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A RESIDENCE IN TASMANIA: 

WITH 

A DESCBIPTIVE TOIIE THROUGH THE ISLAIH), 



MACQUABIE HABB0X7B TO CIBCULAB HEAD. 



** Capt Stoney has written a yoltiine from which may be derived a very aatiflAictory Idea 
of the present aspects, social and industrial, of Tasmania. First, retracing the leading events 
in the history of the colony, he proceeds to a general account of the capital, the several town- 
ships and provinces, and ftimishes a picturesque itinerary of the island, carefhl and precise, 
though not upon the formal plan of a handbook. He observes shrewdly and writes plainly, 
interspersing a variety of light sketches amidst his chapters of substantial information. lEQs 
personal remarks begin with the capital,— the seven-hilled Hobarton, which, after a growth 
of fifty years, appears in the distance, on the sloping coast, like a picture with a deep archi- 
tectural perspective, touched here and there with the colours, bright but evanescent, that 
belong to actual lifie. The paved streets are lighted with gas; churches, public offices, in- 
stitutions, markets, schools,— all the modem English forms, Gothic, Italian, Greek, and 
Grotesque, are crowded into a mass of houses in crooked lines ; but in the suburbs, the villa, 

the representative of the latest English domesticity idea, is to be found 

Capt Stoney has collected some amusing illustrations of the wilder aspects of colonial life in 
Tasmania. His sketches *up and down* are also interesting, though these will be more 
attractive to the emigrant desirous of familiarizing himself by anticipation with his new 
home than to the general reader, in pursuit of the instructive and the picturesque. The 
picturesque, however, breaks in occasionally upon the long succession of notes in detail on 
residences, properties, and roads. . . . The best descriptions that we have seen of Hobarton 
and Launceston occur in this volume. To a synoptical account of their institutions and com- 
merdal progress Capt. Stoney adds some free criticism on men and manners. .... The 
book is a plain and clear account of the colonies in Van Dieman's Land ; and, berides being 
very agreeable reading, may be confidently consulted on all matters connected with their 
material resources and actual position."— ^<A«n<Fufn. 

"With the report of his personal observations, Captabi Stoney has given a sketch of the 
history of the colony, with statistical and descriptive matter from various sources, renderin^^ 
his book an acceptable record of the present condition of Tasmania. ... A sketch map 
of the colony accompanies Captain Stoney's volume, and the coloured engravings give good 
representations of the scenery of particular localities. "—Z^ttorory Oagette. 

" A clear, intelligent, and pleasing work, and a safe refsrence on all statistical informaiioii 
of the ooontiy.**— PreuL 
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VICTORIA. 



INTRODUCTOBY CHAPTER. 



*' Freedom has a thousand charms to show, 
That slaves, howe'er contented, never know : — 
The mind attains beneath her happy reign 
The growth that Nature meant she should attain ; 
The varied fields of Science, ever new. 
Opening and wider opening on her view. 

Let Discipline employ her wholesome arts ; 
Let magistrates alert perform their parts, 
Not skulk or put on a prudential mask, 
As if their duty were a desperate task ; 
Let active laws apply the needful curb. 
To guard the peace that riot would disturb ; • 
And Liberty, preserved from wild excess. 
Shall raise no feuds for armies to suppress." 

COWPEB. 

THOUGH many works, and some of considerable 
repute, have appeared before the public, relat- 
ing to Victoria, there still remains such a vast field 
for further exertion, abounding in information inte- 
resting and instructive, and fraught with incidents 
deep and perilous, that it cannot be said the subject 

B 
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Z INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

is too hackneyed, or ourselves accused of following 
a beaten track. 

The principal object we have in view is to do ho- 
nour to the memory of a friend, one much beloved, 
and who gloriously fell whilst gallantly and honour- 
ably leading his men on to that victory, which, how- 
ever inglorious, was at his country's commands, and 
in obedience to the voice of duty. 

Our second object is, to give a correct account 
of Victoria at the period alluded to, interspersed 
with adventurous anecdotes which have come under 
our own immediate notice, or derived from reliable 
sources. We arrogate to ourselves no style beyond 
the " plain unvarnished tale," in which we have 
hitherto appeared before the public ; yet, the poli- 
tician may gather facts from our narrative sugges- 
tive of thoughts, at least worthy of reflection ; the 
future emigrant may derive hints for his guidance ; 
the settler will find a record of the first great con- 
vulsive throe which disturbed the harmony of Aus- 
tralia's progress ; the memory of the tourist will 
become refreshed with the place of action of many 
a spirit-stirring scene ; and the fireside reader, in the 
perusal of our pages, will feel a pleasing animation 
as we depict the unquestionably picturesque beau: 
ties of many of our rambles, or from the recital of 
anecdotes thrilling with interest, yet of such frequent 
occurrence in our Antipodean possessions. 

The continued excitement which has existed for 
such a length of time in the public mind, in conse- 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 6 

quence of the Russian war, has in some measure 
abated ; it will, therefore, not be deemed inoppor- 
tune to recur to a period of such historical interest 
to Australia, and importance to the public. 

No colony has ever risen to such magnitude in 
the same space of time as Victoria. Its growth ap- 
pears almost fabulous, its increasing population won- 
derful, and its resources, of which much is still un- 
known, stupendous. Scarce fourteen years have 
elapsed since a few industrious colonists and emi- 
grants first settled here, in possession of considerable 
capital, and desirous of forming cattle stations on the 
inotmense tracts of country so well adapted for graz- 
ing purposes — the produce of the wool alone being 
deemed sufficient to repay the outlay and necessary 
labour. It wiU be remembered that Government, in 
1803, endeavoured to form a settlement at Port Phi- 
lip, but were unsuccessful, and subsequently removed 
to the neighbouring island of Tasmania ; but our ob- 
ject is not to dwell on this period of history, as many 
works of superior merit have already been before the 
public. We simply seek to deal with that eventful 
period commencing from the last quarter of 1854, — 
when the overgrown colony, filled with adventurous 
spirits fi*om all parts of the world, received a check 
in its headlong career of extravagance, and the com- 
munity, still smarting under the tide of reverses con- 
sequent on such a system, trembled at the approach 
of an insurrection which threatened to resist the 
remedial measures then deemed expedient, and 
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4 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

boldly defied the emissaries of Government in the 
' execution of their duty, and even ventured to oppose 
the decisions of the courts of justice. The vacil- 
lating course pursued by the Executive served only 
to fan the flame, and caused what at first was but a 
simple outbreak of popular indignation, to assume 
the formidable appearance of an insurrection, which 
terminated in a fearful sacrifice of human life. 

Previous, however, to entering into the particu- 
lars of the disturbances, we must go back a little to 
give a glance at the political condition of the colony, 
and explain some of the reasons which influenced 
the Government, as well as induced the malcontents, 
to enter into a contest so unequal and outrageous. 
We must, therefore, digress a little in order to ob- 
tain a cursory glance at the relative positions of the 
Colonial with the Home Government, and however 
inapropos such may appear to the casual observer, 
it will be found to have had a great indirect influ- 
ence on both parties. 

During the last three years the Victoria Parlia- 
ment, by sundry motions, endeavoured to check an 
evil affecting the social condition of the colony, and 
considerably endangering its future prosperity. We 
need scarcely allude to the admission of convicts 
from Van Diemen's Land as settlers, who were in 
possession of conditional pardons. For years this 
had been a question of the greatest interest in the 
political history of Australia, and strenuous efforts 
had been made in the first instance to prevent their 
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importation from England, and equal anxiety and 
determination shown to stop their arrival from Tas- 
mania. On the discovery of the Gold Fields, this 
question became of still greater importance, as it 
was only natural to assume their proximity, and 
great attraction would not only induce expirees and 
those who had obtained conditional pardons to flock 
to this El Dorado, but even tempt the more despe- 
rate to escape. It was, consequently, considered 
necessary to pass a most stringent law for their ex- 
clusion ; this, however, only referred to those with 
conditional pardons, on the ground that the pardons 
were of such an extensive character as virtually to 
make Victoria a penal establishment, and, as the dis- 
putants affirmed, were to a great extent granted for 
the purpose of getting the convicts dispersed over 
the neighbouring colonies, thereby relieving Eng- 
land of considerable expense, and of the still greater 
difficulty of not knowing what to do with them. 
The meaning of a conditional pardon was, that the 
person holding it might go anywhere but to the land 
from whence he was transported ; thus they were 
specially forbidden to return to England, yet the co- 
lonies were not allowed a similar indulgence. The 
Bill already alluded to was then passed by the Local 
Legislature, and though it received the assent of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, was disallowed at home, as an 
" infringement of the royal prerogative.'' Another 
Bill of a milder form was, therefore, introduced by 
the Government to the House, but was rejected, and 
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6 INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

the original one almost unanimously carried, but only 
to meet with its former fate. To meet this exigency 
the Home Government passed two Bills, both of 
which were obstinately rejected by the Local Legis- 
lature. Eventually another was brought before the 
Council by one of its members, and in passingthrough 
Committee became so modified as to compromise in 
some degree the differences at issue. But the con- 
duct of the home authorities throughout the whole 
of the business was so repugnant to the general feel- 
ing of the colonists as to lead to the formation of 
a strong anti-government party, who were but too 
readily supported by the democratic spirit pervad- 
ing the diggings, and the hue and cry was raised 
against every measure of ministerial origin. Thus 
a spirit of disaffection got abroad, which wily dema- 
gogues were industrious in keeping alive, snatching 
at every opportunity the discord of opinions afforded, 
until it assumed a shape unmistakably at variance 
with all order and constituted authority. 

We are no politicians, and speak only from what 
came under our own immediate notice. As to the 
information transmitted through the journals and 
newspapers of the day, but little reliance can be 
placed on their accuracy. Party spirit was carried 
to such a height that truth and even moderation 
were banished from their columns, and none were 
found sufficiently courageous to stem the torrent or 
thwart the course of the crisis. Such a state of 
things could not long exist. The evil had reached 
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its culminating point, and suggested its own remedy. 
The Government functionaries were openly accused 
of bribery and corruption, which undoubtedly ex- 
isted at the diggings amongst the gold commis- 
sioners and police — the people, therefore, lost all 
confidence, and every law, irrespective of its neces- 
sity, became at once odious when found to be a 
marketable commodity. That great and glaring 
faults existed on both sides, every calm and unpre- 
judiced observer will freely admit. The laws aflfect- 
ing the diggers were alike imperfect as injudicious, 
and the laxity of their administration at the onset 
caused many abuses to creep in, which subsequent 
tyranny and severity tended rather to increase than 
to suppress. This distribution of uneven-handed jus- 
tice led to innumerable commissions of inquiry into 
charges of official delinquency, which became of such 
frequent occurrence, that a leading supporter of Go- 
vemment stated in the House, " the average to be 
one each week," — ^which provoked the facetious re- 
joinder, " that under such circumstances the official 
body consisted of well-tried men^ and if fifty-two were 
examined in the year, it would not take very long 
to go through the whole civil establishment." 

Things were in this state on the arrival of Sir 
Charles Hotham, who at first was considered to be 
a man for the people, and during his tour through 
the diggings was most enthusiastically received. A 
short trial, however, of his administration, and the 
very decisive measures he introduced (which were 
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too prematurely and dictatorially adopted), and the 
tide of popular feeling turned. At first his officers 
were attacked in the House, and the Colonial Secre- 
tary, finding the pleasures of office no longer agree- 
able, resigned, A more moderate style was then 
adopted ; but the emeute had too far advanced, in 
fact was over, previous to his retirement. That Sir 
Charles Hotham was a man of talent and diplomatic 
skill no one will deny ; yet no one could be more 
ill fitted for the post he held ; and though the active 
and energetic measures he sanctioned were, in most 
instances, called for, yet the manner of carrying 
them out was hasty and injudicious, and considered 
by the fi-ee and independent colonists as savouring 
too much of the quarter-deck. 

In calmly looking over the events of the past 
year, it is easy to perceive that the state of the 
colony was but little understood by the Home Go- 
vernment ; perchance, distracted as they were by the 
then all-engrossing subject of the war, the legisla- 
ture and rising importance of Victoria became of 
secondary consideration. 

Those who have watched the growth of the co- 
lony cannot fail to have been struck with the wonder- 
ful and rapid strides it made during the three years 
preceding the era of which we write. It is a proud 
triumph of the Anglo-Saxon race, and affords ano- 
ther proof of their singular aptitude for colonization. 
Three years ago the population of the colony was 
80,000. The number is now nearly 300,000, so 
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INTRODUCTORY CHAPTER. 9 

that, in that brief space, upwards of 200,000 persons 
have landed on these shores. By returns of the 
population which we have seen, it appears that the 
population on the various Gold Fields is not more 
than between 70,000 and 80,000 ; so that upwards 
of 200,000 have settled down thiH>ughout the coun- 
try in various other industrial pursuits* For this 
immense extra population, houses have been built ; 
and they are supplied with a system of government, 
law, and police, churches, schools, places of amuse- 
ment, and the various other appliances of civiliza- 
tion, which, though still somewhat deficient, and 
exceedingly expensive, compared with those pro- 
vided in an English country, are yet such as to ex- 
cite the astonishment and admiration of every im- 
partial stranger. 

The progress made in every thing dependent on 
the individual energy of the people is even more 
surprising. One railway, fi*om Melbourne to Hob- 
son's Bay, has been completed ; and two more, from 
Melbourne respectively to Williamstown and Gee- 
long, are in rapid progress, and will be completed 
in little more than a year from this time. Several 
philosophical societies are in active operation. Fish- 
ing companies, vineyard companies, a coal company 
for working the seams at Cape Paterson, are likewise 
in course of formation. Patents have been granted 
to four or five different parties for the invention of 
quartz crushing, and other machines connected with 
gold mining. During the present year no less than 

c 
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10 INTEODUCTORY CHAPTER. 

seven new Gold Fields have been discovered, and are 
now occupied and worked by bodies of industrious 
diggers. Last, and not least, we have visible evi< 
dence of the progress of cultivation and settlement, 
and proofe are everywhere afforded that the indus- 
trious and indomitable spirit characteristic of our 
race in " subduing the earth" has in no degree 
been corrupted or diminished by the influence of 
gold. In no part of the world, we believe, can be 
seen a more energetic people than that which now 
occupies this rich and virgin soil. A better system 
of labour has been introduced, and the frenzied 
thirst for gold has departed. The Fields are not now 
worked in the selfish mania that characterized the 
onset, but rather as an occupation ; the digger is 
not now, as at first, the sole gainer ; companies have 
been formed, possessed of considerable capital, em- 
ploying labour, and paying good remunerative 
wages, thus giving a more salutary appearance to 
the community, and materially facilitating the estab- 
lishment of order and regularity. In many in- 
stances, the most fortunate amongst individual dig- 
gers, from the turn of fortune, finding themselves 
too suddenly elevated above their former position, 
lost all discretion, and by a continued indulgence in 
acts of intemperance and unheard-of extravagance, 
soon descended to their original and more natural 
place. Several whose success, with proper manage* 
ment, would have placed them in easy if not affluent 
circumstances, are now the mere hirelings of others. 
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INTBODUCTORY CHAPTER. 11 

Many, with a more prudent care, have returned with 
the fruii of their labours to their native country. 
It thus often happens, that prudence, education, and 
birth, will find place and position where ignorance 
and the inherent proneness of the low-bred still to 
be low, will, in most instances, regardless of the ad- 
vantages of fortune, return to their former condition. 
No doubt, to this class there are many bright excep- 
tions, but the examples are numerous of which we 



This state of things has proved of the highest 
advantage to the Gold Fields, and added to the pros- 
perity of the country generally ; for hundreds who 
have gone to the Fields, and been successful, and 
then impoverished themselves by subsequent extra- 
vagance, or were unsuccessftil, and wasted in vain 
attempts their previous earnings, became alike dis- 
gusted with the hard labour and harder fate, and 
gladly returned to the cattle and farm stations, bet- 
ter and wiser men. During the last year, this has 
caused considerable reaction, and many lands that 
were deserted during the gold mania have been 
again stocked or farmed, so that the retinn far ex- 
ceeds the prognostications of the most sanguine. 

The thirst for gold having abated, the mania has 
taken a better and more legitimate turn, viz., the 
desire to settle and purchase land. This matter has 
caused considerable anxiety to the Legislature, and 
many Acts have been brought forward to encourage 
the advancement of tiUage and the occupation of 
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the soil. The original Act relative to the sale of 
waste lands has been repealed, as it had a greater 
tendency to benefit the capitalists than the Indus- 
trious poor. 

The survey of the country has proceeded with 
considerable energy and perseverance, and, as it be* 
comes charted and defined, is immediately sold. The 
duty of Government will now be to prevent too 
great a monopoly, and, by disposing of it in smaller 
sections at a fair price, offer a certain inducement 
to the more moderate capitalist, which previously 
not having been held out caused many a deserving 
and industrious man to go elsewhere. 

Consequent on the progress of the colony in 
wealth, has also arisen talent and education, and 
within its confines are men of much skill and learned 
lore. The House of Assembly will be found to con- 
tain men of this stamp, and as a greater degree of 
moderation is found to exist, so will the arts and 
sciences advance with the wealth of the colony. A 
new era has dawned on Victoria — ^the new Consti- 
tution has been proclaimed — the want of which waa 
much felt ; and as the address to the Throne, at the 
time we write, will afford our readers a correct in* 
sight of the general state of things, we conclude our 
Introductory Chapter with a copy of it: — 

"Most Gracious Sovereign : — 

" We, the Legislative Council of Victoria, ap- 
proach your Majesty with renewed assurances of our 
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attachment to your Royal Person and loyalty to the 
Throne. 

" We learn with profound regret, participated in 
by all our fellow-colonists, that it has been deemed 
advisable to postpone the consideration of the pro. 
posed new Constitution of this colony for another 
year. 

" We would humbly represent to your Majesty, 
that the provisions of the Bill for conferring upon us 
this wished-for boon are so entirely in unison with 
the views of the most eminent statesmen in England, 
were passed in this House by such decisive majori- 
ties, and gave such general satisfaction to the colo* 
nists at large, that, in our opinion, no valid reason 
can exist for any fiirther delay in the consideration 
of its details, nor are there any grounds for suppos- 
ing that, on a review, any alteration would be asked 
for by the colonists. 

" With reference to that portion of the despatch 
from the Right Hon. the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, which states the intention of your Ma. 
jesty's advisers to consider all the Bills for establish, 
ing new constitutions in the several Australian 
colonies together, we beg leave to state that we 
cannot see any necessity for uniformity in the Con- 
stitutions of these colonies, the capitals of which are 
more distant from each other than those of many 
European nations ; but, on the contrary, we are led 
to believe that it may prove ultimately advantage- 
ous to test by trial the relative merits of each plan. 
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" We would respectfully urge that this colony is 
not in a position to recede from the policy it has 
adopted. It does not insist that other colonies 
should be guided by its political views; and we 
submit to your Majesty that it is unreasonable to 
delay our enfranchisement until other colonies have 
had afforded to them by the Imperial Government 
an opportunity of changing constitutions based on 
more narrow principles, if they have chosen such 
for themselves. 

"In the rapid, unprecedented, and continuous 
growth of Victoria, nothing is more required than 
a vigorous Government Such a Government can 
only be permanently secured by a full and free re- 
presentation of all classes ; and we would earnestly 
urge on your Majesty's consideration, that it is at 
once impolitic and unfair to the Government and 
to the existing Legislature of this colony to leave us 
longer in the state of abeyance in which we are now 
placed — inasmuch as, by the Bill alluded to, we 
have, in fact, declared to the people of this colony 
that the present system of representation is imper- 
fect ; and it may naturally be urged against us, that 
we are thus without the full measure of confidence 
which it is most essential to the advancement of tran- 
quillity of any country should be felt by all classes 
of the people in the Legislature and Executive Go- 
vernment. 

"If, therefore, it should seem good to your Majesty 
to remit, for further consideration, any of the pro- 
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posed Australian Constitutions, we humbly but most 
earnestly entreat that the Bill for estiablishing a new 
Constitution in the colony of Victoria may, without 
delay, be passed into law." 

We now proceed to particularize such parte of 
which it is our intention to write, commencing with 
a sketch of the capital city and ite neighbourhood. 
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CHAPTER I. 



' Time was when dreary solitude was her^ 
When night-black woods, unvisited by man, 
In howling conflict wrestled with the winds. 
But now, the storm rolling, in mingled life 
Is heard, and like a roaring ^mace fills 
"With living sound the airy reach of miles ! 

Thou hugest region of the quartered globe. 
Where all the climates dwell, and Nature moves 
In majesty, — ^hereafter when the tides 
Of circumstance have rolled their changing years, 
What empires may be bom of thee !" 

MoirreoMEBT. 



AS mentioned in the Introductory Chapter, a 
penal settlement was attempted to be formed 
within Port Philip Bay in 1803, and that such, after a 
short time, was abandoned. In 1826 another attempt 
was made by Captain Wetherall, but after two years 
this was also abandoned. No permanent settlement 
was formed within the province until the year 1834, 
when the Messrs. Henty, of Launceston, Tasmania, 
formed a whaling station at Portland Bay, to the 
westward of Port Philip Heads. This was the first 
regular settlement by white men in Victoria. In 
1835 Mr. John Batman arrived in Geelong, which 
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MELBOUBNB AND ITS BNVIBONS IN 186«. 17 

is situated at the head of a deep bay within the Heads 
to the westward. Mr. Batman formed an associa- 
tion with fifteen gentlemen of Hobart Town for 
stocking and settling the country, for which pur- 
pose he purchased from the natives 600,000 acres 
of land, near to where he first landed. The consi- 
deration for this territory consisted of goods to the 
value of £200. In the same year another associa- 
tion was formed at Launceston for a similar purpose, 
headed by Mr. J. P. Faulkner, who landed at the 
Falls of the Yarra, the present site of Melbourne. 

Mr. Batman, considering such to be an encroach- 
ment on his possessions, appealed to Sir Charles 
Arthur, Governor of Tasmania, but the New South 
Wales Government, on hearing of the dispute, dis- 
allowed all transactions with the natives, sending 
down a magistrate to assert her Majesty's rights, 
and to assume the government, and thus the country 
became annexed as a district of New South Wal^. 

In 1837 the settlement was visited by the Go- 
vemor. Sir Richard Bourke, wjio sanctioned the plan 
of a town on the site chosen by Mr. Faulkner, a^d 
named it Melbourne, which, being divided into town 
lots, was disposed of. In 1839 C. J. La Trobe, Esq., 
was appointed Superintendent. In 1851 the dis- 
trict became a separate colony, and was named Vic* 
toria, and Mr. La Trobe appointed Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor. In 1853 he tendered his resignation, and 
was succeeded by Sir Charles Hotham, K.C.B., who 
arrived in Hobson's Bay on the 21st of June, 1854. 

D 
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18 MELBOURNE AND ITS ENVIRONS IN 1855. 

In consequence of its unfortunate situation, as 
the dependency of a dependency for the long period 
of fifteen years, the development and civilization of 
the district were grievously retarded. The Govern- 
ment at that period were, in fact, little better than 
a system of police. Scarcely anything was done to 
open up the country for settlement, and apparently 
the Government never even took steps to gain in- 
formation respecting its physical features or natural 
resources. At all events, these are not described 
in any document to which we have had access, and 
at this moment no work exists in which such infor- 
mation is published. 

Little did the purchasers in 1837 imagine that in 
fifteen years each of those building lots (a quarter 
of an acre in extent, and obtained at an upset price 
of £12) would be a fortune in itself, selling firom 
£300 to £400 a foot. Such a change seems fabu- 
lous ; it is, nevertheless, true, and by the last Gazette 
notifying the intended sale of some of the Govern- 
ment reserve, the upset price was £300 per foot. 
We cannot now enter into a particular account of 
the growth and present extent of the province, but 
must confine ourselves to the capital, &c. Our final 
chapter, however, wiU contam a general outline of 
the colony, with a geographical description, and latest 
accounts as to statistics and produce. 

Ships bound to Port Philip, on entering Bass' 
Straits, coming from the westward, make Cape Ot- 
way to the left, or King's Island on the right, while 
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those from the east make Flinder^s Island to the 
left, or Wilson's Promontory to the right. Some 
years ago it was considered difficult and dangerous 
navigating to this port, but it having now become 
the most important in the southern hembphere, 
particular attention is being paid to remove these 
difficulties. Lighthouses have been built on every 
available point, buoys laid down on the shoals, good 
pilots always cruising about, waiting inward-bound 
ships, and a very valuable book of sailing directions 
published by Mr. Charles Ferguson, Port and Har- 
bour Master. 

Although witibin the Heads there are three bays 
and ports. Swan Bay, Geelong Bay, and Hobson's 
Bay, the whole is more generally designated as Port 
Philip. The entrance is narrow and intricate with- 
out a pilot, it being but three miles across, and, 
from the effect of contrary currents and tides, full 
of shoals and sand-banks. On the western Head, 
Point Lonsdale, are two lighthouses, so situated 
as to serve for landmarks for the entrance by day 
or night. The first appearance on entering this 
large bay, which is thirty miles in length and thirty- 
six in extreme breadth, is not very imposing, the 
land adjoining the Heads being scrubby and barren. 
Near the lighthouses is seen a small hamlet, with a 
telegraph and signal station. As you enter the bay, 
and it opens before you, the surrounding country 
assumes a richer shade, disclosing some fine wood- 
land scenery, extending towards the interior. To the 
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20 MELBOUBNS AND ITS EKVIBONS IN 1855. 

right is seen Arthur's Seat, Mounts Martha and Eliza, 
striking objects as landmarks, and relieving the mo^ 
notonous view of the shore. Away to the left ex- 
tends the Bay of Corio, passing Swan Bay; at the 
head of the former is the large and flourishing city 
of Geelong, the second in Victoria ; passing onwards, 
you enter the limits of Hobson'sBay. The first glance 
on leaving the thickly wooded country, and the 
seemingly barren waste which is spread before you, 
is most unfevourable. An extensive mud swamp 
and tea-tree scrub seem to surround you, tiU the 
fog, in which it is constantly enveloped during the 
early part of the day, has cleared away, and you see 
the very beautiful city of Melbourne, not two miles 
distant, built on a gentle acclivity, well relieved 
by the wooded backgrounds stretched out before 
you. You can trace the meanderings of the Yarra- 
yarra as it winds through the scrub, and partly en- 
circles the city in a tortuous course, making six 
miles, which by railway is barely two. 

Though to a stranger this swamp appears un- 
sightly, and apt to lead one to form an unfavourable 
opinion, yet it is but fair to expect, drawing an 
inference firom the rapid growth of this wonderfiil 
city, that a very short time will see it form an 
additional ornament, as it becomes converted into 
blooming gardens, rich fields, or beautiful villas. 
On the right of Hobson's Bay extends a long deep 
beach of fine sand, and in the interior, as the undu- 
lating form of the shore allows, are to be seen the 
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smiling towns of Brighton, St. Kilda, and Sandridge. 
By the latter are jetties from the railway, built 
on piles, so as to enable several vessels to lie 
alongside and discharge or take in cargo. These, 
however, are by no means adequate for a thousandth 
part of the traffic of this port, and innumerable 
lighters and tug steamers are employed. This side 
of the bay has many drawbacks for the formation 
of good and permanent wharfe, the shore being of 
loose light sand, and a heavy rolling swell and sea 
nine months in the year settling along the eastern 
coast from the prevalence of western winds and re- 
flux of the tides. Sandridge, as its name imports, is 
built entirely on sand, separated from Melbourne by 
the low ground which at one time was periodically 
under water. 

It is surprising to see what art and perseverance 
have done in so short a time. Not only are there 
several good shops, stores, and hotels, but some com- 
fortable houses, all which have had to be built on 
piles sunk in the sand. A very capital causeway, two 
miles long, runs into the heart of the city ; and fur- 
ther through the swamp are railroad trains leaving 
and returning every half-hour throughout the day. 

Of St. Kilda and Brighton we will speak hereafter ; 
return we now to Hobson's Bay. About four miles 
across, on the opposite side, is the fast rising town of 
Williamstown ; close along the shore is the entrance 
to the Yarra-yarra winding to the city ; the bay is of 
circular form, with good and safe anchorage, although, 
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from the wide range of sea formed by the inlet to 
Geelong, the westerly winds blow very fresh, and row- 
boats do not then venture much out From two 
to three himdred sail are constantly at anchor with- 
in the bay from every part of the world, and some 
of the largest and most beautifril ships can there be 
seen, presenting a most pleasing proof of the im- 
mense trade going on in the colony, — ^many steamers 
from Sydney, Hobart Town, Launceston, and New 
Zealand ; also fresh arrivals are hourly entering the 
port, and departures leaving, deeply laden* 

On the western point of Hobson's Bay is a light- 
house, alongside which a large mole is being made, 
extending more than three hundred yards into deep 
water ; this is the Terminus of the Mount Alexander 
and the Melbourne and Geelong Railways. It is 
intended to continue this embankment along the 
shore facing Williamstown, so as to have sufficient 
space for vessels to lie alongside — a much more fea- 
sible undertaking than the pile wharf at Sandridge, 
as it is what sailors call on a weather shore, with a 
rocky foundation. The railway from hence to the 
city, though three times as long as the line on the 
opposite side of the bay, will be more available for 
trade, from the permanent security of the wharf, and 
its connexion by railway with the interior. The 
hitherto barren and naked appearance of Williams- 
town and its vicinity is fast changing into streets, 
pretty suburban cottages, and gardens ; and an ex- 
tensive plain spreads away some forty miles, extend- 
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ing alongside of the bay until you reach Geelong ; 
one portion of it alone, Laverton, the station of Mr. 
Thompson, running out some distance into the bay, 
is thickly wooded ; the remainder seems a boundless 
arid plain, though, in point of fact, it is not so, and 
several thousand sheep and cattle are annually fed 
on it ; the landscape is, however, relieved by the 
high hills of Ude Youang far away in the distance. 
The railroad to Geelong runs through this plain, 
which is considered one of the best natural levels as 
yet known to engineers, and is now open for traffic. 
There are two entrances to the city — by a steamer, 
up the Yarra-yarra, which passes every half-hour, 
calling at each newly arrived ship, or by the Sand- 
ridge Railway, which, though the most expeditious, 
has the drawback of a second shipment from the boat 
to the railway pier. Ere these pages come before the 
public, a third route, by Williamstown, will be open, 
which, when the largest vessels can wharf alongside, 
will be the most preferred. The Terminus of each 
railway brings you into the busy part of the town, 
and there are few cities in the world present a more 
bustling appearance to the stranger than Melbourne, 
for in laying out the city great care was taken that 
the locality intended for the wharfs, and the grand 
mercantile thoroughfare facing them, should be suf- 
ficienUy extensive, and, running along a dead level 
opening on the river, gives you a view of the whole 
at a glance. Entering the city by the river, the view 
— ^if you overlook the scrubby swamp around you — 
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is most pleasing ; it is, however, rather a tedious 
circuit, from the* care required to guide the vessel 
through its narrow waters, and from the innu- 
merable vessels passing and repassing. 

The first object to call your attention is the Gaso- 
meter, a large, fine, cut stone building, on the banks 
of the river. Rising above is seen Bateman's Hill 
and Signal Station. As you touch the wharf, you 
find yourself on an extensive platform built along- 
side, or within one of the two or three docks lately 
built. Vessels of 200 to 300 tons can go up the 
river. Some very large and weU-built warehouses 
line the street before you. In a small, open square 
in the centre, fiicing the river, is the Custom-house, 
which, though at present in an unfinished state, will, 
no doubt, form one of the ornamental buildings of 
the city. As mentioned above, a wide street divides 
the warehouses from the wharfe and river ; a little 
up the latter is a shoal rapid or sudden fall, from 
which point the water is fresh, and no vessels go 
over it, though on the upper river small steamers 
ply ; further on over it is the pretty bridge of the 
railway, close to the Terminus ; it has a very good 
effect, opening at right angles to the quays in Flin- 
ders-street, and facing one of the largest thorough- 
fares in Elizabeth-street, proceeding up which, Col- 
lins-street (the Oxford-street of Melbourne) opens 
to you, running east and west, into which it is di- 
vided. It is a very fine street ; some of the best 
shops and hotels are in it, besides three magnificent 
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banking establishments : the tout ensemble of this 
street is very pretty, the centre, dippmg in a curve, 
rises gradually to both ends. To the east, along 
the low, level country, is seen the bay and the sea, 
and to the west the wooded park of Richmond, the 
Pleasance of the city, near which end the houses are 
of a different style— l»ge, handsome, private build, 
ings, principally occupied by the medical profession. 
Great Bourke-street and La Trobe-street run pa- 
rallel to Flinders and Collins^street — streets of con- 
siderable magnitude, intersected at right angles by 
William's, Queen's, Elizabeth, and Swanston-street ; 
these are again intersected by others of minor im- 
portance, of which our space will not permit us en- 
tering into a particular description. 

As the indefatigable labours of the Corporation 
proceed, these streets assume a different appearance 
every week ; no expense or skill seems to be spared 
in improving and beautifying them ; all the largest 
streets are now completed, with a wide flag sideway, 
and paved, open shores to carry off the rain, which 
frequently fells very heavUy, besides which, a large 
undergroimd shore is ia progress of construction. 
All the streets are macadamized on the most im- 
proved principle. 

We may here relate an instance of the rapid 
growth of this noble city. The author visited it in 
June, 1853, landing in the mud by the river side, and, 
finding it impossible to get through it, chartered a 
dray to take him to Collins-street, and not being 
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prepared for such an undertaking, half of his busi- 
ness in the city was left undone ; the streets were 
so full of heaps of clay, stones, and mud, and no 
pathway, he was compelled to return literally boot- 
less. Nothing of the above is now to be seen, even 
in the latest formed streets, so exceedingly energetic 
and expeditious are the operations of the municipal 
body. Within the last year gas has been introduced, 
and all the streets, shops, and several private houses 
are now lit with it, a double row of lamps giving 
a most pleasing feature to this wide-streeted city. 

The municipality extends over 9000 acres, 3000 
of which are portioned off into public parks, squares, 
and reserves for national purposes. The suburbs 
contain about 5000 acres, much of which is private 
property, or daily becoming so as it is sold by Go- 
vernment. East and North Melbourne, Sandridge, 
Emerald Hill, and St. Kilda, are included in this 
municipality, though, from the increasing popula- 
tion, and the extensive buildings of the three latter, 
they will soon be formed into independent bodies. 
The suburbs are East CoUingwood, Richmond, and 
Prarhan, and further off, or closely connected with 
the city, are the pretty villages of Hawthorn, Fle- 
mington, Brunswick, Footscrag, and Brighton, in 
Hobson's Bay. 

The population in January, 1855, within the 
limits of the municipality and suburbs, was upwards 
of 80,000, and the exact position lately determined 
is 37^ 49' south latitude, and 14^ 58' east longitude. 
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Amongst the many buildings claiming notice is 
the Town Hall in Swanston-street, a large and im- 
posing structure of dark blue cut stone ; the interior 
is equally imposing, and fitted up at considerable 
expense. The Exhibition Building in WiUiam-street 
is one of considerable beauty, not less remarkable 
for its artistic design — a minute model of the Crystal 
Palace — than for the rapidity with which it was 
constructed. It was open as an exhibition for the 
works of art and industry about to be sent to the 
Exhibition of Paris, for about two months. It is 
now used for many purposes, such as concerts, balls, 
bazaars, and flower-shows, and, we trust, will long 
remain an ornament to the city, and an interesting 
souvenir of 1854. 

We find the following societies within the city, 
each of which has a large and well-adapted building 
for the particular object of the Institute, being well 
supported, tending much to the advancement of 
literature and art : — The University Council and 
Educational Board ; the Chamber of Commerce, 
with a very splendid hall, in CoUins-street ; the 
Philosophical Society ; the Victorian Institute, for 
the advancement of Arts and Sciences ; the Mecha- 
nics' Institute ; the Philharmonic Society ; the Be- 
nevolent Asylum ; the Lunatic Asylum ; the Emi- 
grants' Aid Society and Immigrants' Home : these 
are under the control and direction of independent 
and separate councils, composed of the leading mem- 
bers of the state and colony. ' 
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Two National Schools, at the east end of Lons- 
dale-street, are fine buildings; and the Hospital, 
recently enlarged, is also an extensive structure. 
Near the Exhibition Building is a massive range, 
comprising the Government offices and Courts of 
Law, close to which is the Electric Telegraph office 
and Time Ball Tower. In Bourke-street, to the left, 
is St. Patrick's Hall, not yet completed, where the Le- 
gislative Assembly and Council meet. Almost every 
Christian religious denomination possesses several 
places of worship, to nearly all of which are attached 
excellent schools. The Roman Catholic Cathedral, 
dedicated to St Frances, in Elizabeth-street, is the 
largest The Anglo-Episcopalian Cathedral of St. 
James, in Collins-street, is simply a parish church 
in architectural beauty, whilst the Church of St 
Paul's, in Swanston-street, and St Mark's, in Col- 
lingwood, are both grand and imposing, more par- 
ticularly the latter. An University, of noble design 
and considerable extent, is nearly completed, on a 
commanding site, in North Melbourne. On a Go- 
vernment reserve, in Swanston-street, has been lately 
completed a magnificent building of white sand- 
stone, as a Public Library and National Gallery, near 
to which is the site for a new Government House, 
now commenced, and, judging from the approved 
plan, it will, without doubt, be the finest building 
in the south. There are some very fine large hotels 
in Melbourne, fitted up with every regard to luxury 
and comfort. In the centre of Collins-street is also 
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a large building, used as a Club House ; and not 
the least pleasing feature of the city is the kind 
consideration and hospitality shown by its members 
to visitors. 

Large and massive stores of dark-blue stone arrest 
the gaze in every direction ; they form a conspi- 
cuous part in a view of the city, and suggest, far 
more tellingly than words, the weight and impor- 
tance of the great commercial interest of Victoria. 
These continue to be built, demonstrating the hope 
entertained, that Melbourne will maintain her posi- 
tion as the commercial metropolis of the south. 

Melbourne is tolerably supplied with places of 
public amusement, adapted for the tastes of all 
classes. The Theatre Royal, in Bourke-street, can 
vie in extent and interior arrangement with any in 
London. Here the opera was brought out this 
season, with Catherine Hayes as prima donna, and 
passed off with considerable edat. The Queen's Thea- 
tre, in Queen-street, possesses a good local company ; 
and Astley's Amphitheatre is an exceedingly well- 
arranged and tastefully decorated structure, bearing 
comparison with its prototype of London renown. 

There are many minor resorts of pleasure and 
amusement in the city, which demand no particular 
notice. It would not, however, be just, when treat- 
ing of the amusements of a great capital, to overlook 
the Cremome Gardens, which will repay a visit even 
in the daytime. At night, duringthe summer months, 
entertainments are given similar in character to 
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those of Vauxhall and Cremome Gardens in Lon- 
don, where dancing for the million, and the terrible 
descents amid coruscations of fireworks of " Joe il 
Diavolo" attract numerous visitors. 

Not the least singular sight in Melbourne, and one 
which soonest attracts the attention of new arrivals, 
is the long procession of water-carts in early mom 
m route in Elizabeth-street to the temporary water- 
works near the Hobson's Bay Railway Terminus. 
Here a private company supply water at so much 
per cask, which is distributed throughout the city 
and its suburbs, at prices ranging according to dis- 
tance. A more complete system of supplying water 
will, shortly come into operation, as a capacious re- 
servoir has been constructed on the eastern hill, 
which will be supplied fi'om the Government Water- 
works, at the eastern end of Flinders-street. And 
great will be the improvement on the old system ; 
for the time is not far distant when the city will be 
amply supplied from the other great reservoir now 
being constructed at Yan Yean, eighteen miles from 
Melbourne, which will derive an unlimited supply 
of fresh pure water from the river Plenty. As the 
elevation of this reservoir is considerably above the 
level of the most lofty buildings in the city, the 
water can be laid on to the upper storeys of houses. 
Melbourne requires to be drenched with water to 
keep down the dust raised by the increasing traffic 
in its streets, and an attempt is being made to effect 
this with the " down-with-the-dust" carts. 
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Melbourne is a corporate city, and boasts of a 
mayor, aldermen, and councillors ; a town-clerk with 
a large staff of minor officials, the efficiency of which 
is shown in the good arrangement of the streets, 
well metalled, curbed, and side paths in course of 
being paved, so as to bear comparison with any mo- 
dem city. 

The immediate environs of Melbourne in every 
way claim a favourable notice. The Richmond Pad- 
dock, in particular, is a delightful retreat from the 
heat, dust, and business of the city. Nature has 
made it a beautiful locality, and all that is now re- 
quired is the hand of man to complete what nature 
has designed. The planting of a few more trees, and 
the opening of a gravel walk along the margin of the 
Yarra, would greatly tend to enhance the natural 
beauties of the Paddock. A commissioner of public 
parks, &c., has been appointed, and to him we look 
for their improvement. 

The Melbourne Cricket Club hold their meet- 
ings in the Paddock, and have erected a spacious 
club-house. Upon grand days, such as a match 
with the Geelong and other clubs, the scene is very 
animated from the large concourse of ladies ; and 
it is difficult to realize the fact that we are some 
12,000 miles distant in a colony but a few years in 
existence. 

Opposite the Paddock, across the Yarra, are the 
Botanical Gardens, a favourite place of resort of the 
Melboumites on Sundays. The gardens are laid out 
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with great taste, and shrubs and trees of almost 
every clime may be seen in full bloom and vigour. 
The large lake attached to the gardens swarms with 
wild fowl of every description, which have here a 
secure retreat from the hands of man. There are 
many other places in the vicinity of Melbourne to 
which the citizens resort for pleasure and amuse- 
ment. 

St. Kilda, on the shore of Hobson's Bay, is a fa- 
vourite marine residence, and on Sundays the beach 
is frequented by hundreds, indulging in that dreamy 
idleness which is so delightful on the sea shore in 
fine weather. 

Sandridge, too, is patronized to a considerable 
extent, the railway affording facilities of transit, 
which in a few minutes places Hobson's Bay and 
its magnificent fleet of shipping in view. This rail- 
way claims more than a passing notice, being the 
first one in full operation in the Australian colonies. 
Its inauguration, honoured with the presence of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, took place on the 12th Sep- 
tember, 1854. 

Three daily papers are published in Melbourne, 
the Argus, Morning Herald, and Age. Weekly jour- 
nals occasionally appear. An illustrated one, such 
as the " Illustrated London News," is very cre- 
ditably got up. The Argus has confessedly the most 
numerous circulation of any journal in these colo- 
nies, and forms in fact a peculiar feature in the idio- 
syncrasy of Melbourne. A Melbourne Punch has 
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been originated, and appears to be carried on with 
considerable talent. 

To the northward is the site chosen for the Cari- 
ton Gardens, lately inclosed, and from the design 
which it is the intention of the municipality to carry 
out, will in a few years equal in beauty some of those 
near London. About nine miles from the city is 
the very picturesque and beautiful township, Heidel- 
berg, where there are several well-built residences 
and neat country-seats with rich and tastefully ar- 
ranged grounds, equal to many of the same charac- 
ter in England. 

We would next conduct our readers to Toorak, 
the viceregal residence. Leaving the city by Prince's- 
bridge, over the Yarra, Emerald-hill to the right, and 
Prince's-bridge Barracks to the left, we pass the large 
reserve for Victoria Park ; a good road leads you 
through a wooded plain by the fast rising suburb 
of Prarhan, four miles to the entrance gate. The 
grounds contain 150 acres, half encircling which is 
the Yarra ; no expense has been spared to render 
them, and the place itself, worthy the residence of 
her Majesty's representative. The house, though 
of no architectural pretensions beyond that of a 
handsome modern mansion, is large and commo- 
dious, and every addition made that skill could de- 
vise, or wealth effect. The drive from Melbourne 
is exceedingly pretty, from the number of very hand- 
some places you pass on either side of the road. In 
returning, a cross road leads through Prarhan to 
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St. Kilda, before alluded to ; and six miles further, 
over a splendid macadamized road, we arrive at the 
beautiful sea bathing-place of Brighton, delightfully 
situated on the southern extremity of Hobson's Bay. 
The whole country between these suburbs we have 
attempted to describe has been subdivided into su- 
burban lots, and sold. Handsome residences of every 
style of architecture abound, from the Turkish cu- 
pola to the Italian villa, the cottage omde^ the Go- 
thic, and Elizabethan. Good roads intersect the 
district, and public conveyances are constantly pas- 
sing to and from the city. Each season, not only 
the city itself but its vicinity for many miles, assumes 
a change consequent upon the increasing wealth of 
the inhabitants, which would appear marvellous in 
description. 
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'' While the maimers^ while the arts, 

That mould a nation's soul, 

Still cling aionnd our hearts. 

Between let oceans roll, 

Our joint communion breaking with the sun ; 

Tet still, from either beach. 

The voice of blood shall reach, 

Kore audible than speech, 

We are one !" 

Amebican Poetby. 

'' There is a land, of every land the pride, 
Beloved by heaven o'er all the world beside, 
Where brighter suns dispense serener Hght, 
And milder moons emparadise the night. 
Views not a realm so bountiful and flair, 
Kor breathes the spirit of a purer air." 

ICoirrGoxBBT. 



THOUGH having some practical experience of 
acquiring a knowledge of the country by vari- 
ous tours during the author's sojourn there in 1855, 
yet he is much indebted to the perusal of the valuable 
works by Dr. Muellar, and Mr. Vandowski's talented 
Botanist and Geologist of Victoria, for the scienti- 
fic portion of the information which he now places 
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before the public. Situated on the southern part of 
the Australian continent, Victoria lies between the 
latitudes of 34® to 39° south, and longitude of 141"* to 
ISO"" east. Its area is estimated to contain 90,000 
square miles, or 57,600,000 acres. On the east and 
west the boundary is determined by the imaginary 
lines of the parallels of longitude ; but the sea bounds 
it on the south, and the river Murray along the whole 
of the north line. 

This magnificent river is navigable for 1400 miles, 
rising in Mount Kosciusko, and, 60 miles from its 
source, is navigable for small steamers. It has a 
north-westerly direction until it reaches 140 parallels 
of longitude, being navigable in the Victorian terri- 
tory 360 miles. It then suddenly takes a southerly 
direction, falling into Lake Victoria, and entering the 
ocean in Encounter Bay. The course of the Murray 
is, for the most part, through a flat alluvial country, 
sometimes cutting its way through clifis of tertiary 
limestone, which vary in height from 80 to 100 feet 
above the level of the river, and contain a number 
of fossil remains. 

There are but few other rivers of any note through- 
out the wide extent of the colony, and none are na- 
yigable save the Gleneley, which is only so for 20 
miles, and has also a shoal bar. 

There are some fine lakes scattered through the 
country, and of considerable extent, but yet there 
is no part of the world so well adapted, from the value 
of its soil and formation, for agricultural or pastoral 
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purposes, that is worse watered. The early settlers 
suffered severely from the want of this indispensable 
desideratum. One or two of the lakes also, in the in- 
terior, are salt, and several brackish ; the latter, how- 
ever, are used by the inhabitants and for the cattle ; 
custom, and the lack of better, rendering it palatable, 
and even preferable to fresh — an instance of which 
occurred to the author, having met a squatter from 
such a district, who stated that he could not drink 
fresh water for some time after leaving his station, 
and for that purpose always took a supply of salt to 
suit his taste. 

There are three rivers remarkable as falling into 
lakes, having no outlet to the sea, and are, therefore, 
supposed to have some subterraneous connexion 
with it, or the neighbouring rivers that have. These 
are, the Wimmera into Lake Hindmarsh ; the Avon 
into Lake Boloke ; and the Avoca into Lake Bael- 
bael. 

Within the limits of the State there are only two 
good harbours besides those spoken of in Port Phil- 
lip Bay. These are. Port Albert and Welsh Pool to 
the eastward, in the territory known as Gipp's Land ; 
to the westward are Port Fairy, Portland Bay, and 
Lady Bay, and the harbour of Warrnambool ; but 
these latter are unfortunately exposed to the south- 
east winds, which render them unsafe during its pre- 
valence. Besides these, there is a harbour at Western 
Port. 

Of the soils of the country it would be impossible. 
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m a sketch like this, to give a full description. They 
are almost as numerous as the order of rocks on 
which they are decomposed. Along the coast the 
principal formation is from the limestone of gray 
or yellow colour ; oftentimes, however, iron ore is 
embedded in the limestone, and imparts to the soil a 
rich brown colour. This soil is peculiarly adapted 
to the culture of vine and fruit trees. Much of it is 
also to be found along the banks of the Murray. In 
the mountain ranges the granite soil prevails. It is 
loose, and not very productive, easily known by the 
presence of mica, quartz, or felspar. According to 
the report of the late Sir Thomas Mitchell, Surveyor- 
General of New South Wales, about one-third of Vic- 
toria is composed of basalt, generally of a chocolate 
brown colour. It is superior to any other for agricul- 
tural purposes, and, when mixed with lime, cannot 
be surpassed. It is on this account that the name of 
Australia Felix has been given to the State. Of the 
stone found in Victoria, granite is most abundant, 
and of great variety, well adapted for building. 
Sandstone is also found at Geelong, Cape Patterson, 
and in Gipp^s Land, of a very good and valuable qua- 
lity. There are also vast quantities of basalt found, of 
the greatest use in forming and macadamizing roads. 
It is supposed that coal is to be found in many 
places, but as yet none has been discovered, save at 
the Barrabool Hills, near Geelong, and Cape Patter- 
son ; the latter is supposed to be the best. Some 
stir is now being made to prosecute further inquiries 
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for an article so much needed by a vast and increas- 
ing population. 

Though hitherto the thirst and pursuit of gold 
have swallowed up all desire to inquire after other 
minerals, yet, within a mile from Melbourne, there 
is a large deposit of iron ore, computed to be over 
two millions of tons, remarkable for its softness and 
purity ; it is also to be found in othert places through- 
out the colony, and is likely to be an object of traffic 
and use at no distant day. Antimony appears to exist 
at M'lvbr in considerable quantities. It is chiefly 
used in the manufacture of type ; also as an alloy for 
hardening tin and lead ; as well as for medicinal pur- 
poses. Tin is also to be found at the Ovens, but as 
the gold is found there also, and both procured by 
the same process, the former is not sought for. 

Althou^ this colony possesses many beautiftil 
tracts of country, as in the Grampians, Victoria 
Ranges, and Buffalo Mountains, in which the scenery 
and productions are peculiar to it, yet the greater part 
is similar in character to t^ose of surrounding colo- 
nies. This remark applies particularly to the north- 
western region. The scenery, productions, and soil 
of this portion of the province are predsely sbnilar 
to those of the extenaive regions of South Austra- 
lia, and along the Darling. The rich pastures cease, 
and a country of tertiary limestone, sand-hills, or a 
meagre clay soil, often saturated with salt, takes their 
place. 

The rainfall in this part of the province (pro- 
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bably from its vicinity to the great central desert) 
is much less than in the southern districts, so that 
the vegetation consists of hard, rigid plants and 
shrubs, interspersed with salt bushes. The latter 
render the Murray deserts eminently fitted for de- 
pasturing sheep, as this salt herbage and the dry soil 
effectually save the sheep from all the diseases to 
which they are subject in the south. The Mallee 
scrub is formed by dwarf Eucalypti, growing in dense 
masses, between which are intermingled the pine, 
a kind of Callitris, which yields the Sandarbo gum. 
In other parts of the wilderness AcacisB prevail, and 
are known by the name of " myall scrub.'' The most 
useful indigenous fruit-tree, the native peach, quan- 
dang {Furanus acuminatus)^ belongs to this part of 
the country. Ornamental shrubs, some of them of 
the. most brilliant description, are numerous. 

The coast tract, as well as the greater part of 
Gipp's Land, assumes entirely the physical characters 
of Tasmania. Some of the plains along the coast, 
westward, near Port Fairy for example, boast of the 
richest soil in the country. Other parts are low, 
and subject to inundation, and in these are found 
the native tea-tree, which it is almost impossible to 
extirpate. Large tracts of heath are also found, and 
at intervals, especially at Wilson's Promontory, and 
the eastern part of Gipp's Land, reaches of shifting 
sand extend continuously for miles. Picturesque 
bluffs of carboniferous sandstone occur on the coast 
beyond Western Port, and at Wilson's Promontory. 
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The mineral riches of this country are not yet 
sufficiently appreciated. We may here mention 
that argentiferous lead ore has been found at the 
Gibbo Creek, and malachite at the Grampians. 

At a moderate distance from the coast, along the 
whole extent of this province, there is an extremely 
fertile country; and when we consider that in the 
western and northern part of South Australia, and 
also in the Swan River colony, the really rich agri- 
cultural land forms only but scattered oases, and 
that in many districts of New South Wales the heat 
of the climate prevents the progress of agriculture, 
we must look upon Victoria as the most promising, 
for the future, even did she not possess a distribu- 
tion of gold through nearly the whole of her moun- 
tains. 

We cannot avoid here expressing our conviction 
that the richest of all the Gold Fields lie yet hidden 
in the unexplored recesses of the Snowy Mountains. 
Only a single party of diggers have as yet ascended 
the Boogong Mountains. They were Californians, 
and made the journey from the Buffalo Mountains. 
Surface gold was plentiful, and they were only pre- 
vented commencing operations for want of provi- 
sions. At the same time, it must be borne in mind 
that the severity of the climate during six or seven 
months of the year must in this district seriously 
retard the progress of settlement. The climate, 
however, is no worse than that experienced by the vil- 
lagers on the snow-clad mountains of Switzerland. 

Q 
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In the whole of the Australian continent, as far as 
discoveries have hitherto gone, there are not more 
than six mountains that rise to the height of eternal 
snow. In fact, excepting in the Grampians (Mount 
William) and the south-eastern ranges, the existence 
of even sub-alpine mountains is uncertain. In the 
latitude of Victoria, the snow, or height at which 
glaciers are never or very rarely dissolved by the 
summer heat, commences at 6000 feet — ^an elevation 
which is attained by three mountains, viz., the Boo- 
gong Kange, the highest peak of which is probably 
7000 feet. Mount Buller, and the Corborras. All the 
numerous mountains of the great dividing chain 
between Victoria and New South Wales are covered 
with snow during our rainy season ; they may be 
considered sub-alpine, their elevation being from 
4000 to 5000 feet. 

The chief timber of the Australian Alps is, as in 
other mountains, the Eucalypti. In the sub-alpine 
zone they are of moderate size, but as they ascend 
they degenerate into brushwood. In the Bufialo 
Mountains and Fuller's Ranges, enormous blocks of 
granite form bold outlines. The most prominent 
heights in the Ranges are Mounts Wellington, Va- 
lentia, Gisborne, Ben Cruachan, Angus, and Castle 
Hill, all from 4000 to 5000 feet high. At least 
of equal elevation are Mount Baw-baw and many 
mountains intermediate between the highest peaks. 
The mountains extending from the Limestone River 
to the Pinch Range, on the borders of New South 
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Wales, are likewise alpine or sub-alpine, but the 
greater part of these ranges are yet untrodden by 
civilized man. 

The Omeo country in this region resembles, in 
climate and scenery, the Highlands of Scotland. The 
plains are elevated 3000 feet above the level of the 
sea, and nothing can be more delightful than to pro- 
ceed in the summer from the parched plains, at the 
base of the mountains, to this elevated table-land, 
where the traveller finds a renewed spring, and a deli- 
cious climate. The emerald green of the Omeo Plains, 
the horses and cattle scattered over them, and the 
towering mountains which surround them, combine 
a beauty and a grandeur which the beholder cannot 
easily forget. This country was discovered by Mr. 
James MacFarlane. 

Towards the south-eastern part of Gipp's Land, 
the nature of the country alters almost suddenly 
from that of Van Dieman's Land to that of New 
South Wales. 

Beyond the Snowy River, the cabbage palm 
{Carypha Australis) attains the stupendous height 
of 60, and even, though rarely, 80 feet. This use- 
ful tree reaches here its most southern latitude, 
and associated with it are numerous climbers and 
other plants generally found within the tropics. 
The whole of this extraordinary region is, in fact, 
evidently sub-tropical. In all probability this phe- 
nomenon is partly traceable to the country being 
sheltered by Van Dieman's Land from the An- 
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tarctic, south, and south-westerly winds ; and by 
the mountains from the northern winds, which 
are extremely cold in winter, and a sirocco in sum- 
mer. Its only exposure is to the mild and gentle 
breezes of the Pacific Ocean. This region, as a pro- 
ducer of sub-tropical plants, is evidently destined 
to perform a great part in the industrial history of 
Victoria. 

Previous to the time of which we write, the greater 
portion of the lands above described, tracts free from 
timber and capable of depasturage, have been more 
or less occupied by squatters. This term is used 
as the most aristocratic one in the colony, the 
greater portion of them being emigrants possessed 
of capital, of enterprising character, and of respect- 
able families, from the mother country. Even at the 
present moment, notwithstanding the large fortunes 
made by many others at the Gold Fields, they form 
by far the wealthiest portion of the community, and 
hold a more prominent position from the advan- 
tages of birth and education. Victoria is, therefore, 
justly considered as a colony possessing the purest 
extraction of the Anglo-Saxon race. And, although 
it has happened that during the wild mania of emi- 
gration, after the discovery of the Gold Fields, 
thousands of every nation and class flocked to its 
shores, still, the foundation being so English in 
character, and the squatters holding possession of 
such immense tracts of country, we may reasonably 
hope that they and their principles will still predo- 
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minate. The only drawback to such an expecta- 
tion is the nature of the tenure by which they hold 
their lands, which, in all probability, will shortly be 
changed. Up to the present moment the nature of 
this tenure has been divided under three heads, to 
meet a like number of districts in the colony, deno- 
minated respectively as the settled, intermediate, 
and unsettled. 

The settled districts of the colony comprehend 
twenty-one counties, which were occupied and pro- 
claimed in 1848. The intermediate districts com- 
prehend the lands adjoining the above with almost 
the whole of that extensive tract known as Gipp's 
Land, already alluded to. The unsettled form the 
remainder. Leases for the first class are only issued 
from year to year, the rent fixed for each several run 
of land being proportioned according to the number 
of sheep or equivalent number of cattle it is esti- 
mated to be capable of feeding, — each run to con- 
tain 4000 sheep, or an equivalent number of cattle, 
at an annual rent of £10, increasing according to 
stock. Any portion of these runs can be put up 
for public sale and entered upon on the expiration 
of the lease. 

Upon the same terms and conditions, runs on the 
intermediate lands are also leased for a term not 
exceeding eight years, during the continuance of 
which lease the lands, or any portion thereof, may 
be purchased by the lessee, restricted, however, to 
certain limits, and not less than 160 acres could be 
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80 purchased Leases for the unsettled districts are 
issued not exceeding fourteen years in duration. 
The foregoing leases are for pastoral purposes only, 
with permission to the lessee to .cultivate any por- 
tion of the said run for the general support of his 
establishment, but not for the purpose of sale or 
barter. The upset price for land, and of which the 
lessees in the unsettled and intermediate districts 
have the privilege of purchase, is fixed at £1 per acre. 
K, however, on the expiration of a lease, the land 
is put up for sale, the improvements made by the 
tenant are valued by arbitration and the amount 
added to the upset price. In addition to the above 
rents the Government have reserved to themselves 
the power of levying a tax upon the sheep and cattle. 
Our space will not permit to enter into particulars 
as to the mode of leasing and disposing of the land. 
Government land sales are constantly taking place, 
and any person choosing any particular spot can 
^PPtyi ^y P^yi^g f^^ *^^ survey fee, to have any 
portion thereof put up at the same, the upset 
price being £1 an acre, except when the land has 
been portioned off for a township or contiguous 
to it. The drawback before alluded to will be re- 
moved as the lessees become purchasers, which now 
seems to be the greatest desideratum of the Legis- 
lature, and every exertion is being made to sur- 
vey the lands. By the formation of roads, building 
of bridges, together with enactments favourable to 
land proprietors, we may reasonably expect the 
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greater portion will become so. It thus happens 
that the squatters holding their stations only on 
leases of short duration, without the power of cul- 
tivation for traffic, have not, for the most part, con- 
sidered them as home, but as birds of passage con- 
tented to live on them, enduring discomfort and 
privation, accumulating wealth with the intention 
of either returning to dear fatherland, or purchas- 
ing property elsewhere. *It is, therefore, more politic 
for the Legislature to hold out every inducement 
possible to make them proprietors as well as lessees. 
The life consequent upon such a system, and with 
such objects in view, does not tend to the advan- 
tage of society, or the proper colonization of the 
country. The stations are generally far apart, the 
intercourse little and uncertain, the mode of life 
semi-savage, or too much retired for the growth and 
benefit of civilization. A visit to one of them may 
not be inappropriate. 

After many incidents during a tour through a 
northern district, some of which will be found else- 
where, we drew near a station where it was our in- 
tention to stay a few days ; the author, therefore, 
chooses, as this is a good one, to describe a specimen 
of the major part, — although, indeed, Blenheim had 
an attraction that many cannot boast of, in being 
under the domestic sway of a lady, and that too, of 
one sufficient in herself to ameliorate the hardships 
of a residence in far Bushland. A long ride over 
some rocky hills, covered with the stunted honey- 
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suckle-tree and loose herbage, and along the banks 
of a pretty stream, through a large plain here and 
there interspersed with trees, under whose shade lay 
the grouping flocks, — scenery not surpassed in the 
pastoral districts of England, though having a degree 
of wildness and an absence of the human form divine 
— brought us to a line of paling stretching across the 
plain ; and this our guide pointed out as the general 
landmark to find a station, for, from the extent of 
the runs, they cannot be fenced, but a few hundred 
acres around the station are generally more or less 
so, with posts and rails for the purpose of occasionally 
collecting the flocks and herds, — the former for 
shearing, and the latter for branding, which last 
operation is necessary from the constant occurrence 
of cattle straying into other runs, and the difficulty 
occasioned thereby of identification; and as the 
branding only takes place every second or third year, 
it is rendered more necessary, for the sake of the in- 
creased number during the interval, and which are 
only known by the general resemblance to iiie herd 
which they accompany. 

While speaking on this matter, we may further 
describe it as rather an exciting event to the squat- 
ters. When a proprietor resolves to have a grand 
branding-day, his neighbours for miles around are 
invited to assist, he returning the compliment when 
required. We joined one of these battues, and were 
it notfor our being under the particular guardianship 
of a Bush horseman, we certainly would have been 
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lost in the wilds and woods we had to go through, 
or injured, if not killed, by some of the ferocious 
attacks of the herds we encountered. 

We started about daybreak, after a hurried break- 
fast, some thirty horsemen in number, the only 
weapon for the chase being what is termed a stock 
whip. It has a thick handle, of about 16 inches in 
length, and a very heavy tapering thong of 18 to 
20 feet It is most surprising with what dexterity 
and effect they are handled. At a hand-gallop we 
rode about six miles over the plain ere we entered 
the forest country where the herds were known to 
be. The horses we rode, as far as appearance went, 
did not seem of any great repute, but were without 
exception the best and most enduring that ever came 
under my experience in all the different parts of the 
world I have been in. In truth, the Bush horse of 
Australia bears a resemblance to the Arabian, to 
which it owes its extraction ; though not so pretty, 
yet they are short, well-knit, and high-mettled, pos- 
sessing an indomitable power of speed, endurance, 
and agility, with a brilliant eye and large nostril, 
and trained for this particular use beyond the power 
of description. For two or three hours we traversed 
the woods in all directions seekingforthe main body ; 
at length, in an open glade by the side of a little 
stream, as we gained a rising ground, we saw a large 
number beneath us, about a thousand. The practised 
eye of the owner soon discovered that several hun- 
dred were still wanting; so, retracing our steps a little 

H 
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to a Tttore open part of the wood, we dismounted, to 
hold consultation as to our future proceedings. It 
was resolved, that we should form six separate par- 
ties, myself and friend accompanying our host, with 
two others of the most experienced. The direc- 
tions were, for each party to take a different route, 
making a detour, and scour the country round, driv- 
ing towards the glade all the stray herds they met. 
It was also directed, that each party, as they came 
near the glade, were to remain perdu^ until they 
could ascertain that the whole six were collected. 
We were occupied in this duty two or three hours, 
and several times had to turn the flank of some out- 
straying ones endeavouring to make off in a con- 
trary direction as we approached them. On one 
occasion, as we discovered three fine black bulls, 
which our host said were the chief of the herd, we 
cautiously drew near them ; however, they showed 
an evident disposition to fight. The horses, now left 
entirely to their own guidance, moved quietly on 
them in the form of a half circle. Scarcely had our 
host given the caution, " Loose the reins and stick 
on," when the three bulls gave a low moaning bel- 
low, and simultaneously rushed frantically upon us, 
with heads towards the ground and taQs in the air. 
The most formidable of the three seemed to single 
me out as its victim, and in a second the infiiriated 
beast rushed on me. My presence of mind did not 
desert me ; I faithfully obeyed the order I had re- 
ceived, and held on like grim death. I felt suddenly 
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whirled about, and my sight somewhat dimmed by 
the rapidity of the movements. When I could see, I 
found myself going full pace aftei" the retreating bull, 
who had actually touched my leg as he charged past 
me, borne free by my well-trained steed. A well- 
delivered lash from the long-thonged whip wielded 
by one of the gentlemen who supported me, turned 
the chase in the right direction, and soon the trio 
were making towards the glade. My friend was not 
so fortunate, for, though he had received the same 
caution, he was not quick enough to meet the sud- 
den whirl of his horse, and was pitched head fore- 
most on " mother earth ;" the horse, however, con- 
tinued the chase, and, when we drew in, stopped and 
waited quietly for his discomfited rider. 

At another time, as I was going down a thickly 
wooded ravine, I sjiarted a cow and calf. With the 
utmost fury the former rushed on me, when my 
horse, with the agility of a cat, bore me round a large 
tree, and immediately of himself took up the chase, 
bearing me alongside nolens volens, still edging on 
the animal, turning her in the right direction. When, 
at length, we had reached the glade, and as each 
party drove some before them, then indeed it was 
an exciting scene to see their discomfiture, fierce and 
determined, and evidently inclined to show fight. 
Whilst, however, they seemed to deliberate, the at- 
tacking party formed a three-quarter circle around 
them, gradually emerging from the forest, the horses 
themselves forming the curvature, the riders' whole 
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attention being devoted to cracking their whips and 
shouting. What a moment of intense anxiety, as 
some lordly bull of the herd would turn round and 
present a hostile appearance, the whole herd imitat- 
ing him in preparing for a grand rush 1 As the cor- 
don grew more distinct, and the opening became 
more exposed, the herd, now about 1500 in number, 
discovering it, made one grand rush, heading as we 
wished them to go. The day now was partly won, for, 
having once succeeded in collecting the entire body, 
and giving them the lead in the proper direction, 
the rest was not attended with much difficulty, 
except to keep them blindly at fall pace as long as 
possible. The shouts and cracking of whips were 
stunning, and we all dashed into the wood as if in- 
fected with the same wildness as the animals ; indeed, 
the horses seemed to enter most heartily into the 
spirit of the thing, and on they went with headlong 
speed : crashing through the woods, over fallen tim- 
ber and deep ravine, wading rivers, " o'er bank, bush, 
and scaur," they hurried on, until we opened on the 
plain, when the now foaming cattle drew up to 
breathe. After whipping in the loiterers, and form- 
ing all in a compact body, we drew in rein and dis- 
mounted, most of the party to light their pipes, 
which form the constant companions of the Bush- 
men. We had still six miles to take them. On the 
verge of the plain ran the river, over which, with 
considerable difficulty, we urged them, and as we 
waded after them, and reached the opposite bank, 
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whether from the renewed vigour from the stream, 
or the scattering and delay of getting them over, we 
had not time to form them into a body before they 
made a^retrograde attack. It was then the wonder- 
ful sagacity of our horses was most apparent. Im- 
mediately on the rush, all reins were loosened, and 
the horses, coming together into a close body, whirled 
round, forming a circuit after the herd. Never was 
charge of cavalry executed with greater order or 
precision than these half-wild horses, without whip, 
spur, or rein, manoeuvred. Closing round the leaders 
of the herd ere they reached the stream, outflanking 
them, they succeeded in bringing them to their for- 
mer position. It was really most astonishing to see 
how the horses watched any indication of a back- 
ward movement, and with what spirit they main, 
tained the chase during the whole day. 

Towards evening we approached the station, 
when we were joined by several herdsmen and dogs, 
who mingled amongst the horsemen, and assisted us 
to drive the whole within the stockade. My horse 
seemed as fresh as when I started, although I am 
certain of having gone more than sixty miles during 
the day, and most of that of hard and difficult riding. 
His saddle and bridle were taken off, and he was 
turned loose into a paddock, but it was several days 
ere I could get into the saddle again. 

Most of the squatters' houses are on the same 
cottage plan, unless, indeed, some of recent date, 
which are of a more extensive style and pretension. 
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Blenheim fronts in a bend of the river, with a pretty 
garden of about two acres in extent before it, fenced 
in. The house is on a gentle rise ; the outer walls 
roughly built of uncut stone, partitioned with tim- 
ber, cottage style, with a deep verandah in the 
centre, on which opened the dining and sitting 
room. A wing on either side, for the sleeping 
apartments, opens sideways on the verandah. A 
passage runs in rear of the two front rooms, divid- 
ing them from the kitchen and store-room. The 
wings on either side extend back for some sixty 
feet, forming a small yard, a wall, with gateway, 
completing the square. In these are the servants' 
apartments, laundry, dairy, and stores. Some 
twenty paces further to the rear is another block 
of buildings of a similar description, though still 
more rudely constructed. These contain the over- 
seer's house in front, with stables. Wool-shed, and 
stores in the yard. On one side of the buildings is 
a large, well-fenced stockade, used for penning the 
cattie for branding, and the sheep for shearing. 
Close to this is the horse paddock, and on the other 
side some fifty acres of tillage are fenced in. This, 
and a similar field along the banks of the river, 
comprise the whole cultivation on a run containing 
20,000 acres. 

The house, as seen from the river, has a very 
pleasing appearance. The garden is always kept in 
beautiful order, and the trellis-work around the 
verandah covered with creepers, which extend over 
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the roof, hiding the shingles, which would other- 
wise have rather a rusty appearance, concealing 
also the unfinished sides of the building. Consider, 
able attention is paid to the interior comfort at 
Blenheim, owing to the advantage it has over many 
which we have already alluded to. The sitting 
rooms are neatly furnished, one having a good piano, 
and the other three parts lined with handsome book 
shelves, full of works of every kind — a great desi- 
deratum in the country, so far away from a town. 
We spent several happy days at Blenheim ; in fact, 
during our whole tour of some six weeks' duration, 
we experienced the greatest hospitality from the 
squatters ; the great difficulty being to get away, so 
attentive and kind they always were in promoting 
all kinds of amusement to induce us to prolong our 
stay. 

We had several days of exciting sport in hunt- 
ing the kangaroo, equal, indeed, to fox-hunting, and 
when they broke cover the pace was killing. It was 
most amusing to see this curious animal leaping on 
its hind-legs, and outstripping our best horses and 
dogs. Another sport in which we two or three times 
indulged was wild turkey shooting, curious and 
sedate enough in its way, though fall of excitement 
and fun. Fancy six keen sportsmen sitting on a 
bundle of hay, in a bullock-cart, quietly moving over 
the plain. We had two carts, our party consisting 
of two divisions, each pursuing a different route. 
After some three or four miles we gradually came 
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upon a flock quietly feeding, which appeared quite 
regardless of our approach. It is most curious that 
these birds, so exceedingly wary on the appearance 
of either a pedestrian or horseman, will, neverthe- 
less, allow a buUock-team to come quite dose to 
them. I am ashamed to confess the bait was too 
tempting to prevent us firing on them as they 
strutted about in apparent confident security. At a 
preconcerted signal, bang went three pieces, and a like 
number of fine birds were sprawling on the ground. 
As the remainder took the wing, our reserved fire 
brought down two more. We were several hours 
without getting another opportunity, and then only 
a chance shot on the wing. 

Towards evening both parties returned, loaded 
with twelve as fine turkeys as ever graced a larder. 
They are better than the tame bird, having a fine 
wild-fowl flavour. The wing is coloured meat, the 
leg and breast being white. 

Another day was spent in fishing on a large lake 
into which the river discharges itself, and as several 
gentlemen lived around it, we made an excursion to 
one of their houses. It seemed almost a fac-simile 
of Blenheim, wanting, however, the chief attraction 
there, and the comforts attending it. Besides these, 
and other sports by day, we had others by the moon- 
lit nights in shooting the opossum and spearing the 
dingoes. Of the former, when the moon was in the 
full, we had two or three trials. With dogs trained 
for the sport, we started for the forest. Shortly after 
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we entered it, the dogs gave tongue, and, following 
them, we found them barking under a tree, up which 
an opossum had gone. It took us some time ere we 
could decide which spot he was on, as they hide them- 
selves with wonderful instinct, sometimes stretched 
along a branch at full length ; at another, coiled up 
like a ball at the top of a bough* We fired several 
shots without success ; at length I fired at the top of 
a dead limb, and down came poor opossum to the 
ground. We had considerable success at this sport, 
and I have now a beautiful rug as a trophy. 

The horse I had ridden at the first cattle-hunt my 
kind host begged my acceptance of : he is stiU in my 
possession, and justly considered most valuable. At 
first he was a fierce and untameable brute, but ere 
were turned to Melbourne he was to me as gentle 
as a lamb. I think my first advance into his good 
graces was on a moonlight night, when we sallied out 
in search of dingoes, the dogs being tied up, but ex- 
ceedingly restless on their chains. In a small yard, 
not far from my own sleeping apartment, Blenheim, 
for so I called him, was now kept in compliment to 
me, and I was in the habit of paying him many a 
visit, and there feeding him ; several escapes have I 
had fi'om his hoofs, for at first he would lash out at 
me most unmercifully. This evening he was more 
quiet, and I was holding a sheaf of oats for him to 
eat, when he suddenly gave a snort, and, as his eye of 
fire looked up, it seemed to say — "there is sport upon 
the wind." This the cry of the dingoes soon assured 

I 
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me of. I had barely time to grasp a long spear which 
lay near me^ open the gate, and jump on his back 
without saddle or bridle. As I cleared the enclosure, 
two other horsemen, mounted in like fashion, rode 
on with me, separating after a few seconds, into the 
scrub. Trusting myself entirely to my steed, thanks 
to my Irish education in horse-riding, I stuck on, 
now grazing a tree, now stooping under a branch, 
now down a deep ravine, over fallen timber, rushing 
madly on with the wild cry of the dogs in our rear, 
for they were loosed immediately on our starting. 
I had cleared a fence with one hand, holding firmly 
by the mane and the other poising my spear, ready 
for action, when my horse snorting, with head to- 
wards the ground, intimated to me that the enemy 
was near. I raised my spear and drove it through the 
dingoe, but the headlong speed at which we went 
made me lose my balance, and I came tumbling over 
on my foe. Two or three dogs coming up at the mo- 
ment soon, however, finished him, and I had scarce 
regained my feet ere Blenheim had returned quietly 
to my side, he having shot past when I fell. At other 
times, even with bridle and saddle, it was a difficult 
matter to mount him ; now he stood quietly steady 
for me, and did the same ever afterwards. 

The chase continued for some time with considera- 
ble success, and ere we returned to the station we 
made such an inroad into their numbers as rendered 
them innocuous to the flocks of Blenheim for many a 
day. These and the waringalls are a horrid plague to 
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the herdsmen, for, though they are cowardly brutes, 
and their visits not very frequent, yet, when they do 
come, it is generally in a pack, and, not content with 
killing and eating a few of the sheep, they will de- 
stroy several for their blood, and, rendered formida- 
ble by their numbers, will defy the watch-dogs and 
single herds. When, therefore, it is rumoured that 
they are in the neighbourhood, the flocks nearest the 
station are driven into the home paddock, and all 
the dogs tied up, everything, in fact, ready for a 
grand rush at them. The indications of their ap- 
proach are known by the dogs, by the horses, or by 
any of the natives if they happen to be at the station ; 
these last are very cunning in detecting the peculia- 
rities of the wild animals common to the country. 

There were two of the aborigines almost domiciled 
at Blenheim, and showed considerable docility and 
obedience from the kind treatment they received, 
although the most unintellectual pair of human be- 
ings I ever saw. The Australian natives belong to 
the Malay race, though diiFering in some essential 
points. They bear no affinity to the New Zealan- 
ders. Unless when domesticated, they wear no cloth- 
ing of any description ; when it is very cold, during 
winter nights, they wrap round them a rug made 
from the opossum or wallaby skin. They endure 
cold, rain, and hardship of every description, without 
even an attempt to alleviate it. They are exceed- 
ingly indolent, and savage in their manners and mode 
of life, and are very seldom domesticated. They live 
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principally on half-roasted animal food and different 
roots, which they display a wonderful shrewdness in 
discovering. They are said to devour their enemies 
when taken in battle. As a people, they are fast 
disappearing; in fact, in the eastern part of Victoria 
but few are to be found. Their fate has been acce- 
lerated by the influence of disease, which they had 
no skill to baffle ; almost invariably their contact 
with the white man has been attended with unmixed 
evil to them, more particularly from the inordinate 
love they soon acquire for ardent spirits, and thus, 
as the settler advances, they are fast dwindling away 
from the vast country once their own. 

The sketch relative to the advancement of agri- 
culture, and its extent in the colony, we defer to our 
closing chapter, as its progress is daily becoming 
more apparent. By waiting for the latest accoimts, 
we will have the opportunity of giving the fullest 
and most favourable view of the subject. 

Many places in Victoria are so densely timbered, 
that, to prepare a single acre for the plough would 
be as much as any two men could accomplish in a 
week. The timber is not of such value as one would 
suppose, in consequence of the difficulty and ex- 
pense in sawing and carting it away, and the largest 
trees are uniformly imeven and rotten within. Nor 
have the settlers of Australia the same facilities the 
American has, for they cannot make rafts of it to 
send down the rivers ; the timber of Australia will 
not float. There is, however, one advantage derived 
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from it — it does not take fire easily, and you seldom 
or ever hear of a house being burnt, notwithstanding 
the carelessness and drunkenness of servants. So 
hard, indeed, is the wood, that I have often kindled a 
fire on the timber floor of my workshop, without any 
injury to the apartment. The durability of such 
dense wood is of great importance, for around the 
cultivated fields we have neither hedges nor stone 
walls, the fences being entirely constructed of timber. 
A single tree may be found sufficient to fence an acre. 
The fences are constructed in the following man- 
ner : — Three rails are placed horizontally above one 
another, about eighteen inches apart, with each end 
inserted into morticed posts, sunk about two feet 
into the ground, and five feet above it. Two or three 
hundred rails and posts may be obtained from one 
tree ; and there is a trade carried on in this Une, and 
regular sawyers and splitters, whose trade is to go 
about preparing timber, and putting up these fences. 
For the most part the trees are of enormous dimen- 
sions, averaging from thirty to sixty feet in circum- 
ference four feet above the ground, and from two to 
three hundred feet in length. It is no imcommon 
thing to see a tree forty feet in circumference, and 
one hundred feet high, before even one branch ap- 
pears. The common tree is the Eucalyptus or gum- 
tree. 

Our time does not permit us to enter into minute 
description of the various trees of the Australian 
forest ; but as they bear a close affinity to those of 
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Tasmania, which we fully described in our work on 
that country, we must refer our readers to it 

Vast forests, diversified with mountains and val- 
leys, beside innumerable plains with a few scattered 
trees ; rivers appearing like a chain of ponds ; here 
and there a solitary patch of cleared land ; — ^form the 
principal features of the vast continent, now divided 
into four separate and independent countries. To 
a wanderer through Victoria, nothing so attracts 
his attention as the open forest land, which appears 
like a gentleman's demesne in England, occupied, 
however, only by the fleet-passing emu, or the Mrild- 
leaping kangaroo. Again, his vision is delighted 
by lofty ranges, covered with most beautiful ver- 
dure to their summits ; extensive lagoons, darkened 
with legions of wild-fowl; innumerable birds, of the 
most beautiful plumage, chirping and flitting from 
every tree ; flowers of every hue and shade in the 
rainbow are seen, strewing your path as you proceed ; 
above you the blue Italian sky, the fair vault of 
heaven, unruffled by a cloud ; the air around you 
soft, pure, and balmy, and all in silence around 
him — such is Australia ! In such a scene as this 
it was once my fate, during my wanderings, to 
witness a sudden change that broke upon the con- 
templations which the solemn stillness and solitude 
gave rise to, by one of those throes of nature this 
climate is subject to. It was during a ramble 
through the mountains of Victoria, in the midst of 
one of the most awftd thunder-storms ever expe- 
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rienced in the colony. The day had closed ere I had 
time to take up the track through the forest, and I 
knew not what direction to take across an extensive 
plain before me. Thus night closed upon me ; the 
repeated flashes of Ughtning rendered darkness visi- 
ble, and coruscations and lurid glare made it appear 
as if the very atmosphere was on fire. The very air 
I breathed was tainted with strong sulphuric odour. 
Loud and rapid peals of thunder reverberated from 
hill to hill around me, and the forked lightning 
struck the earth in repeated flashes at my very feet 
My horse was scared, and reftised to move. At length 
the war of the elements seemed to close ; and now 
huge torrents of rain came pouring down. Sheltering 
myself beneath my horse in an open space, to avoid 
the falling trees repeatedly struck by the lightning, 
shivering them to atoms, I patiently watched through 
that fearful night ; and when the daylight did appear, 
fearful was the havoc around me — ^the combined 
power of both lightning and whirlwind had done its 
part : the giant lords of the forest were either strewn 
on the ground, stripped of their branches by the 
devastating hurricane, or split from stem to stem, 
prostrated on the ground, displa3dng the mighty 
power that had overthrown them. The warm rays 
of a bright autumnal sun, and the entire cessation 
of the rain and tempest, caused all aroxmd to ap- 
pear calm and placid, with a balmy freshness in the 
air, fi'om the heavy torrents that fell ; and though 
my limbs were stifFfrom the weary watching through 
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that terrific night, yet the morning beams restored 
me, and hunger exciting both steed and owner, we 
soon hied to a friendly squatter's, whose house, with 
much difficulty through the falling timber, we at 
length in safety reached. 

Before we close this chapter, to turn to matters 
of a very different character, we would say a few 
words of the emu and kangaroo, a bird and animal 
so strange and unknown amongst those in Europe. 
The emu in form and size closely resembles the 
ostrich, but the feathers, if feathers they can be 
called, are very different, being close, spiral, silky 
hair, bearing no affinity to the close-knit feather ; 
being thus ckd, therefore, they cannot fly ; however, 
the rapid movement and muscular power of their 
long legs fully make up for this deficiency. They 
stand from five to seven feet in height, and in the 
distance look most strange and imposing to a 
stranger on first seeing a group of them speeding 
over the plain. They thus can outstrip the fleetest 
horse. The colour is dark gray or black ; occasion- 
ally a few spots of dirty white appear under the 
nondescript wing. They form a considerable object 
of chase in the wild prairies, and over the extensive 
tracts of open country in the interior, more, indeed, 
as an object of exciting amusement, in the often finit- 
less attempts to run them down or circumvent them. 
Their flesh is of little value, being of an oily, disa- 
greeable taste, though highly approved of by the 
natives. Their feathers are not valuable, and seldom 
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used ; with some care, however, a very good oil is 
obtaiQed by boiling them down, which some of the 
more experienced Bushmen turn to good account. 
The emu lays from ten to twelve eggs, which they 
hide in the sand or loose earth ; they are much 
larger than the ostrich, measuring from ten to 
twelve inches in circumference, and are of a dark- 
blue colour. 

The kangaroo is a very curious-looking animal, 
having all the properties of the deer, but of a very 
different form and appearance ; there are several 
kinds of them, and they go regularly down from the 
large forester, which stands five feet high, through 
several grades of sizes, even to the rat and mouse 
kangaroo, all preserving exactly the same form, and 
the same manner of living and peculiarities, in the 
most remarkable way — a curious study for the na- 
turalist. 

They answer for the stag and hare-hunting of 
England ; the colour of the skin is that of the hare ; 
they are of a very curious shape, sitting on their 
hind-legs, which are long and sinewy, but bent under 
them to support them in a sitting posture, with body 
and head erect. Their forefeet, or rather arms, are very 
short and small, but strong and sinewy, used more as 
claws for procuring their food ; the whole species is 
entirely graminivorous. The head is like that of a 
young deer, though the ears andnose are longer ; they 
have a quiet and gentle aspect, and are very easily 
tamed ; indeed, even in their wild state they are often 

K 
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seen herding with the sheep and cattle, with whom 
they live on very peaceable terms. They never have 
more than two young at a time, which they carry in a 
pouch under the belly, and from which the young 
are in the first place bom ; and this peculiarity is in 
all the different kinds, down to the little mouse. The 
flesh is good for eating, but, not having any fat, re^ 
quires to be well larded and dressed in a particular 
manner ; the tail particularly is as &med for soup as 
the ox-tail ; it is large and long, and used to guide 
them in their extraordinary movements* The skin 
is tough and strong, and makes the finest leather in 
the world for ladies' shoes. Untanned, but preserved 
with the hair on, it forms a splendid rug, impervious 
to rain, and was the only covering used by the natives 
in former days. When not excited in the chase, 
their motions, skipping and jumping from their hind- 
legs, is very graceful and elegant. When, however, 
they are himted, they go off in one continued suc- 
cession of rapid bounds, leaping, each one, over fifc 
teen to twenty paces. The chase of these animals in 
several parts of Australia and Tasmania is as regu-r 
lar as our fox-hunting in England, and dogs of a 
particular breed are kept for that purpose. We will 
close this chapter with a short account of the last 
one we were present at. 

It was on a fine morning in the month of June, 
which corresponds with the English November, 
that, as the sun gilded the tops of the Warraboo 
Hills, in company with a gay young soldier, lately 
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from Leicester, and arrayed in the hunting gear for 
which that Nimrod county is justly famed, that I 
mounted my dog-cart, and drove from our encamp- 
ment, situated in a beautiful, romantic, little plain, 
in the neighbourhood of Ballaarat. My own gear, 
though not so stunning as iny lively companion's, 
was perhaps more appropriate : a comfortable bea- 
ver, of an antique wear and character, and well 
strapped under my chin, formed my head-dress ; a 
Crimson neck-tie, to give me some appearance of a 
Meltonian, and a green shooting-jacket ; with patent 
leather overall boots, the common under-dress of 
the Australian, and which almost hid out the leather 
breeches, made me equal to face any forest, bank, 
bush, or scaur, so constantly met with in the 
chase. 

A drive of about fourteen miles in the cool of the 
morning sharpened our appetites to enjoy to the full 
extent the luxurious and magnificent repast pre- 
pared for us and some twenty more at the hospita- 
ble home of Mr. Penrose, one of the largest and 
wealthiest proprietors of stations in Victoria, and 
one of the few houses where a style equal, if not 
superior, to an English country-house is always kept 
up. Having done every justice to the viands before 
tis, we adjourned to the lawn before his door, where 
the hounds and horses were awaiting our appear- 
ance; and though neither men, horses, nor dogs,- 
bore much resemblance to a meet in Leicester, or 
the Queen's hounds at Windsor, yet the heroes of 
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the chase that morning assembled might rank 
amongst the proudest of Britain's noblest sons; and 
the steeds, though not turned out with such sleek 
coats or Peat-like gear, yet were they, perchance, 
more available for a hard run than many an English 
hunter; while the dogs, a motley group and lean 
withal, soon gave us proof of the sterling quality 
of their breed. 

A short distance through an open glade brought, 
us to a skirt of the wild forest, into which, making 
a detour, we entered, the dogs still being coupled. 
After rambling on for half-an-hour, scattering about 
to hunt up the game, a fine forester kangaroo broke 
cover and bounded off, heading towards the plain. 
The dogs were now loosed, and, giving tongue with 
a will, broke on the chase. Whilst dashing through 
the wood in the mad excitement of the moment, we 
had to commit ourselves entirely to the mercy of 
our well-trained steeds. One or two of our number, 
indeed, unused to the wonderful agility of the Aus- 
tralian horse, were made closer acquainted with 
mother earth. On opening the plain we beheld the 
hounds but a short way before us, in fiill cry, and 
though many a time I have hunted with the best; 
hounds in my own dear native land from my very 
boyhood days, yet never have I recollected being 
engaged in a more strange or exciting chase than 
the one now before us. The kangaroo in his wild 
jumps seemed to fly through the air, and on we 
sped over hill and dale, through field and mead^ 
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with many a noble feat of horsemanship unrivalled 
in the annals of fox-hunting. Many were soon dis- 
tanced ; again the chase led on through the forest, 
and then the skill of the hardy steeds appeared, as 
dashing, crashing madly, themselves excited in the 
chase, they bore us along. 

Ascending a small hill, another plain opened on 
our view, intersected by a wide and rapid river ; into 
this the forester made his way, and now half beat 
from a run of more than ten miles without a check, 
prepared to meet his foe ; and as each dog came 
rushing on him, he quickly tore him with his fore- 
paws, or, sometimes seizing two at a time, held them 
underwater, drowning them in the stream. When, 
however, the rest of the pack came up, refreshed, no 
doubt, by his cooling delay, he regained the bank 
and bounded off again. Amid the floating and torn 
dogs, we, madly, to a man, took the foaming current. 
Some were swept down the stream, and with diffi- 
culty regained the shore they came from. My gay 
young friend and I were amongst the fortunate ones, 
and, following on, we soon again took up the chase, 
which, now heading over a hill of stunted trees and 
loose stones, seemed sheer madness, as in reckless 
style and still full pace we dashed on. As we 
reached the summit of the hill the poor kangaroo's 
day was nearly over, for though in going down the 
hiU he gained considerably on the dogs, yet in the 
valley they once more overtook him. A gentleman, 
an old sportsman, now dismounted as we drew in 
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the reins of our panting and well-nigh exhausted 
steeds, and in his endeavour to beat off the dogs, re- 
ceived a severe wound on his face from the kangaroo. 
This was, however, his last effort, when he fell at his 
feet, the victim of our day's sport. Were I to re- 
count one-tenth of the gallant feats that day per- 
formed by our illustrious field, as we slowly bent 
our way homewards, or sat over the blazing hearth, 
I should write another book, having as my subject 
alone, "Incidents of the chase in Victoria." 
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" New objects open to his wondering view, 
Of varioiiB forms and combinations new ; 
A rocky precipice, a waving wood, 
Deep winding dell, and foaming mountain flood. 
Each after each, with coy and sweet delay, 
Broke on his sight at the young dawn of day." 

Paulding. 

'* And there was mounting in hot haste : the steed. 
The mustering squadron, and the clattering car 
Went pouring forward with impetuous speed, 
And swiftly forming in the ranks of war ; 
As the deep thunder, peal on peal, a&r, 
And near, the beat of the alarming drum. 
Boused up the soldier ere the morning star." 

Btbon. 



THERE are two routes to Ballaarat — ^that one 
via Geelong, by which you have the advan- 
tages of the steamers going and returning each day ; 
and, ere this, a still more expeditious mode by the 
railway. The second route is across the country, 
and more direct, and as this is the route the troops 
marched previous to the disturbances of which we 
are about to write, we take it from a journal kept 
on the occasion. Returning, therefore, to the first — 
well^onducted steamers leave the wharf at 11 and 
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1 o'clock each day; the distance is forty miles: the 
first six is down the river, as before described, and 
passing close along Williamstown through a forest 
of shipping, you turn off by the lighthouse to the 
right into the wide reach opening on Corio Bay. 

The scenery before spoken of is not very remark- 
able. The immense plain spreading away to the 
right, partly wooded along the shore, and to the left 
the wide expanse of the bay, with the Port Philip 
Heads in the distance, and a thickly wooded country 
extending along the bay to Geelong. 

In summer the sea is seldom very rough; parties 
of pleasure are constantly visiting the rival cities, 
attended by bands of music, which make the trip 
by no means monotonous. At the head of the bay, 
close along shore, on a rising ground of a cliff-like 
form, stretching away, is the very pretty city of 
Geelong; at first sight it has a finer appearance 
than its more lordly rival, — this is from its position, 
not having a long low swamp before it. It is, as it 
were, more easily seen, with its handsome buildings 
and pretty streets, running up perpendicularly from 
the shore, thrown out in bold relief. Underneath 
the brow, on the beach, are the Custom House, 
bonded stores, and warehouses; three large and 
commodious jetties run out into deep water, to pre- 
vent inconvenience of low water at fall of the tide. 
One of these is exclusively for steamers and the dis- 
embarkation of passengers; the second for merchant 
vessels and merchandise; the third, the handsomest 
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of the three, for the railway, and along which are the 
railway stores and buildings, constructed in the Eng- 
lish style of massiveness and taste, adding much to 
the imposing view in the first glance of a stranger. 
Though foreign to our purpose to dwell long in 
description, we must be excused in writing a pass- 
ing word on Geelong. The activity, energy, and 
skill of its municipal body, well supported by the 
liberality of the community, outdo even that of 
Melbourne ; and though it is a city of much more 
recent date, having been incorporated on the 12th 
October, 1849, it is fast rising in magnificence as 
it is in importance; and, fi^om its elevated situation, 
it is cooler in summer and more healthy. The city 
is built on a ridge extending along the edge of the 
bay, the principal streets running up to the summit 
or crest, but the ascent being very gradual is scarcely 
perceptible. At the top, on a level of some extent, 
most of the churches and public buildings have 
been erected within large enclosures ; and a few of 
the more beautiful forest trees still remaining, com- 
bined with the good order and different styles of 
architecture, the whole has a most pleasing and 
picturesque appearance. On the opposite side an 
equal gradual descent leads through a park, reserved 
as a public pleasure ground, to the valley, through 
which runs the river Barwin speeding its course to 
the southward, emptying itself into Bass's Straits, 
and not, as one would suppose, into the bay. Along 
the banks of the river, and on either side of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



74 ROUTES TO BALLAARAT. 

park, new and well-built streets appear, fonning as 
pretty a tableau as any city in the world. 

Before the Barwon enters the sea, it forms three 
pretty lakes, known as Lakes Connewarre, six mUes 
from the town, one of the prettiest drives imagin- 
able. A good road conducts you hither by the 
southern outlet of the city along the crest looking 
over the beach, passing by the Botanical Gardens, 
at present in an embryo state. The lakes appear 
distinct sheets of water, from the wooded promon- 
tories hiding the steam which connects them. The 
land rises most charmingly from the water, and be- 
yond them a belt of high ground, heavily timbered, 
conceals the sea. At one place the margin gently dips 
or runs into the lake, and again recedes, forming seve- 
ral pretty bays and picturesque headlands. The land 
around the lakes, divided into lots from one to two 
hundred acres,has been purchased by thewealthier in- 
habitants, and several handsome residences and beau- 
tifully laid out grounds adorn their margin. One 
gentleman in particular, whose hospitality and kind- 
ness we shall ever remember with feelings of much 
gratitude, has chosen one of these sections as his sub- 
urban residence, and named itBenore,andMr. George 
Thompson's happy home is most prominent amongst 
the beautiful objects in this neighbourhood; also 
Constantine, the handsome residence of Dr. Bailie, 
late Mayor of the city, a gentleman remarkable 
for his urbanity and hospitality, and for his extreme 
anxiety to advance the interests of his adopted 
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country. There are several other excursions from 
the city, one in particular to the Vineyards, about 
three miles distant, beautifully situated on a sloping 
ridge above the river. Every kind of vine has been 
imported to these gardens, for the purpose of prov- 
ing the feasibility of extending their culture through 
the district — it being generally supposed as most 
favourable for the growth of the grape in making 
wine. There are also fine farms and gardens in the 
neighbourhood, and a trip to the Marrabool Hills 



will show the justice of the appellation of the "Blessed 
Australia." This locality is thus described by an ad- 
mired author : — 

" Never before did the mimosa seem to bear such 
lovely blossoms, or shed such fragrant flowers ; hills 
and dales were alike covered with them, principally 
of a yellow colour, presenting to the eye an unusual 
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and beautiful appearance ; never before did the air 
seem so pure, clear, and inspiring, as in the delicious 
valley beneath those hills. The herbage, soft and 
green and luxuriant, formed an emerald sward. 
Flowers of all hues enamelled the hills and vaUeys, 
buttercups, dandelions, eglantine, daisies, and snow- 
drops, covered the ground. The trees, mimosa and 
honeysuckle, whilst here and there some giants of 
the Eucalyptus order grew in handsome clumps, 
some in full blossom, others without any, but not the 
less beautiful ; while between them were green open 
spaces, on which the glorious sun poured down a 
golden flood of light." 

The road to Ballaarat leads through the park, over 
the river Barwon. A curious pontoon bridge, in 
heavy swells of the river rather a dangerous affair to 
cross, has given place to a modern, handsome bridge, 
not yet finished. Before crossing the river is Bar- 
won-terrace, the handsome house and gardens of Mr. 
P. Welsh, one of the original settlers in the colony, 
a gentleman well known for his urbanity and hospi- 
tality. Passing over a plain used as a common 
pasture land, and full of fine cattle, you ascend a 
rising ground, which commands an extensive and 
beautiful view of the city and its environs. Some 
few miles further, you pass some weU-kept stations, 
and some finely cultivated land ; thence the road leads 
you through an open forest country. Hitherto the 
whole face of it, in fact, the whole road through Bal- 
laarat, was cut up in every direction with innume- 
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rable deep rutted tracks, diverging in all directions, 
most difficult, if not impossible, for a stranger to fol- 
low ; and in wet weather a matter of danger and 
extreme fatigue to either man or horse. The inde- 
fatigable exertions and skill with which the Public 
Works and Central Road Department are carrying 
out the wishes of the Government will soon obviate 
this evil, for, from the returns of last year we find that 
upwards of two hundred miles of road were cleared, 
formed, drained, and metalled ; one hundred and 
ten bridges built, or in progress ; and forty-two cause- 
ways made through creeks and swamps. These lat- 
ter are, by far, works of the greatest importance, as 
innumerable accidents annually occurred in crossing 
the swamps. 

The township of Meredith, thirty- two miles from 
Geelong, and half-way to Ballaarat, is situated in a 
pretty valley, along which runs a small stream. The 
town is laid out on the sloping side of a hill, and 
though some time surveyed and sold when the au- 
thor passed it in 1854, it boasted of but one house. 
However, " a change has come o'er the spirit of its 
dream," and buildings are fast rising. It is now a 
very favourite locality. 

After leaving Meredith, you again enter a forest 
country, generally of an undulating description ; oc- 
casionally it has a more open appearance, and you 
sometimes catch a glimpse of an odd shepherd's hut, 
and a flock of sheep ; then again, the road winds 
round a deep ravine, through thicker scrub and de- 
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vious paths, leaving which, the land rises, becoming 
less wooded, as well as less valuable for either pas- 
toral or agricultural purposes ; still, the view from 
the hills is magnificent in the extreme, and the 
groups of the mimosa, musk, and other shrubs, pe- 
culiar to the locality, give a rich and odorous per- 
fume on the breeze,making the weary traveller forget 
the difficulties and tediousness of the way, stopping 
entranced to gaze on the enchanting scenery, as he 
turns towards the sea. From hence you ascend the 
Buninyong Range, on surmounting which the plain 
of BaUaarat is open to the view. Sloping a little from 
the height, a wide plain of stunted forest land of the 
Eucalyptus genus stretches away for miles before 
you, the land seeming most barren and wretched. 
A deep guUey intersects the plain, along the sides of 
which a view exceeding description is spread out 
before you — the ground covered with tents, new- 
formed buildings, hotels, and half-planned streets, all 
around. The coimtry seems burrowed in every 
direction ; pits of all sorts of depths and shapes 
yawn in your pathway ; thousands of diggers scat- 
tered over the plain, with their varied and quaint 
encampments around. On the site of the town was 
also the busy work of men, and, like another Babel, 
the noise and clamour of the mason and carpenter, 
and other artisans, made the scene one of the most 
extraordinary ever witnessed. 

The other route from Melbourne, direct over- 
land, we copy from the note-book of a brother 
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officer who formed one of the expedition to Bal- 
laarat under Sir Robert Nickle : — 

" Previous to our leaving Melbourne we were for 
two days in hourly expectation of receivingthe route, 
and on the morning of the 30th November were 
ordered to hold ourselves in readiness for the line of 
march. Information as to the disturbed state of the 
diggings had been duly transmitted, but the denoue- 
ment was far more sudden and decisive than at first 
anticipated. Staff-officers were in constant commu- 
nication with the heads of the military departments, 
and every preparation made for the exigency of the 
occasion. About 4 p. m. the corps in garrison were 
ordered to parade, and shortly afterwards officials 
were despatched with orders to march to the town- 
ship of riemington, and there halt for more detailed 
instructions. Both regiments (the 12th and 40th) 
were drawn up near Flemington Bridge, within a few 
minutes' walk of each other, and were immediately 
joined by the officers, men, and guns of H. M. ships 
Electra and Fantome, then lying in Port Philip Har- 
bour. Major-General Sir Robert Nickle, K.H., De- 
puty Adjutant-General, Colonel E. Macarthur, and 
the whole of the staff, were also on the spot, and 
after a short exchange of salutations the bugle 
sounded the assembly ; the advanced guard was told 
off, and the whole of this formidable force again in 
motion. 

" No peculiar feature disturbed ^ the even tenor 
of our way ;' the march was comparatively a silent 
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one, each appearing too mucli absorbed with his own 
thoughts to indulge in the license generally extended 
on these occasions, and which often stimulate the 
weary and footsore to renewed exertions. 

" The road through Flemington is macadamized, 
and the township consists of several straggling houses, 
some of a substantial character, and, combined with 
the farms, paddocks, &c., presents an appearance 
much aft<er the style of the villages in the agricul- 
tural districts of England. Two miles further on, we 
arrived at Essendon, a most flourishing town, with 
two good inns. We then proceeded about seven miles 
over an excellent road, which brought us Keilor, a 
small township, through which is immense traffic. 
No fewer than twelve four-horse coaches here change 
horses daily — ^three running to BaUaarat, and three 
to Castlemaine, both places at a distance bordering 
on eighty miles from Melbourne, and generally ac- 
complished in nine or ten hours, — a rate of travelling 
unusually great, considering the wretched state of 
the roads over which a considerable portion of the 
journey is performed. 

" The country so far is very open, and consists 
mostly of immense farms. The soil is of a light 
description, but is undergoing considerable improve- 
ment. Keilor is situated in a deep hollow on the 
salt-water river which flows all the year round, and 
serves to remove the dearth ip. the summer season 
that otherwise would desolate this part of the 
country. An admirable suspension bridge has 
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been erected, thus preventing the frequent inunda- 
tions in the winter season, at all times dangerous, 
and in many instances attended with great loss of 
Ufe. We encamped in a paddock adjoining the 
principal inn, and, as the march was to be continued 
at an early hour the following morning, no tents 
were erected. The more fortunate sheltered them- 
selves in the hotel and outhouses, whilst others 
found a resting-place under the drays, or contented 
themselves with the open air. For my own part, I 
had, as I thought, comfortably ensconced myself 
under the timber of a gun-carriage, when I was dis- 
turbed from my position by some half-dozen saUors, 
who rather unceremoniously broke in upon me. It 
appeared I was occupying the quarters intended for 
their officers, and, notwithstanding my expostulations 
and entreaties, I was compelled to beat a retreat, or 
otherwise obtain permission from their " lif tenant.^ I 
had a good opportunity of judging the style of men 
I had to deal with, and I must say, their masculine, 
determined, and formidable appearance, fully rea- 
lized my beau ideal of a British tar. 

" Immediately after daybreak the following morn- 
ing the camp was all hurry and bustle, — a hastily pre- 
pared breakfast, and we were again on the line of 
march. We journeyed on until we came to the junc- 
tion of theCasdemaLne and Ballaarat roads, where we 
halted for a fewminutes, and then entered upon Keilor 
Plains. Pursuing our weary course over a flat, bare 
tract of country, exposed to the scorching rays of a 
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powerfiil sun, each armed cap-cC-pie; the tremendous 
heat of the earth over which we trod, and the parch- 
ing power of a hot wind, soon manifested itself 
throughout the whole body. Many fell down through 
exhaustion, and though others manfully struggled 
on for a few miles, the evident fatigue which had 
overtaken them rendered it expedient to impress 
every available cart or bullock dray we encountered, 
in order that the. knapsacks might be carried, and 
for the better accommodation of the increasing num- 
ber of the tired and weary. 

" It was 2 o'clock ere we reached Rocky Bank, a 
distance of not more than nine miles ; but, from the 
cheerless, dull monotony of the scenery, I was more 
fetigued than I have felt in marching double the dis- 
tance. Tremendous cracks in the roads rendered it 
quite a matter of labour to get the guns, carts, and 
drays over. The herbage was all burnt, parched, 
and withered, and the country appeared but as a 
boundless waste. We halted for a short time on the 
borders of a beautiful creek, near to which is the 
posting house for coaches running to BaUaarat. 
In the hotel, a sour, squashy, disagreeable drink, 
yclept colonial beer, is retailed at one shilling the 
quart ; ale or porter, three shillings a bottle ; and 
soi disant wines and spirits at one shilling per nob- 
bier. Notwithstanding the exorbitant prices and 
questionable quality of the articles, they were in 
great request, and most rapidly consumed by the 
thirsty applicants with which the house was conti- 
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nually besieged ; and although every precaution 
was observed to prevent the men imbibing more 
than was sufficient for refreshment, the extremely 
droughty season caused several to elude the vigilant 
measures adopted, little aware of the punishment 
they were hoarding up for such delinquency. Ano- 
ther hour, and they became the victims to the most 
excruciating pain and suffering. A considerable 
number had but recently arrived in the colony, and 
were not, therefore, properly colonized to immo- 
derate draughts of 'colonial.* In every form of 
internal bodily commotion did this deleterious com- 
pound operate ; and the contortionist might have 
derived many an instructive lesson for his guidance, 
and the caricaturist found ample scope for the exer- 
cise of his pencil, in the strangely distorted counte- 
nances their racking pains produced. We remained 
about an hour, and, thanks to our commissary de- 
partment (which, I can assure you, is an excellent 
travelling companion), I partook of some good sub- 
stantial refreshment, feeling quite fresh, and equal 
to a continuation of the march. 

" The country on leaving Rocky Bank is somewhat 
prettier, but not picturesque ; in every way adapted 
for grazing purposes, and would, no doubt, be of 
considerable agricultural importance if under a pro- 
per system of irrigation. We continued our march 
for about eight miles farther, without any incident 
occurring worth recording. We then passed through 
Melton, a beautiful quiet village. Adjacent are seve- 
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ral squatting stations, and we passed through the run 
of Messrs. Gray and Nimmo, who rent it from Clark^ 
the wealthy land-owner whose princely possessions 
serve as landmarks to the great city of Melbourne, 
even in these distant localities. 

" The scenery now opened to our view was of the 
most pleasing description — ^park-like in character, 
and possessed of charms varied and attractive ; here 
and there are seen fine thickly timbered forests, agree- 
ably relieved by green, open plains, with small belts 
of trees, whose umbrageous branches offer protec- 
tion to the shepherd in his pastoral occupations, and 
a safe shelter from the scorching rays of a summer's 
sun, as well as from the penetrating wet of an Aus- 
tralian shower, for it may truly be said of the colony 
in general, that ' it never rains but it pours.' 

" With but little variation, the country presents 
the same appearance for several miles ; it afterwards 
becomes more undulating ; sometimes an extensive 
gentle slope shows itself, on which is simply required 
the erection of a suitable mansion to render it a 
fitting residence for the noblest of our aristocracy, 
nature having done almost everything necessary in 
the formation and arrangement of parks and plea- 
sure-grounds. 

" As we temporarily halted on one of these emi- 
nences, I could not but feel struck at the strange 
contrast with our warlike array, and the peaceful 
character of everything around. Not a human being 
was to be seen fi'om whom any information could 
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be gleaned, as to who were the fortunate occupiers 
of those vast and beautiful localities, although nume- 
rous flocks of sheep and herds of cattle plainly indi- 
cated their owners could not be far distant. 

^' The sun was shining in all his golden splendour 
as we now traversed a much more bush-like country, 
leading us at length on a tolerably good road, which 
ultimately brought us to Bacchus Marsh. We halted 
in the Government Paddock, having completed a 
distance of thirty-two miles. The men appeared 
much fatigued, and my own pedestrian powers were 
fairly put to the test. A considerable portion of our 
route was over bad or indifferent roads, and a 
scorching sun had lent his powerful rays to add 
o our fatigue. Bacchus Marsh appears quite an 
agricultural district, for which it seems adapted, 
being well supplied with water, and the soil of a 
superior quality to what we had in many instances 
passed It boasts of two excellent hotels, although 
apparently but thinly populated. 

" News here reached us of the rioters having been 
entirely routed by the detachment of military sta- 
tioned at Ballaarat, with a very exaggerated account 
of the loss of life ; but the news of the victory ob- 
tained by the soldiers and police being subsequently 
confirmed, it was determined to halt the following 
day, which was Sunday. 

" It was my tour of duty, and I turned out in the 
evening for the purpose of visiting the guard, &c., 
when I was particularly impressed with the beauty 
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of the scene before me. The moon was shining in 
all her brightness, and as the effulgence of her rays 
beamed on the piled arms of the sleeping soldiers, 
who lay scattered on the ground snugly ensconced 
in a blanket rug or loose coat, formed a picture 
alike grand and imposing ; the night was clear and 
serene, and the surrounding country appeared for 
miles illumined with her silvery rays ; indeed, it 
might have been said, with Shakspeare — 

" * It is but the daylight sick ; 
It looks a little paler ; 'tis a day 
Such as the day is when the sun is hid/ 

I stood for a moment admiring the sublimity of the 
scene before me, when I was startled with a loud, 
crackling noise. I turned my head in the direction 
from whence it proceeded, when I saw that one of 
the fires used by the men in preparing their evening 
meal had ascended to the hoUowness of the tree, 
and the flames were rising, as it were, from the very 
top. I had but time to alarm and rouse the soldiers 
sleeping around it, when again the crackling noise 
was repeated — a slight totter — a noise stiU louder — 
a tremendous crash, and this aged monarch of the 
Australian forest lay scattered on the earth in a 
thousand blazing embers, fortunately without in- 
juring the sleepers. 

" We commenced our march at 2 o'clock the next 
morning, which was somewhat hazy. We passed 
through a thickly ^wooded district many miles in 
extent, but it was too early and dark to notice any- 
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thing particular, with the exception of a few opos- 
sums, which we now and then disturbed in their 
nocturnal feasts and gambols. 

"As day began to dawn, the morning cleared up, 
and, ere the sun had shown himself, birds might be 
heard in every direction uttering their matins, but 
in sounds very different to the sweet melody of the 
feathered minstrels of our native land. Cockatoos 
might be discerned in vast flocks, winging their 
flight to some other territory; whilst parroquets, 
with a more careless indifference, seemed almost as 
tame at our approach as the "common house-spar- 
row. The laughing jackass, with his peculiar notes, 
laughed, and joined in chorus with his feathered 
. companions, but seldom showed himself. Magpies 
and parrots were also very cautious, and though 
flying about in great numbers, always preserved a 
respectable distance. It was here that I first saw 
the Australian redbreast, a small but beautifully, 
shaped bird, with a breast of the brightest scarlet. 
The scenery upon the whole was pleasing ; the sweet- 
scented mimosa and native cherry (growing with the 
stone of the fruit outside) agreeably relieved the 
dulness of the tall and shadeless gum-tree. 

" The country gradually became more open, until 
it again assumed an agricultural appearance, dis- 
playing well-fenced fields, with com and grass in 
abundance, and well stocked with oxen and horses. 
Our march extended over about eighteen miles, 
which we finished about noon, having arrived at 
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Ballan, an agricultural village, containing some 
large and good inns, which derive their principal 
support from the immense traffic passing through 
to the diggings.* 

" At 1 A. M. the following day we were again on 
the road, and passed over an undulating country, 
crossing several creeks, until we entered a forest, 
composed principally of the Eucalypti, the monoto- 
nous gloom of which is directly at variance with 
the variegated scenery of the woodland districts in 
England. 

" This was our last day's march, extending over 
twenty-four miles. As we approached the ' scene 
of action,' the country was exceedingly barren, and 
had nothing whatever inviting about it. Upon its 
being rumoured that we were within a short distance 
of Ballaarat, it was astonishing to see the won- 
derful stimulating power it had upon the flagging 
spirits of the men. They seemed inspired with new 
vigour, and had it not been for their sun-burnt coun- 
tenances, and soiled and dirty equipments, appeared 
88 fresh as the evening we set out. Thousands of 
spectators, principally diggers, came to witness our 
entry through the township, but not a sound or 
murmur escaped, expressive either of disloyalty or 
disaffection. The town consists of a long, straggling 
street, with stores, shops, and cafes and restaurants, 
to suit all countries. It is quite amusing to enter 

♦ Gold has recently been discovered in this neighbourhood, 
but not in large quantities. 



Digitized by 



Google 



ROUTES TO BALLAARAT. 89 

one of these stores, which are truly a verification of 
the old adage, * anything from a needle to an an- 
chor.' Groceries and cutlery, drapery and diggers' 
implements, boots, clothing, fire-arms, and wheel- 
barrows, may here be had, together with innumer- 
able other things in endless variety. 

" We arrived at the camp about 1 P. m., and 
there learned that a loss of life had indeed taken 
place, but nothing nearly so great as we had antici- 
pated, the numbers standing — 

" 12th Regiment, 1 officer wounded. 
„ 2 men killed. 
„ 8 men wounded. 

40th Regiment, 1 officer dangerously wounded. 
„ 3 men killed. 
14 men wounded." 



y 



Digitized by 



Google 



CHAPTER IV. 



"What is here? 
Oold, yellow, glittermg, precious gold. 

• • • • 

Gro on — there's gold — go on ; 
What can it not do and undo." 

Shakspeabe. 

BEFORE we enter into a statistical and geogra- 
phical account of the Gold Fields, it may not 
be amiss to give a short description of a digger's 
life, according to the experience of Mr. Earp, from 
whom we quote : — 

" On our arrival in the afternoon, we found the 
men congregated in crowds, which at first induced 
us to believe that a quarrel was taking place, but 
which turned out to be the gathering round some 
lucky find, each digger trusting to hit upon the rich 
veins in the vicinity. There were not a few, also, 
who, like ourselves, were surveying the wondrous 
scene before us, with blank looks of astonishment 
and dismay, for the first natural feeling was, that in 
such a crowd aU the land must have been searched, 
and aU the gold found. Selecting a spot close to 
where one of the most considerable groups were 
hard at work, we paid our license fee, pegged out 
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the space allotted, and as there was still some tune 
of the day left, resolved to clear off the superincum- 
bent soil, which, though in many instances yield- 
ing gold, is rarely worth much trouble, the lower 
strata being far richer, and the gold more easily ob- 
tainable. 



" A couple of hours' hard work carried us down 
nearly three feet through the soil, and by this time 
we felt the want of food and rest, and resolved not 
to make any attempt upon the gravel, which now 
showed itself. We accordingly shouldered our tools 
and mended our way back, praying devoutly that 
supper would be ready. As for my back, I verily 
believed I should never stand upright again dur- 
ing life, I felt so stiff from continuous stooping, 
shovelling out the earth, and the others were all 
much of a muchness. All around the diggers were. 
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returning to their tents, some singly, some in com- 
panies, but all on the alert, and armed to the teeth ; 
it was plain, confidence and security had fled fi^om 
Golden Point, and that each for himself was both the 
spirit and the letter of the law. The next morning 
four of us were speedily at work throwing the gravel 
out of our claim, working steadily and together; 
after about three hours' work, we returned to break- 
fast, then worked till a short time after noon, when 
we had our dinners ; then again until dark, when 
we had tea or supper, as in bush phrase we termed 
it. This only lasted a short time, as we afterwards 
worked through the day, making our only meal, 
afi;er breakfast, late in the evening. When we re- 
turned in the evening, the gravel was out, or almost 
so; and the next day we commenced on a hard, 
compact bed of a red concrete marl, intermingled 
with boulders of granite and quartz, and also with 
gray marl. In the meantime I was at home pre- 
paring breakfast of beef, tea, and damper; when the 
others returned, they told me it was very hard work, 
the picks making but little impression. At it they 
went again, and the three succeeding days saw us 
still driving furiously at the compact mass. At 

the end of that time, however, M , in throwing 

out some of the rubbish, discovered a lump of quartz 
intermingled with small gold grains, like peas ; a 
short time sufficed to clear out the grains, and a 
closer search was rewarded by the discovery of nearly 
four ounces in the interstices of the cluster of 
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boulders we were digging out. Though but a trifling 
quantity, this unlooked-for success inspirited us, and, 
indeed, we stood in need of it. 

" The constant work with the pick blistered our 
hands to such a degree that it was no uncommon 
thing for us to have the handles clammy with blood, 
whilst the pain was excruciating, and, in addition, the 
labour of throwing out the refuse stuflF, joined to our 
working in so confined a space, made our arms, 
backs, and loins ache most fearfully. However, we 
kept each other up, and played our parts manfully, 
few words of complaint being heard, and those in- 
variably with a laugh. Eight or nine days saw the 
bottom of this confounded stuff, and we anticipated 
plenty of success now that we had come to the clay 
— ^the gold formation par excellence. Digging out 
the clay, we set to work searching and washing, and 
though not in any great quantities, realized every 
day gold enough to keep us going on in good temper. 

"Frankly and fairly speaking, the Colonial Go- 
vernment seem to be doing everything they can to 
compel the diggers to break into open revolt; and 
if they succeed, the worst will be for the authors of 
the movement. Eighty or one hundred thousand 
men are not easily set moving, but, once in motion, 
no barrier is strong enough to oppose the impetus 
of such a body. 

" We continued washing and fossicking until we 
cleared our claim down to the slate stone beneath, 
carefully examining the surface of that formation for 



Digitized by 



Google 



94 THE GOLD FIELDS. 

pockets. Having fairly cleared all out, we found we 
had made in twenty-three days about £360, giving 
each of us £72 for less than a month's work. We 
set to work sinking another hole; our hands being 
better used to the^;oil, we could get on faster. The 
strata were much the same all round, varying only 
in thickness; we sunk here, in all, seven holes, from 
which, on squaring accounts and paying expenses, 
we found we had netted a sum of £3400.'' 

In another part of his work Mr. Earp gives an 
account of his visit to a different locality: — " Little 
time was lost in pitching our tent and commencing 
operations; we soon found that considerable quan- 
tities of small gold were to be obtained from the soil, 
and whilst turn by turn we rocked the cradle, the 
others supplied earth, we found some rich pockets 
amongst a quantity of rubble stuff; one nugget 
weighed 3 lbs. 7oz. For eleven days we were undis- 
turbed, working without cessation, and reaping a 
golden crop. We remained here a fortnight longer, 
after the locality became known, and then, as our 
stock of dust and nuggets was very considerable, we 
resolved to start for Melbourne." 

A geological description ofBallaarat as a gold field 
will serve for the whole, there being more of volcanic 
action apparent at these diggings than any yet dis- 
covered. The locality lies about six miles in a direct 
line from the remarkable volcanic hill of Buningyong, 
and to the west of Warrensteep, another eminence of 
similar origin rising on the same ridge or water-shed. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE GOLD FIELDS. 95 

The geological formation of the country would ap- 
pear to be the ordinary quartz ore, iron, sandstone, 
and clay slate, which is so general throughout this 
colony. Golden Point, where the principal work- 
ings at Ballaarat have been opened, presents, super- 
ficially, no feature to distinguish it from any other 
of the numerous forested spurs which descend from 
the broken ranges at the foot of the higher ridges ; 
yet although it is now seen that the gold is to be 
found throughout the whole of the surroimding 
country, both on the ranges, in the flats, and in the 
water-courses, various causes would seem to have 
given this particular point a superficial structure, 
distinct from others in the neighbourhood, as fiaj* as 
they have been examined, and have made it the de* 
pository of a far greater quantity of the precious 
metal within a limited area than has hitherto been 
discovered. This particular structure, so far as it is 
now disclosed, would appear to be confined to the 
lower portions of the extreme slopes attheboundaries 
of the spur. Roughly slated, as a section of the work- 
ing shows, there is under the superficial soil — ^first, 
redferruginous earth and gravel; secondly, yellowish- 
red clay; thirdly, gravel quartz; fourthly, quartz peb- 
bles and boulders, with masses of ironstone set in clay; 
fifthly, blue and white clay; lastly, pipeclay, below 
which none of the workings have as yet been carried 
Yet although such may be the general order of 
the strata, nothing is more striking than the irre- 
gularity of the proportions in which they are found 
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to be distributed, the variety of inclination observ- 
able within a limited space, or the unequal depth 
at which any given stratum may be found to lie 
below the surikce. In some workings the pipeclay 
may be reached at the depth of 10 or 12 feet, in 
others not at 30 or upwards; in fact, there are hardly 
two workings, however close, which furnish similar 
sections. Gold has been detected in all the superior 
formations, even in the superficial soiL But by far 
the richest deposit is found in the small veins of blue 
clay, which lie almost above the so-called pipeclay, 
and in which no trace of the ore has been discovered. 
The ore is quite pure ; it is found occasionally en- 
rolled or water-worn; irregular lumps of various 
sizes, irom a quarter of an ounce to two ounces in 
weight, sometimes incorporated with round pebbles 
or quartz, at other tunes without any admixture 
whatever, in irregular rounded or smooth pieces, 
and again in fused or regular masses. It is also 
found combined with quartz pebbles, evidently 
united to them whilst in a fused state, and on the 
sur&ce of detached masses of iron sandstone, but in 
the greatest abundance in the clays, from which it 
is washed in the form of round or flattened grains, 
like sifted gravel or sand of various sizes. The 
seams of auriferous blue clay, the general position 
of which I have described, are found to be the most 
irregular in their deposits, and seldom more than 
four or five inches in thickness. They appear and dis- 
appear continually. The closest proximity to a rich 
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vein in an adjacent working can afford no certain 
assurance that the labour of the next adventurer 
will be similarly rewarded. We have seen the wash- 
ing of two tin dishes of this clay, of about twenty 
inches in diameter, the yield of which was not less 
than eight pounds weight of pure gold. 

From the latest Government returns, and other 
authority, we find that up to the 5th of January, 
1855, there were twelve working Gold Fields, viz., 
Mount William on the Grampians, Avoca in the 
Pyrenees, Maryborough amongst Simpson's Ranges, 
Creswick's Creek, Tarrengower, Mount Alexander, 
Bendigo, Ballaarat, M'lvor, Goulburn, the Ovens, 
and Omeo ; besides which gold has been found in 
greater or less quantities at BaUan, Anderson's 
Creek, Plenty Ranges, and Howkwa. It is also re- 
ported to be found at Monkey Creek, Brenthen, and 
Nicholson in Gipp's Land. These Gold Fields ex- 
tend from longitude 142' 35' to 147° 30', and from 
86° 20' to 37'' 40' latitude, over districts comprising 
an area of 36,000 square miles, or more than half 
the area of the colony. 

The periods of discovery were as follow : — In the 
year 1851 Anderson's Creek, Ballaarat, Mount Alex- 
ander, and Bendigo ; the Ovens in 1852 ; the 
M'lvor and Goulburn in 1853 ; and the remain- 
der in 1854. The following statistical Tables, which 
the Chief Commissioner of Gold Fields has kindly 
placed at our disposal, as referring to the year 1854, 
we subjoin ; — 
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Receipts of Gold hy Escort from the Victoria Gold Fields in first 
three Quarters o/1854, and Shipments in same period. 



1864w 
WeekB ending 



January 7 

21 

28 

Februaiy 4 

11 

18 

25 

March 4 

11 
18 

25 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

6 

13 

SO 

27 

3 

10 

17 

24 

1 

8 

15 

22 

29 

5 

12 

19 

26 

)r 2 

9 

16 

23 

80 



April 



May 



June 



July 



Aug^t 



oz. 
18,840 
16,012 
19,644 
19,837 
16,615 
17,880 
18,617 
18,669 
16,976 
18,670 
17,349 
18,244 
18,571 
20,596 
16,815 
19,368 
18,275 
21,391 
17,198 
19,307 
16,081 
17,609 
18,887 
28,525 
18,875 
20,310 
14,927 
14,386 
24,716 
14,002 
23,727 
17,400 
12,127 
23,206 
10,488 
20,953 
14,590 
14,730 
17,797 



oz. 

8,567 

9,645 

8,909 

10,646 

10,942 

9,609 

12,402 

15,686 

16,774 

13,480 

18,770 

19,860 

12,607 

17,476 

14,410 

11,297 

11,027 

9,538 

14,875 

18,002 

16,457 

10,966 

13,504 

11,458 

14,552 

11,880 

11,927 

9,170 

7,551 

9,501 

6,189 

9,582 

8,313 

9,788 

6,403 

8,965 

6,512 

8,424 

9,741 



oz. 
4,784 

5,053 

4,710 

9,446 

7,870 

4,999 

6,588 

4,010 

10,066 

4,456 

4,802 

4,638 

8,722 

4,1*88 

3,614 

8,677 

4,2*56 
5,798 
3,874 

3,968 






oz. 

422 

451 

612 

448 

635 

564 

282 

569 



439 



428 



594 



689 



650 
843 



970 



929 
,232 
,479 
,083 
993 
687 
726 



6,433 

8,664 

9',825 

12,809 
8,860 



8,269 
4,600 
2,241 
2,852 
1,660 



I 



4,430 
3,308 
8,887 
6,798 
7,876 



Totals. 



oz. 
82,613 
26,108 
34,318 
80,931 
82,902 
28,053 
40,700 
34,924 
41,620 
82,150 
41,557 
88,104 
38,194 
38,072 
85,829 
80,665 
40,047 
80,929 
87,159 
37,309 
38,183 
28,575 
37,099 
84,978 
88,078 
88,623 
32,274 
82,110 
87,360 
88,828 
84,526 
89,291 
24,539 
38,792 
28,941 
87,836 
86,414 
82,304 
37,078 



1,867,408 



Shipments in the above period 1,668,999 
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Retuen of the Number of Licmcea usued on the variotis Gold 
Fields of Victoria during the year 1854. 



Month. 




Total Value. 


Miners. 


Storekeepers. 


January, 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

Grand TotAl, . . . 


7,601 
7,977 
22,786 
18,119 
18,303 
16,771 
14,617 
16,682 
18,436 
19,949 
15,478 
8,059 


17 
569 
479 
263 
266 
177 
836 
821 
247 
312 
278 
147 


£12,906 
24,827 
50,564 
26,936 
27,067 
83,648 
32,240 
32,673 
36,622 
39,533 
80,650 
15,546 


173,728 


3,402 


362,712 



Retuen of the estimated Population on the various Gold Melds of 
Victoria du/ring the yea/r 1854. 



Month. 


Men. 


Women. 


Children. 


Total. 


January, 

Februaiy, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 

July, 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

Monthly Average, . 


54,144 

56,710 

62,760 

74,590 

78,010 

78,770 

79,290 . 

76,590 

75,680 

60,706 

65,745 

65,763 


15,611 
15,470 
13,530 
16,592 
18,390 
17,426 
17,480 
18,167 
16,641 
12,645 
12,742 
12,744 


9,370 
11,080 
13,080 
16,708 
20,830 
19,700 
18,326 
20,600 
17,369 
13,731 
14,158 
14,346 


79,125 

83,260 

89,870 

107,890 

117,280 

115,895 

115,095 

116,867 

108,690 

87,082 

92,645 

92,853 


69,063 


15,536 


15,775 


100,374 
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Eetubn of the Current Prices of Provisions and Rates of La^om on 
ths variom Gold Fields of Victoria dwring the period from June to 
December y 1854. 



Articles ard Labovb. 



Beef, per lb. 

Mutton, », „ 

Tea „ », 2 

Coflfee, », „ 2 

Sugar, „ „ 

Salt, „ „ 

Tobacco, t» tt 5 

Rice, „ „ 

AiTow-root» „ » 

Soap „ „ 

Candles, , „ 1 

Bread, .... per loaf of 4 lb& 2 

Flour, per lb. 

Oatmeal, „ ^ 

Milk, per quart 1 

Butter, per lb. 3 

Cheese, „ „ 1 

Spades, each 5 

Shovels, „ fi 

Picks, , 4 

Buckets, „ 

Blankets, ....... per pair 15 

Boots, , „ 08 

Potatoea, per lb. 1 

Oats, per bushel 1 5 

Bran, „ „ 14 

Hay, per ton 65 

Sawyers, ...... per diem 1 

Carpenters, „ „ 16 

Splitters „ „ 10 

Bricklayers, .... „ „ 10 
Tentmakers, .... „ „ 15 

Painters, „ „ 10 

Quarrymen, .... „ „ 15 
Blacksmiths, .... „ „ 10 

Labourers, „ „ 8 

Carters, „ „ 8 

Sh^herds and> ^„ ot,t,t.«, 

fiutkeepers,} per annum 
Horse Teams, .... per diem 30050 
Bullock Teams, ... „ ,,25070 
Carriage fh>m Melbourne, per ton 45 0140 



JVNB 



From To 



£ $, d. 




0^120 
2 10 
115 
1 10 
110 

1 10 
110 

2 

3 
1 
1 5 



40 70 






Septxmber. 



From To 



£ 



















6 
6 
5 
15 
10 



1 ft 
12 

40 

15 

1 
10 
012 
15 
15 

15 

1 
8 
012 



JL d. 

1 
10 
4 
3 6 

2 
6 




2 10 
1 10 
20 



2 

5 

2 

4 

5 

1 

2 

4 

5 

3 

12 6 
15 
15 
16 
2 10 
4 

2 
2 10 

1 15 
90 





8 
2 
2 
8 

2 
1 10 
1 5 

3 
1 5 
1 5 



Deoembeb. 



From To 




2 
2 


5 

1 

1 
2 



1 

2 
1 
5 
5 
5 
4 
10 
6 
Q 
18 

8 
25 

1 
1 
1 
1 Q 
12 
15 

15 

1 
8 
15 



«. d. 




1 16 
15 
8 



£ 


















15 
15 
15 
15 
2 10 
5 

2 

2 10 

1 5 
75 

3 

2 
110 

1 10 

2 10 
1 15 

1 5 

2 
1 3 
1 5 



I. dL 
10 
9 



6 
6 
50 
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CHAPTER V. 



" Oh ! it is excellent 
To have a giant's strength ; but it is tyrannous 
To use it like a giant. 

Could great men thunder 
As JoTe himself does, Jove would ne'er be quiet, 
For every pelting, petty officer 
Would use his heaven for thunder — ^nothing but thimder. 

Oh ! but man, proud man, 
(Drest in a little brief authority ; 
Most ignorant of what he's most assured, 
His glassy essence), like an angry ape, 
Flays such fantastic tricks before high Heaven 
As make the angels weep ; who, with our spleens, 
Would all themselves laugh mortal." 

Shaksfeabe. 



ON the first discovery of the Gold Fields, the 
colony, till then in an infant state, grew so 
greatly into note and importance fi*om the immense 
influx of emigrants rushing to the new-found El Do- 
rado, that with all justice it may be said to have over- 
grown itself, and had not the means within its grasp 
to check either the disorders likely to arise from such 
a mixed community of adventurous spirits flocking 
to its shores, or to place within bounds those whom. 
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at the exigency of the moment, the Government 
placed in positions of trust and authority ; — in fact, 
all was (to continue the metaphor) in an infant 
state, and needed some experience before its rapid 
growth could assume a steady bearing as to its in- 
ternal and political economy. 

Government, representing the royalty of England, 
as by law established, possessed a prerogative sway 
over aU mines of precious metals ; and, using this 
right, passed d law prohibiting the digging of gold 
under certain rules and provisoes. These were on 
the onset deemed moderate, and were willingly at- 
tended to. The principal feature of the Act was 
fixing a license tax, whereby no one could dig for 
gold without paying the sum of 305. per month 
for the same. Each claim was measured where 
the digger wished, but restricted to 12 feet square; 
but if not occupied or dug upon within four-and- 
twenty hours after being measured for the first 
claimant, his right therein was forfeited ; still, he 
might choose any other locality under the same 
rule. 

To the different localities where the gold was sup- 
posed to exist were appointed Commissioners, with 
large salaries, who issued the license fees, and super- 
intended the carrying out the provisions of the Act. 
Power was granted to the Commissioners to direct 
the police force to visit daily, or as often as they 
pleased, the diggers, and compel them to show their 
licenses, — a power which was but too often used 
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vexatiously ; but still, as there were many who en- 
deavoured to elude the paying of the license fee, 
it was necessary that a continual watch should be 
kept over the diggers. To the licensed digger was 
granted a power to change his locality as often as 
he pleased during the month. As long, therefore, 
as the generality of the find of gold on the plains 
was remunerative, no discontent was felt in paying 
for the monthly renewing of the license fee ; but 
when some, with less fortune, sank claim after claim, 
and found but little gold, then the tax was deemed 
oppressive, — and in that motley crowd of all nations 
in the world many were found whose ideas of liberty 
and the restraint of a Government were limited. 
These malcontents used every means in their power 
to fan the flame. It happened also that other abuses 
crept in, and many of the Commissioners, being in- 
experienced and unable to cope with the difficulties 
which beset them, did not or could not act with 
prudence suitable to the occasion, or entirely free 
from partiality. 

Although much might be said on both sides of 
the question, there is still little doubt that abuses of 
authority did occur, as well as acts in defiance of 
that authority, which perhaps exasperated the power, 
and caused it to be used to its limit, which was at 
once set down by the factious as tyrannical and op- 
pressive. Every exertion was made to check those 
evils ; but all was unavailing, for the spirit of disaf- 
fection was abroad, and could not be so easily les- 
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sened or destroyed. The Government also, finding 
that, from the increase of the digging population, 
and the flow of wealth amongst them, disaffection 
was on the increase, found it necessary to augment 
the police force to restrict them ; and, finding that 
the outlay for this service exceeded the return from 
the tax, resolved to increase the fee from 305. to £3 
per month. Mr. Earp, who was at Ballaarat at the 
time, thus describes it : — 

"During the evening we commenced making 
acquaintances, and found that the serious evil of 
discontent was prevalent, owing to the ill-advised 
measures of the Colonial Government, who passed 
an Act doubling the license fee. A second Act had 
called upon all the diggers to act as constables, under 
the penalty of being considered rogues and vaga- 
bonds, andbeingtreated accordingly. It was generally 
understood to be the effect of a clique in the Assem- 
bly, who, alarmed at a petition which had been pre- 
sented, praying for a revision of the electoral lists, 
had contrived to get this Bill pushed through the 
House, making the fee, moreover, to be paid by 
every one employed in any way in connexion with 
the gold, whether digging or not. Meetings had 
been held, and the diggers resolved rather to resist 
the fee altogether, than to pay the increased one, 
and the consequence has been that both Bills have 
become dead letters. The feeling of irritation against 
the Government, however, still existed, and com- 
mittees have been formed to protect the interests of 
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the great body of the miners. Speaking of the dou^ 
ble license fee— which, by the by, is not a tax upon 
gold, but upon the chance of obtaining it — ^it seems a 
piece of injustice likely to cause serious disturbances 
amongst them. After this Act had miscarried, ovn 
ders were issued to prohibit the sale of all spirits 
within the bounds, with one or two exceptions ; 
ostensibly to put a stop to sly grog-seUing, so aa 
to keep the diggers fix)m drinking together. A 
whole brood of informers instantly sprang up, and 
acts of the grossest injustice were every day perpe* 
trated in the name and by sanction of the law, 

" At this time endeavours were made, amongst 
the more moderate party, to establish a mint for the 
purpose of coining gold, and thereby avoid the enor* 
mous tax we pay the mother country in the shape 
of freight and difference of price. The excitement 
on this subject was very great, and the democratical 
party skilfully took advantage of these times of ex- 
citement to inculcate andspreadabroadtheirpeculiar 
notions ; thus a feeling of discontent took possession 
of the people, and I have no doubt will soon burst 
forth against the Government. A little considera* 
tion, a slight exertion of common sense, would avert 
this, and conciliate a great mass of the Australian 
settlers. But no, the Government measures are in 
the hands of a clique who will involve the social 
edifice in a blaze.'^ 

Thus wrote a gentleman of moderation and edu- 
ijation some time previous to the outbreak; and, 

p 
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jErom our own observation, we have every reason to 
believe his representation was perfectly correct; 
for it was a natural effect that a rich gold country 
should draw together a reckless population, and thus, 
a venturous character, to say the least, was imparted 
to the society, which every good citizen must have 
deplored. It is true, we write of the past, when a 
negligent and feeble Government by its laxity com- 
plicated and fomented the evils. The social constitu^ 
tion of the colony was in a most wretched condition. 
Crimes of the most fearful character abounded on 
all sides; the roads swarmed with bush-rangers, the 
streets with desperadoes of every kind. The police 
were cowed, or leagued with the actors in the out- 
rages. Witnesses and prosecutors were bribed, or 
intimidated from appearing. 

This is, doubtless, a painful picture ; but still there 
is little doubt that such was the case. We write to 
inform, not to mislead, and to give a just picture of 
the causes which led to the outbreak. The leading 
journal of the day speaks of it even more unfavour* 
ably; and from every source of information that 
came within our reach we received similar accounts^ 
Among the twenty thousand inhabitants of a popu- 
lous Gold Field, there must have been a nearer 
approach to the idea of a republican equality than 
has perhaps ever before been manifested elsewha*e. 
There must have been a certain consciousness of 
independence in power, and «i intolerance of con- 
stituted authority, promptly expressed. This must 
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have been the case when we consider that, amongst 
the more enterprising class, who constituted the vast 
majority of the diggers, there were found many who 
had been repealers, chartists, and socialists, — ^the 
warm-blooded Italian, the determined, free-think- 
ing German, and the liberty-declaiming American, 
always sympathizing with any rising discontent, aid- 
ing and abetting any undertaking to overturn the 
restraiDts put on them by law. It is obvious, 
therefore, that such a population called for a good 
system of government, and for a most prudent 
administration; for, even if the police force had 
been at all analogous to such a body at home, the 
objectionable system of the daily or hourly visit 
to the digger, uncongenial as it was to the feel- 
ings of the free man, might yet have been admi- 
nistered in such a way as to produce little more than 
what is felt at paying taxes everywhere. The people 
at the Gold Fields were made to fed that the police 
occupied the position of masters over them, and 
their general demeanour carried out the feeling. 

Forming our opinion from the great majority of 
the most moderate men of those times, we cannot 
come to any other conclusion ; and, from the opi- 
nion of the Board of Inquiry, there is but littie 
doubt of the power being used imprudentiy. The 
license-hunting was then, in fact, the great grievance 
of the Gold Fields. 

Still, other circumstances tended to separate the 
people from the local Government. Constant dis- 
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putes were daily brought before the Commissioners, 
relative to the digging claims. These were often 
of a complex nature, and difficult of solution, and 
from the state of mind in which the people were 
"then, it was not very surprising that the discon- 
tented party should charge the Commissioner ap* 
pealed to, with ignorance, injustice, or partiality. 

A right idea of the outbreak cannot be formed 
without taking into consideration the proportion of 
foreigners at Ballaarat A considerable number also 
were from the south and west of Ireland. These 
were the most active in getting up an armed resist* 
ance, which seemed traditional amongst them. With 
all this in the character of the population at the 
Gold Fields, and in the treatment they received — 
sufficient to explain an event so rare as armed 
resistance by British subjects to British rule — ^it is 
to be remembered that only a small portion of the 
people joined in the movement, and, perhaps, not 
even one-tenth, under the influence of immediate 
excitement, were disposed to take up arms ; and but 
for the digger hunt on Thursday, the 30th of No- 
vember, it is likely that there would not have been 
either arming or drilling, — ^but of this we are not 
competent judges, and can only write of the opinions 
set afloat. 

Many who read of those disturbances may be led 
to imagine that the general character of the Gold 
Field population was turbulent and ungovernable. 
We know, however, such was not the case, and the 
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State of Cheswick's Creek, a Gold Field only fifteen 
miles fromBallaarat, evidences this ; for there, during 
the very time of the prevalence of these exciting 
events, profound tranquillity prevailed, though it 
contained an equally numerous population. 

The police force in that district consisted of only 
eight mounted and eight foot; such a force was ob- 
viously inadequate for the due discharge of the legi- 
timate purposes of a police amongst a population of 
20,000, and containing among them, from the last 
rush thither, a large population ofV an Dieman's Land 
immigrants. The system of digger -hunting was not 
here adopted, and the good feeling of the people 
was manifested in a most pleasing manner during 
the disturbances. On the very day of the outbreak 
there were but three policemen in the camp, when 
it was reported that fifty men were on their way 
from Ballaarat to take it. The Commissioner rode 
down to the field, and, calling all the diggers round 
him, told them that he anticipated an attack ; that 
their property to a large amount was in the gold 
tent under his charge, with only three men for its 
defence. Between two and three hundred men im- 
mediately stepped forward and offered their services 
as special constables. This occurrence shows that 
the diggers, under a good system, fairly admi* 
nistered, would be an orderly and peaceable class, 
as at Cheswick's Creek they proved themselves so, 
under the system administered in a fair and kindly 
manner. 
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How &r this estimate of the character of the 
diggers is correct, it is impossible to say ; there is no 
doubt but that there were many &ults on both sides ; 
but even if the diggers were in error, or, if this opi- 
nion of them is greatly exaggerated, the circumstance 
that they, holding the police force in abhorrence, 
were constantly brought in contact with its mem- 
bers, might account for the increasing irritation that 
prevailed; for the effect of the license system ex- 
posed nearly the whole people to this contact, and 
they, feeling that they were unjustly detested for 
doing their duty, became more strict in the dischai^e 
of it. In many places the tone and feeling were 
very different, and the quiet and respectable part 
of the population suffered little personal inconve- 
nience from their presence. The people and their 
protectors were thus, generally speaJking, in a state 
of constant though seldom open warfare. Now and 
again the chronic feeling of irritation broke out; and 
the famous cry of "Joe'' — a name given to the 
police, and the use of which, at length, from the ex- 
citement it caused, was looked upon as almost trea- 
sonable — ^had the effect of widening the breach, and 
augmenting still further the strictness and severity 
of the officials. 

Although in a former chapter we alluded to 
the anti-convict question, as a principal cause of 
disaffection amongst the community at large, and 
the system of compelling all the diggers to have 
licenses, and to produce them at any moment when 
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called on ; yet the more immediate and particular 
cause of the popular outbreak at Ballaarat was the 
circumstances attending a Board of Inquiry upon an 
obnoxious individual, the proprietor of the Eureka 
Hotel^ a Mr. Bentley. It appears that his hotel had 
been the rendezvous, as far as we can learn from the 
public papers of the day, of a host of infiunous cha* 
racters, and it was said that many acts, contrary to 
the good order of society, had been there committed, 
without any interference to check them by the local 
authorities. Amongst other things it was stated, 
that an unfortunate man of the name of Scobie was 
there murdered, and it was on this account that 
the Board of Inquiry was ordered to assemble, and 
Bentley brought to justice. Either from the de&ult 
of witnesses, or partiality, we are not competent to 
form an opinion, but on his first trial at Ballaarat, 
he was declared to have come through the investi- 
gation without suspicion or a stain upon his charac- 
ter. The populace, however, became excited, and, 
believing that Bentley and his party were guilty, 
set no bounds to their indignation, but, in Ljoich- 
law style, took the law in their own hands, attacked 
and burned down the Eureka Hotel, and would not 
permit the authorities to interfere. Bentley and 
his compeers were again brought into court, and all 
found guilty of manslaughter on this occasion, from 
evidence of the most undeniable character. Here, 
of course, the matter might have ended, had not the 
people been stimulated by demagogues and political 
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firebrands, who stirred them up to the belief that 
nothing short of a regular rebellion would obtain 
for them impartiality and justice from tribunals 
pictured to them as composed of administrators 
open to bribery, and supported in acts of treachery 
and duplicity. It was in consequence of such appeals 
that leaders stepped forward to enrol volunteers as 
train-bands, so as to be in a position to resist, by 
force of arms, the power of the Government, who, 
with blindness so common to the supremacy of law, 
allowed such meetings and formations of rebel bands 
to continue ; and it was not until after repeated 
notifications of the determination of the populace, 
that they at length determined to send to Ballaarat 
their whole available force — soldiers, marines, and 
sailors — ^under the command of Sir Robert Nickle, 
the General commanding ; but ere they arrived there, 
the first blow was struck — ^people and military were 
engaged in a deadly conflict. 
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** And there was mounting in hot haste : the steed, 
The mustering squadron, and the clattering car, 
Went pouring forth with impetuous speed, 
And swiftly forming in the ranks of war: 
And the deep thunder, peal on peal, afar ; 
And near, the beat of the alarming drum 
Roused up the soldier ere the morning star ; 
While thronged the citizens, with terror dumb, 
Or whispering, with white lips, * The foe ! they come ! they come !* " 

Btbon. 

IN the foregoing chapter we touched lightly on 
the disturbances, and how, in the burning of 
the Eureka Hotel, the authorities and the people 
came into collision, — such constituting offences 
against the order of society and the laws of the 
land, which it was impossible to overlook. The lea- 
ders of this outbreak were, therefore, arrested and 
placed on their trial ; the jury found them guilty, 
remarking, however, in their verdict, that the con- 
duct of the Ballaarat authorities was censurable. 
The judge having passed extremely lenient sentences 
on the offenders, it was hoped that the matter would 
quietly end. That hope proved fallacious, for the dig- 
ger population regarded the Eureka rioters as mar- 
tyrs ; convened meetings, and proceeded to muster, 

Q 
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drill their forces, and entrench a position in their 
own encampment ; making every preparation fqr a 
struggle and conflict. 

On the 28th of November, 1854, a detachment of 
military arrived at the encampment of Ballaarat, 
after a long and tedious march. Their arrival was 
greeted by the hootings and shoutings of a large con- 
course of people that assembled round them. With 
the greatest possible forbearance, and with steady 
pace and unbroken order, the gallant and undaunted 
veterans of the 40th regiment passed quietly through 
the infuriated rabble. An hour afterwards, ano- 
ther detachment of the 12th regiment, with arms, 
ammunition carts, and baggage, came in by the 
Eureka. 

The people, excited by their demagogues and lea- 
ders, and upbraided with their pusillanimity for not 
attacking the preceding detachment, closed upon this 
body with greater determination, heaping on them 
every term of abuse they could ; and at length, ex- 
asperated by the cool steadiness of the more youth- 
ful regimeut, rushed on them, and a severe conflict 
arose. By the coolness and decision of their officer, 
confining all his attention to the safety of his party 
and his escort, at the point of the bayonet alone, they 
succeeded in gaining their camp. Unfortunately, in 
the Tfidee two carts out of the eight which the escort 
had charge of were broken to pieces and rifled. Be- 
ing thus abandoned, several shots were fired at the 
soldiers, one being mortally wounded. 
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After another hour, another party came up about 
dusk, comprising a detachment of the 40th regiment 
and some mounted troopers. They, coming by ano- 
ther route, were attacked on the bridge, but, forming 
into close order, with their mounted force as guards, 
they soon cleared the bridge and gained their camp 
without any serious injury (though several shots were 
fired) beyond a few slight wounds, and many of the 
horses wounded. 

On that evening dispatches were sent off with full 
particulars — Captain Thomas, who commanded the 
force there, deeming it expedient to hasten the march 
of the troops supposed to be en route for Ballaarat. 
On the morning of the 30th, intelligence reached the 
camp that the whole of the 12th regiment, stationed 
at Melbourne, the remainder of the 40th regiment, 
a detachment of seamen from H. M. ships Fantome 
and Electra, with several field-pieces, under the im- 
mediate conamand of Major-General Sir R. Nickle, 
Commander of the Forces in Australia, had left that 
morning for the scene of action ; and on the morn- 
ing of the 2nd he received private information that 
a chosen band of three hundred of the insurgents 
had gone off to intercept them ; also, that the diggers 
were strongly entrenching themselves, and making 
every preparation, as before stated, for a serious con- 
flict. As, however, this is minutely described in 
Captain Thomas' dispatches to the General com- 
manding, we will relate it in his own words : -- 
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'' Camp, B^laarat, Lecmbw 3, 1854. 

" Sib, — ^I have the honour to report, for the infor- 
mation of the Major-General, the following details 
relative to a collision that took place this morning 
between the troops under my command, and the 
Ballaarat rebels. The Major-General has already 
been made aware of the fact, that a large number of 
ill-disposed persons have, for some days, been openly 
organizing, drilling, and equipping tliemselves, with 
the undisguised object of attacking her Majesty^s 
troops, and, if possible, subverting the Government 
During the night of the 1st instant frequent signals 
were observed passing from tent to tent around the 
camp, and several stots were fired over the heads of 
the sentries. I, therefore, considered it necessary, 
on the following day, to issue a public notice, that 
no light would be allowed in the neighbourhood after 
8 o'clock ; that no discharge of firearms would be 
permitted under any pretence ; and that persons dis- 
obeying these orders would be fired at. This notice 
produced the desired effect. Early on the 2nd in- 
stant information reached me, that the rebels were 
forming an entrenched camp at the Eureka diggings, 
about a mile and a half from our camp, with the 
absurd intention of intercepting the forces under the 
Major-General's command en route from Melbourne. 

" In the course of the afternoon Mr. Commissioner 
Amos, in charge of the Eureka station, arrived here, 
and reported that an armed party of the rebels had 
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marched up to his camp, taking him prisoner, and 
subsequently released him, but kept possession of 
his horse. 

" During the whole of that day strong parties of 
insurgents were parading the diggings in every di- 
rection, many of them, in sight of the camp, robbing 
stores, collecting arms, and forcing people to join 
their ranks. I did not consider it prudent to attack 
them, as they were not collected in any one spot, 
and the safety of the camp would have been risked 
had a larger portion of the force been withdrawn. 
I determined, however, to attack their camp at 
daylight the next morning ; for this purpose the 
troops were ordered to assemble at half.past 2 a. m. 
At 3 o'clock I left, with the following force, mounted : 
escort of the 40th regiment, thirty men under Lieu- 
tenants Hall and Grardyne ; mounted police under 
Sub-Inspectors Fumell, Langley,Chomley, and Lieu- 
tenant Cassack, and seventy men ; 12th regiment, 
under Captain Quade and Lieutenant Paul, with 
sixty-five rank and file ; 40th regiment, under Cap- 
tain Wise, Lieutenants Bowdler and Richards, with 
eighty-seven rank and file, and twenty-four foot 
police under Sub-Inspector Carter. The total num- 
ber of troops were, one hundred mounted men, and 
one hundred and seventy-six foot ; the remainder of 
the troops and police I left to guard the camp, under 
the command of Captain Atkinson, of the 12th regi- 
ment ; having with me, Mr. Commissioner Amos, 
Mr. Hackett, P. M., and Mr. G. Webster, Civil Com- 
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missary, as the three magistrates to authorize my 
proceedings. 

" In excellent order, and perfect silence, the force 
arrived in about half an hour in front of the rebel 
entrenchments, and about three hundred yards from 
it, and under cover of a rise of the ground. The 
detachments of the 12th and 40thregiments extended 
then in skirmishing order, each having its proper sup- 
port. Part of themounted force of military aad police 
moved towards the left of their position to threaten 
its flank and rear ; the remainder of the mounted 
force and foot police were kept in reserve. We then 
advanced quietly to the entrenchments, where the 
revolutionary flag was flying; at about one hundred 
and fifty yards, as we advanced, we were received by 
rather sharp and well-directed fire from the insur- 
gents, without word or challenge on their part ; 
then, and not till then, I ordered the bugle to sound 
the 'commence firing;' for about ten minutes a 
heavy fire was kept up by the troops advancing, 
which was replied to by our opponents. During this 
time I brought up the infantry supports and foot 
police. The entrenchment was then carried and 
taken by the point of the bayonet ; the insurgents 
retreating, I ordered the firing to cease. All persons 
found within the entrenchment were taken prisoners, 
and many of the fugitives were intercepted by the 
cavalry. I then marched the infantry and a portion 
of the mounted police, in charge of the prisoners and 
wounded, to camp, directing the remainder of the 
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cavalry to recover the Government camp at the 
Eureka, which was about five hundred yards distant 
from the place where we then stood, and which was 
' reported to be in possession of the insurgents. They 
found it had been occupied by them during the night, 
and that it had subsequently been deserted; the whole 
force, accordingly, returned to camp, 

" The prisoners brought in were in number 128 ; 
a few of them, however, I ordered to be released, as 
I was not satisfied of their being in the engagement, 
though they were taken in the immediate neighbour- 
hood. Several have been taken since on the charge 
of insurrection, which makes the number now in cus- 
tody to be 114. 

" The behaviour of the troops and police, both 
officers and men, in this skirmish was very good ; 
and whilst I hope the Major-General will be pleased 
to convey to his Excellency my appreciation of the 
conduct of the whole police force under my com- 
mand, I feel it right particularly to notice the ex- 
treme steadiness of the foot police under Captain 
Garter, who were brought up with the supports to 
carry the entrenchment 

" I am most desirous of acknowledging the great 
assistance I received in this affair, and in all the 
arrangements connected with my command, from 
Captain Pasley, R.E., who was good enough to act 
as my aide-de-camp on this occasion, and joined the 
skirmishers in their advance. Mr. Webster remained 
under fire the whole time, giving me the benefit of 
his services. Mr. Hackett, the police magistrate. 
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remained with the infantry; and Mr. Amos guided 
the cavalry to their position. 

" I cannot omit from my dispatch the expression 
of my deep regret at the dangerous wound received * 
by Captain Wise of the 40th Regiment, who, re- 
maining at his post after getting a slight wound, fell 
on the inside of the entrenchment when conspicu- 
ously leading his company to the attack. Lieutenant 
Paul, 12th Regiment, also received a severe wound, 
but continued to do his duty in the ranks. 

" The number of killed and wounded on the side 
of the insurgents was great, but I have no means of 
ascertaining it correctly. I have reason, however, 
to believe that there were not less than thirty killed 
on the spot, and I know that many have since died 
of their wounds. Amongst these and the persons in 
custody, several leaders of the insurrection ap- 
pear, two of whom lie dangerously if not mortally 
wounded in hotels near the spot. 

" The effect of this blow has been that the police 
now patrol, in small bodies, the length and breadth of 
the Ballaarat Gold Fields, without threats or insults. 
To such of the wounded as have not been removed, 
I have sent medical assistance, and have caused the 
unclaimed dead to be taken away and buried in the 
cemetery. 

" I have the honour to be, &c., &c., &c., 
"J.W.Thomas, 

'^ Captmn, 40th Regiment ^ 
'' Commanding troops at Ballaarat, 
'* Deputy Adfutant' General, 
" Bead Quarters^' 
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"P.S. — ^Ann^xed is the list of casualties, copied 
from the surgeon's report : — 

" 'Ballaarai, Beemher 3, 1854. 

" ' 12th Regiment, — Lieutenant Paul severely 
wounded in the hip ; one soldier killed, and seven 
severely wounded. 40th Regiment, — two privates 
killed ; Captain H. C. Wise dangerously wounded ; 
and six privates severely wounded. Of the mounted 
men and police we have no return.'" 

We have copied verbatim Captain Thomas' report, 
as the various other reports circulated through the 
papers seem so contradictory that we can scarce 
place reliance upon them ; and stiU we would, "ere 
we pass on to other matters, give to our readers 
one or two extracts, on which we think some degree 
of reliance may be placed, though still tainted with 
the feeling of partiality, consequent on the violent 
state of party spirit abroad. Thus, the " Ballaarat 
Times," which was published in black borders, as in 
mourning for the event, thus writes: — 

** The majority of the population retired to rest 
as usual, owing to a notice to that effect from the 
officer commanding the troops. Some time about 
6 o'clock were seen the passing troops returning 
from the conflict, bearing with them the dead 
and wounded, and driving before them at the 
bayonet's point prisoners taken at the Eureka 
stockade. The armed diggers that were on duty 

R 
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at various places returned early to their camp, where 
they took up their quarters. Sentries were placed, 
and every precaution taken to prevent surprise from 
the military, which, however, was effected about 4 
o'clock A.M. It would appear that there was some 
treachery in the matter, inasmuch as a party had 
been decoyed to look after arms, and the sentinels 
failed to perform their duty. However that matter 
stood, the Eureka party was fairly surprised, and 
had only time to order the men to ' fall in,' w^hen a 
withering volley was poured in on them from the 
military. The diggers immediately returned the 
fire, and the mdee became general. The soldiers 
made a rush and carried the stockade in a short 
time, — one principal reason of this being, the diffi- 
culty laboured under, from inexperience in loading 
the fire-arms, to return anything like an equal 
fire. 

" Several of those present got off, and many pri- 
soners were taken, to which were afterwards added 
all those who were so unfortunate as to show their 
heads out of their tents as the force marched back in 
triumph, carrying the dead bodies. To do the 
soldiers justice, while discharging their duty they 
were generally merciful, until the affair was over, 
when it is said the officers had to keep them in, or 
they would have butchered the prisoners in cold 
blood. 

" The mounted troopers are coming in for a large 
share of ill-will; without an opportunity (and perhaps 
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it was as well so) to prove their valour, they con- 
tented themselves with waylaying the unarmed and 
innocent, who were so unfortunate as to exhibit 
themselves. Aformer reporter of our own, lately con- 
nected with the Melbourne ' Morning Herald' here, 
was drawn to see what was going on by hearing the 
noise ; on seeing how matters stood, he was return- 
ing to his tent, not far off, when a trooper intercepted 
him. He was handcuffed by two other troopers 
who came up, and driven to the mob of prisoners 
there collected. He is said to be mortally wounded. 

"The spectacle presented at the stockade this 
morning was sufficient to appal the stoutest heart. 
About twenty dead bodies (many of them riddled 
with balls), pikes, spent balls, and pools of blood, 
showed where the contest had been most deadly. 
It is said that there were several more bodies, but 
that they were removed by friends early in the 
morning. 

" The place, which has been visited by nearly all 
the diggers before this, is situated a little beyond 
the late Eureka Hotel, nearer the Eureka line. 

" The men who were killed in the stockade are, 
many of them, unknown, though some are well 
known to all old residents. Those which remained 
up till near midday were removed to the camp, 
and buried at the same time as the soldiers who fell 
on the occasion. Of those who escaped but little is 
known, and that little is contradictory. 

" About noon another notice was given out : — 
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" * Notice ! 

" * Government Oafnp, Ballaarat, 
'' ' Deeemher S, 1854. 

" 'HerMajesty's forces were this morning fired upon 
by a large body of evil-disposed persons of various 
nations, who had entrenched themselves in a stock- 
ade on the Eureka, and some officers and men were 
killed or wounded. Several of the rioters have paid 
the penalty of their crime, and a large number are 
in custody. All well-disposed persons are requested 
to return to their ordinary occupations, and to ab- 
stain fi-om assembling in groups, and every protec- 
tion will be afforded to them. 

" * RoBT. Rede, 

*' ' BeMmt Com^unoner* 

" Since writing the above, we have heard that the 
armed diggers fired at the soldiers first We can 
with difficulty make out the truth, owing to parties 
who know the particulars being unwilling to furnish 
them." 

This extract is the least exaggerated account we 
have had of the affair, and still, we must observe, 
that the leading paragraphs are evidently intended 
to mislead the reader into the belief that the com* 
munity at large were not implicated, or even aware 
of the insurrectionary movements, and perfectly 
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obedient to the orders of their rulers. From ana- 
ther source, and one of the insurrectionary party, 
we have received the following version of the 
affidr : — 

" About daybreak on Sunday morning, 3rd inst, 
we were awakened by the cry — ' The military are 
coming to attack us.' We had no sooner fallen into 
our different divisions, than a man in the fourth 
division fired a shot, said to be accidental, and when 
we had taken up our several positions in the barri- 
cades, he fired again : at this moment the military 
fired their first volley on us, and as they fired their 
second, we fired our first. 

" The soldiers now rushed on the barricades, when 
we retreated, driven back at the point of the bayo- 
net, still fighting as we retreated, and disputing 
every inch of the ground. One soldier whom I had 
disabled ran his bayonet through my comrade, 
when I put a bullet through him, and then retreat- 
ing, fell over some slabs, and lay so till the conflict 
passed on to another part. I then endeavoured to 
escape through the broken barricade, but meeting 
some five or six comrades, we drew together behind 
a chimney, and fired at a party of troopers who 
were leading away some prisoners. They imme- 
diately turned on us, and ere we could gain a more 
secure retreat, we were cut down to a man, and, 
wounded and weary, driven to the camp. Several 
of the prisoners told us that they were surrounded 
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when concealed in a tent, and fired upon, shot down 
as they attempted to escape." 

Such are the accounts of the emeute. On the fol- 
lowing day aU was quiet, and ere a week had passed 
over the lesson thus taught to the insurgents en- 
tirely put a stop to their violent and outrageous 
opposition to the constituted authority over them. 
A general amnesty was declared ; the martial law 
which had been proclaimed on the arrival of Sir 
Robert Nickle and the troops under his command 
in a few days was remitted, and the diggers returned 
quietly to their original occupation ; and the seeds of 
rebellion, so fearful and dangerous to the public 
welfare, were thus, by the prompt measures of Cap- 
tain Thomas, checked in the bud, and the peace of 
the community fully established. 

For some time after the arrival of the mili- 
tary, considerable caution was taken to prevent 
any recurrence of any enrolment or combining of 
forces amongst the disaffected, and high rewards 
were offered for the apprehension of the leaders and 
instigators of the rebellion, more especially for their 
generalissimo. Colonel Berne, a German refugee, 
who, it was said, organized their forces, — a man of 
considerable talent, daring and impetuous. He was 
not taken, however, though £300 were offered for 
him, dead or alive ; it is said that he escaped to Mel- 
bourne, where, disguised as a woman, he remained 
for some days, till a sum of money was collected for 
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him, and, in the same disguise, left in a ship sailing 
for California. Several other leaders, however, were 
taken, and were indicted for high treason, state 
trials being ordered for them ; but of this more 
anon. 

Many anecdotes are told of the military and their 
opponents during these troublous times. On one 
occasion a doctor, about to enter the camp, either 
not knowing or not willing to give the pass-word, 
was fired at by the sentry, but fortunately the ball 
only grazed him, passing through his coat ; to his 
angry remonstrance to the General, he was told the 
soldier had but done his duty. On another occa- 
sion, one of the sailors who formed part of the force, 
like the disciple of Galen, endeavoured to pass the 
sentry, when, hearing the cocking of his firelock^ 
called out, " Hold hard, mate, and I'll 'bout ship in 
a jiffy," and, suiting the action to the word, ran off 
from such a dangerous neighbourhood. 

During the storming of the stockade the insur- 
gents fought at a great advantage, having holes and 
places of refuge to lie in, and suddenly rushing out, 
firing on the soldiers. A party of soldiers, having put 
to route a large number, were proceeding at a quick 
pace to another part of the entrenchment, when one 
man, losing the percussion cap off his firelock, re- 
turned to pick it up, when he was immediately 
assailed by three or four men, suddenly jumping 
from a hole ; with cool intrepidity he quickly levelled 
his piece, and fired on them, and, wielding his fire- 
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lock with lu8ty arm, soon cleared the way, and re- 
joined his comrades unhurt. Among the badly 
wounded in the affray was a private of the 12th 
Regiment, Felix Boyle, who had served fourteen 
years with the 10th Regiment in India, retired from 
the service with a good pension, two medals, and 
three clasps (having been engaged in many a bril- 
liant action in the East). He returned unscathed 
to his native land and birth-place, Belfast, covered 
with glory, to spend the remainder of his days with 
his friends, but Felix finding them dispersed, and 
in very bad circumstances, resolved once more to 
return to his old profession of arms, and joined the 
12th Regiment, then quartered in Ireland, one month 
previous to embarking for Australia. They had 
only landed a few days in Melbourne when they 
were ordered to Ballaarat, where poor Felix was the 
first victim to fall in the popular outbreak. He 
received a musket-baU in the mouth, which severely 
shattered his lower jaw; he lingered a few days, and 
died. 

Space does not permit us to enter more at large 
into the^ particulars of this sad affair, and we reserve 
for the ensuing chapter the circumstances that fol- 
lowed the taking of the stockade, the movements of 
the troops at the time, and the fate of Captain 
Wise. 
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** Brief, brave, and glorious was his young career." 

Shaksfeake. 

** But soon a funeral hymn was heard, 
Where the soft breath of evening stirred 
The tall, gray forest ; and a band 
Of stem in heart, and strong in hand. 
Came winding down beside the wave. 
To lay the red chief in his grave." 

LoNaFELLOW. 

CAPTAIN Henry Christopher Wise, the subject 
of the present short memoir, was born at 
Rome, in the year 1829. His family reside at 
Woodcote, in Warwickshire, where his father is a 
gentleman possessed of considerable property ; his 
mother being the third daughter of the late Sir Evan 
Skipwith, Bart, of Newbold Hall, in the same 
county. Of his early years we have no particular 
account, save of his being under the tuition, for 
some time, of the Rev. Wm. Nead, from whose care 
he proceeded to Eton, where, having remained 
two years, he was entered a student at the Royal 
Military College of Sandhurst By steadiness, ap- 
plication, and good conduct, he soon gained the 
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first position amongst his fellow-pupils, and his 
talents and acquirements soon placed him the first 
amongst the competitors for College prizes, which 
eventually, on his first trial at the examination of 
the Commissioners, obtained an ensigncy for him, 
without purchase, in the 40th Regiment. 

On the 26th of November, 1847, he first joined 
his regiment in Galway, and served with it for four 
years on home, service, two of which were in the 
south of Ireland, where his memory is still revered 
and kindly spoken of, fi-om his ajffable and courteous 
manner. 

In September, 1849, he purchased his Lieute- 
nantcy, and from his diligence and attention to his 
duties as a soldier he was appointed Adjutant of 
the regiment, and, as such, embarked with the head- 
quarters for Australia, in July, 1852, in the ship 
Vulcan ; in December of the following year he was 
promoted to a company by purchase, shortly after 
which he was selected to command the pensioner 
force called from the neighbouring colony of Tas- 
mania to quell the disturbances at the Gold Fields. 
Tranquillity being restored at the diggings, he pro- 
ceeded to Hobart Town with his command. 

It was during his stay with the 99th Regiment 
in that city, that the author and his brother officers 
became intimately acquainted with him, and were 
led to love and esteem one whose untimely fate 
so soon after they had to deplore. 

On the 8th of December an express steamer ar- 
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rived in the Derwent, with the intelligence of the 
outbreak at BaUaarat, and an exaggerated account 
of the loss of life on the occasion, also a rumour 
that our gallant friend and late guest had been 
killed, which spread a gloom among us. The follow- 
ing mail brought a more veracious account of his 
being severely wounded, but that strong hopes were 
entertdned of his ultimate recovery. On this occa^ 
sion was evinced that sympathy of nationality so pe- 
culiar to the British nation ; for immediately that it 
was understood how the Victorians were embroiled in 
a civil war, the greatest possible interest and anxiety 
to assist them was evinced by all classes of the Tas- 
manians. Public meetings were held, and resolu- 
tions passed, expressing it ; the Governn^nt, too, 
with equal alacrity obeying the call, despatched 
three hundred chosen men of the 99th Regiment, 
imder Coloneil Jackson, with but a few hours' no- 
tice, to Melbourne. On the arrival of this force 
in Hobson's Bay, words can but ill depict the 
excitement prevailing through the community : — 
the whole disposable force of both the navy (from 
two ships of war then lying in the Bay) and the 
military, 12th and 40th Regiment, with the excep- 
tion of a few sailors and marines left as a guard in 
the city, having departed, as before detailed, under 
the command of Sir Robert Nickle, for Ballaarat. 
They found the city in a state of considerable 
alarm, from the varied and conflicting rumours 
hourly arriving from Ballaarat ; the minds of most 



Digitized by 



Google 



132 CHARACTER AND DEATH 

were in a state of fear and dismay^ for, among other 
reports, it was circulated (more particularly through 
the retired, and, consequently, more credulous por- 
tion of the inhabitants), that the diggers (their num. 
bers magnified a thousand-fold) having dispersed the 
military forces, were then on their way to sack the 
fair city of Melbourne. The arrival, therefore, of 
their old friends and favourites of the 9&th quieted 
their fears, and restored a certain degree of confi- 
dence in the public mind. 

As forming one of this expedition, we may, per- 
chance, be accused of egotism, to do away with 
which, we take the liberty of quoting a paragraph 
from the leading journal of the city, three months 
after, when the regiment returned to Hobart Town, 
the day previous to which a public dinner was given 
to the officers by the leading men of Melbourne : — 

" The perfect tranquillity which, we are happy to 
say, now prevails in the colony, has enabled the Go- 
vernment to relieve the community from the heavy 
charge of supporting an extra military force, and, 
accordingly, the detachment of the 99th regiment, 
which has for the last three months been quartered in 
Melbourne, is under orders for Hobart Town. They 
leave on Friday, and although it is with the greatest 
degree of gratification that we hail their departure as 
a sign of the altered state of our social condition 
from what was the case when they arrived, and also 
as indicating a reduction in our expenses at this 
critical time, we should not be doing justice to this 
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fine body of men if we did not acknowledge the 
utility of their presence in this colony hitherto, un- 
der the circumstances which called for it. The regi- 
ment is well known in Victoria, and if it be true, 
what is rumoured, namely, that it is at no remote 
period to leave this hemisphere for more active ser- 
vice, the colonists will have sufficient confidence, 
from the opportunities that have been alBforded them 
of judging, in the future career of the 99th regiment 
being as glorious as that of any of those regiments 
which are now sustaining the fame of the British 
soldier before the walls of Sebastopol. 

" The afiability and courtesy of the officers, and 
the general good behaviour of the men, can be at- 
tested by all who have come in contact with them ; 
and we are sure, in wishing the regiment God speed, 
that our sentiments will be generally participated in. 
The following officers will embark with the regiment, 
on board the City of Hobart : — Colonel Jackson, 
commanding ; Captains Deering, Blamire, Montgo- 
merie, Stoney, andlsdeU ; Lieutenants Mac Donald, 
Nunn, and Ravenhill, and Dr. Carroll, Assistant 
Surgeon. The two guns will also be embarked, un- 
der the charge of Lieut. Akres, Royal Engineers." — 
Argus^ March 14, 1855. 

Accounts were also daily received of the con- 
tinued danger of Captain Wise. It appears that he, 
as stated in the despatch, before quoted, of Captain 
Thomas, had charge of his company on the morn- 
ing of the 3rd, and whilst leading them gallantly 
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over the stockade received a severe wound in the 
leg, whereupon he fell among his advancing men ; 
but, quickly recovering himself, he again led them on 
to the charge. The men, now rendered frantic, seeing 
their much-loved captain wounded, and his heroic 
conduct, carried all before them. Scarce, however, 
had the loud shout of his victorious men proclaimed 
that the stockade was theirs, and the opposing in- 
surgents routed, ere another ball struck him on the 
knee, which entirely disabled him, weak as he was 
from the loss of blood from the previous wound. 
His sorrowing comrades hastily constructing a rude 
stretcher, carried him to the rear. 

An instance of the wild devotion of his men is 
on record. On the following day a private of his 
company, waiting on his officer, begged permission 
to proceed to the stockade in order to bury his 
brother. "How," said the officer, "know you of your 
brother being killed T " I shot him myself, sir," was 
his prompt reply. "How dreadful!" was the rejoinder. 
" No, sir," stiU continued the soldier, " he shot my 
captain, and I shot him." We cannot vouch for the 
certain authenticity of this Brutus-like anecdote, yet 
such was currently reported ; and from the devotion 
we have ourselves seen evinced by the British sol- 
dier in moments of danger, we think that in the 
heat of battle and military ardour, when one whom 
they followed as a leader, loved, and honoured, was 
cut down before them, — the natural ties of affection 
would not be dreamt of. 
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For some days favourable symptoms having made 
their appearance, strong hopes were entertained 
of his ultimate recovery, nor was it considered, by 
any of the medical friends who constantly and un- 
remittingly attended him, that amputation was ne- 
cessary. The greatest anxiety relative to his fate 
was evinced by all classes of the community, and 
everything that skill and kindest attention could do 
was done to alleviate his suflFerings. Mild and gentle 
ever in disposition, his last days stiU bore out his 
character. From day to day despatches were sent 
to the head of the Government and Melbourne, 
containing bulletins of his health. But the fiat had 
gone forth ; his constitution, never very strong, 
gave way under the combined wounds, and he gra- 
dually sank until the morning of the 21st, when he 
ceased to live. 

All parties exhibited the greatest regret at the 
untimely death of this gallant young officer. With 
the deepest commiseration was the event spoken of in 
the House of Assembly, with the intention of raising 
a monument to his memory. A letter of condolence 
was written by his Excellency Sir Charles Hotham 
to his father, expressive of his deep regret for his loss, 
and how it had been his intention, had he survived, 
to have placed him on his personal staflF, and con- 
ferred on him all honours in his power to give. 
We need not say how sincere was the sorrow felt 
for him among his own immediate comrades and 
the military body then in Victoria. The day 
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after his decease, the following General Order was 
issued : — 

** Head Quarters, Melbowrne, 
'' December 22 y 1854. 

" 'Hie Major-General has deep regret in announc- 
ing to the troops within the Australian command, 
the death at Ballaarat camp, yesterday morning, 
the 21st, of Captain Henry Christopher Wise, of the 
40th Regiment. He died from the eflfects of wounds 
received on the 3rd instant, while bravely leading 
his company in storming the Eureka stockade, 
which a numerous band of foreign anarchists and 
armed ruffians had converted into a stronghold. 
His name will long be held in honour by the troops 
whose good fortune it was to bear testimony to his 
gallantry, and Sir Robert Nickle has heartfelt satis- 
faction in recording in General Orders the name of 
an officer who has thus worthily distinguished him- 
self His remains are to be buried with the honours 
due to his rank in the graveyard at Ballaarat Gold 
Field, beside those of the other meritorious soldiers 
which lie there interred. 

"E. Macarthur, 

" Cohnely Deputy Adjutant" GeneraV* 

Agreeably to this General Order, the whole of the 
forces, civil and military, then at Ballaarat, assem- 
bled on the 23rd instant, beside which a large con- 
course of all the inhabitants and miners of the place 
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followed him to the grave, thus displajnng their 
firm attachment to the servants of their Queen, even 
though their wild passions of rebellion had for a 
moment made them lose sight of their loyalty and 
obedience to her laws. He was buried in a small 
graveyard, a mile from the camp, on a rising ground 
above Cheswick's Creek, where a plain and elegant 
monument, erected by his brother officers, now points 
out his last resting-place. With him and the con- 
sequent sorrow attending his death, there seemed 
to have been buried the hatchet of war, for the 
peaceful occupations of all were resumed, martial 
law discontinued, and the troops removed to Mel- 
bourne, leaving only the usual detachments at Bal- 
laarat and the other diggings ; on which occasion 
the following General Order appeared : — 

'* Sead Quarters, Melbourne, 2Srd December, 1854. 
" On return of head-quarters to Melbourne, the 
Major-General, in thanking the troops for their good 
and steady conduct during the recent operations at 
Ballaarat,has the gratification of expressing his sense 
of the zealous, assiduous, and cheerful aid which he 
received fix)m the parties of officers and seamen of 
the Royal Navy, under the command of Lieutenants 
Bamaby and Keene, of her Majesty's ships Electra 
and Fantome. 

" By command, 
" (Signed) E. Macabthub, 

** Colonel, Deputy Adjutant- General.'^ 
T 
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In consequence of the postponement of the state- 
trials of the rioters of Ballaarat, it was deemed ex- 
pedient to retain the 99th regiment some time longer 
at Melbourne ; and a Commission of Inquiry having 
been ordered by the Government, it was considered 
further advisable to retain them until all matters 
were put upon a proper footing. Of the termina- 
tion of these matters we have elsewhere spoken at 
length. In the beginning of March, his Excellency 
having reviewed the 99th regiment, and written a 
highly complimentary letter to the commanding 
officer, a General Order appeared, of the same pur- 
port, and directing their return to Hobart Town 
on the 14th, and thus closed the disturbances of 
Ballaarat. 
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" Soft you ; a word or two before you go. 

I pray you in your letters, 
When you these unhappy deeds relate. 
Speak of me as I am — ^nothing extenuate." 

Shakspeaee. 

IN giving a concluding sketch of the state of Vic- 
toria, we are compelled to curtail many matters 
of interest which occurred during the past year, and 
from the date at which we commenced our remarks. 
To take up, then, the thread of our narrative from 
the conclusion of the Ballaarat disturbances, we 
find that no further act of insubordination occurred 
either there or at any other of the Gold Fields. 
Public meetings were, indeed, held at many places, 
for the purpose of sympathizing with the " men of 
Ballaarat," as they were called, and for agitating in 
favour of the prisoners arrested on the charge ot 
high treason, as in a former chapter alluded to. All 
these meetings, however, passed off peaceably — a 
result due to the prudent conduct of the authorities, 
and the prompt measures taken by the Legislature, 
who seemed now, at least, determined to have justice 
done to all parties; to fix the constitution of autho- 
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rity on a firmer basis ; to enforce obedience to the 
laws ; and, by making every inquiry and investiga- 
tion relative to the causes of discontent, be enabled 
to enact laws more equable and more likely to 
prove satisfactory to the well-being of the commu- 
nity at large. 

Immediately after the outbreak, a Commission of 
Inquiry was appointed, which consisted of the Chief 
Commissioner of the Gold Fields (ex oflGlcio), and 
Messrs. Westgarth, as President, O'Shanassy, Fawk- 
ner, Strachan, and Hodgson. They proceeded to Bal- 
laarat, and thence, after a few days, to the other Gold 
Fields. As the members of the Commission were, with 
one exception, members of the Legislative Council, 
and anxious to conclude the investigation during the 
Christmas recess, their tour was soon brought to a 
conclusion, and they returned to Melbourne to exa- 
mine further evidence, and to draw up their Report 
upon the matter. Their first act, however, was the 
recommendation of a general amnesty. Sir Charles 
Hotham refused to sanction or notify it, alleging 
that the Commission had exceeded their powers. 
Such was also recommended to his Excellency by 
various sections of the public. Two deputations 
from Melbourne and from the diggers at BaUaarat 
presented petitions to the same effect ; these like- 
wise were refused, and thirteen of the men arrested 
on the charge of high treason were, after many 
delays caused by the legal informalities in their in- 
dictments, at length brought to trial, and acquitted. 
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An immense number of witnesses were summoned, 
and great inconvenience was caused by the delay, 
besides the continued excitement which prevailed 
throughout the colony during the interval. We 
cannot, therefore, praise the policy of the measure. 
All, however, terminated peaceably, and during the 
sessions of the year 1855, several measures were in- 
troduced into the Council, tending much to allay 
the irritation caused by the enactments introduced, 
as before detailed, for the regulation of the Gold 
Fields. None seem to have given more general 
satisfaction than the reducing the digging license 
fee to a mere nominal sum, and introducing a gene- 
ral export tax on gold. 

Much discussion also occurred during the year, 
and many Acts were amended relative to the sale and 
occupation of Crown Lands ; for, while the diflGlculties 
attending their acquisition had the effect of accumu- 
lating in towns many who were fitted by previous 
experience for agricultural employments, the city 
population was still further augmented by the de- 
mand for artisans ; and the extraordinary increase 
of the population by immigration, consequent on 
the gold discovery, created a demand for house ac- 
commodation, which raised the wages of artificers 
to an unprecedented height. This led many, who 
were but imperfectly acquainted with the kind of 
labour required, to betake themselves to the trades 
of masons, joiners, &c. 

The reports circulated relative to the wages which 
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were obtained in such employments induced a con- 
tinued increasing immigration of those classes, who 
were reluctant to leave the towns even after the 
demand for their labour declined ; and thus the at* 
traction of the town, and the difficulties which lay 
in the way of settling on the lands, co-operated to 
keep the urban population unusually large, when 
compared with the Gold Fields and the country in 
general. 

The introduction, also, of machinery and steam- 
power will have a great influence on the Gold 
Fields. The production of the precious metal will 
be increased to an extent which many would esteem 
incredible. It is stated by those who have become 
acquainted with the characteristics of auriferous 
quartz in California, that there are here whole 
ranges sufficiently rich to make the crushing of the 
quartz and the extraction of the gold a profitable 
speculation. Many men of capital and enterprise 
are only waiting the adoption of such measures as 
will enable them to enter on these speculations. 
Legislative measures are also expected, such as will 
facilitate the formation of co-operative companies 
of miners, by whom machinery may be employed, 
and the land wrought at a greatly diminished cost. 
Should these proposed arrangemente be carried out, 
the position of all classes will be improved. Those 
who arrived on the Gold Fields will have it in their 
option either to accept employment at high wages, 
or engage in digging for themselves ; while the suc- 
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cessful miner will have an opportunity of investing 
his capital safely and profitably. 

These remarks lead us to the investigation of the 
capabilities of the soil, as well as the products of 
those rich mines of which we speak. For, such is 
the bountiful nature of the climate of " Australia 
Felix," that there is no period of the year, of many 
weeks' duration, in which some crop might not be 
forwarded. But the great differential fact between 
cultivated and unreclaimed lands, as property, is 
this, — that the former acquire a settled value, liable 
to but small fluctuations ; while the first breath of 
panic converts the latter into its original insignifi- 
cance, and, by sweeping away all the artificial value 
that had been imparted to it for a season, leaves the 
unfortunate owner almost without the means of rais- 
ing a pound on his acres. We contend that land of 
such fertility as exists in this colony is far before 
even our gold produce as an ultimate means of indi- 
vidual wealth ; whilst as a means of national pro- 
gress, it is immeasurably before the precious metal. 
We may expose the absurdity of our present method 
of dealing with this great treasure, by instancing a 
people who may produce some important staple arti- 
cle of commerce— raw cotton, for example, but who, 
in place of selling it for export and manufacture, 
should make it the medium of speculation amongst 
themselves — of sale and re-sale, until it attained a 
price which shut it out from sale for manufacturing 
purposes, and at the same time left it perfectly use- 
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less in the hands of the latest purchaser. Insane as 
such a process would be, it presents an exact paral- 
lel to the mode in which we at present deal with our 
valuable possessions, namely, the fertile lands of this 
colony. As the cotton grower has to sink his money 
and labour to produce his crop, so have we been 
sinking our money and the value of our labour to 
obtain something convertible into great additional 
value ; but that conversion we refused to make, 
preferring to speculate upon a continually increas- 
ing advance in the raw material, until the price has 
become too high for its profitable conversion to a 
productive state, and we find ourselves left with an 
imaginary rent-roll, based on imaginary farms, and 
intrinsically valueless domains. 

We intended to conclude this subject by enu- 
merating some well-known facts as to the genial 
character of the colony for agricultural and horticul- 
tural purposes — a fact, the general truth of which is 
not disturbed by the exceptional occurrence of hot 
winds, or by the misrepresentations of interested 
parties, that agriculture is incumbered with greater 
diflGlculties and less profits here than in the mother 
country. We find this, however, so well done to our 
hand in the Prospectus of the " Australian Society 
for the Development of Local Resources," lately pro. 
jected in New South Wales, that we avail ourselves 
of some of the positions they lay down, strengthened 
as these are by the acknowledged superiority of our 
own soil and climate to many parts of the adjoining 
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colony, and also to that of South Australia, whose 
marvellous success as an agricultural and horticul- 
tural country, has been placed, beyond all cavil, by 
the industry and wisdom of her inhabitants. The 
Prospectus referred to states : — 

" The climate of Australia offers every promise of 
rich results in the propagation of those productions 
which reward the cultivators of the soil in corre- 
sponding latitudes, and other parts, in both hemis- 
pheres. There is nought obtained on either side of 
the fruitful shores oftheMediterranean, which, within 
the range from Port Philip to Port Curtis, cannot 
be brought to perfection, and yield a bounteous har- 
vest. Medicinal plants and herbs, many of which 
are indigenous to the soil, and for which Great Bri- 
tain is wholly dependent on the Levant and Asia 
Minor, can be cultivated with facility, and afford a 
large profit. The dye-woods of the Australian con- 
tinent and adjacent islands are various ; and there is 
no vegetable dye used in any kind of manufacture, 
or wool of more fine quality, that are not produced 
within our territorial limits. We also possess the 
finest sand, and the best adapted for the manufac- 
ture of all kinds of glass, in the world ; and when 
it is known that the exports of our wines must, to 
yield their due value, be put in bottles for the spirit, 
necessarily, to prevent their fermentation in wood 
— ^for export destroys the peculiar flavour of the 
genuine grape wine of the colony — it cannot be 
doubted that it is the interest of the vine-growers 
to forward the establishment of glass manufactories, 

u 
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SO essential to the just appreciation of theii* wine in 
Europe ; whilst the demand for all kinds of glass 
is, in the southern hemisphere, almost inexhaustible, 
and can be met by us at a very moderate cost of 
production, and of the best material. 

" The demand for coal, now extending in an un- 
exampled degree, is only responded to, and that 
most inefficiently, from one outlet ; whilst it is 
known that, in many places along our coasts, indi- 
cations of rich seams present themselves, and only 
require to be pointed out, and information and in- 
struction given for their efficient working. 

" These are only some of the treasures of the earth 
that await our industrial action to call them forth 
in rich profusion. The varied mineral riches that 
abound have to be added to these gifts of nature ; 
and their full development can only be contempo- 
raneous with the actual occupation and cultivation 
of the soil. It is to help us to the full possession of 
this glorious patrimony of a beneficent Providence, 
that the Chamber of Commerce now take the field ; 
and that prudence may direct their steps, determi- 
nation characterize their resolves, and success follow 
in their course, must be the ardent wish of Austra- 
lia's newly adopted children.'' 

The intelligence of the great body of the miners 
will show them that the establishment of companies 
will assist in developing the capabilities of a gold- 
producing country ; they will also originate, whilst 
they encourage the investment of a capital, a great 
and increasing demand for labour, which is likely 
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to prove so profitable as to warrant its employment 
at high rates. Those who hesitate to bring out their 
wives and families whilst depending upon the un- 
certain resource of digging for themselves, will be 
encouraged to do so, having the prospect of a high 
remunerative employment, even without the chance 
of brilliant success. 

A close relation subsisting between the supply 
and demand in the labour-market is calculated to 
accelerate the attainment of a healthful state of so- 
ciety; people now feel that time and attention are 
required to insure success, and that they must work 
steadily and perseveringly, nor will they any longer 
think only of acquiring fortune and returning 
home. As the society becomes better formed, the 
country better known and inhabited, its resources 
more fully developed, its government equable, free, 
and independent, they will reckon on a lengthened 
and continued residence; they will seek to surround 
themselves with their families; they will look upon 
Victoria as their home; and thus take a far deeper 
interest in the welfare of the colony. There is, indeed, 
every encouragement now for the colonist to gather 
his family round him. The question of education 
has engrossed the particular attention of the Legis- 
lature, and the Annual Report of the last year shows 
an increase in the number of schools and scholars, 
besides the diflferent modern branches of education, 
unprecedented in the annals of any country ; and 
whilst the national and denominational schools re- 
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ceive every support from the State — ^for the progress 
of education amongst the middle and lower classes, 
large grants and endowments are allotted for the 
purpose of establishing a College in the metropolis, 
now nearly completed, which, we trust, will, ere 
long, vie with any College of the old world, as no- 
thing has been left undone, but every inducement 
offered, to bring to the colony professors of the 
highest erudition and attainments. 

From the latest accounts we find that the social, 
political, commercial, and religious condition of Vic- 
toria has wonderfully increased in improvement dur- 
ing the past year. Melbourne at the present moment 
offers to the stranger as many inducements for a 
pleasing sojourn and happy residence as many a re- 
fined city of Europe, or even its proudest capitals. 

Of all the British colonies the history of Victoria 
has been the most marvellous. It has, indeed, been 
more marvellous than the history of any colony on 
record. The capital was founded only twenty years 
ago, and it is only some half-a-dozen years since it 
was a wretched out-port, at which a few stray ships 
touched. Yet now the population is more than 
80,000, and the trade something fabulous. There is 
no region of the world that can give a better account 
of the period that intervened between its rise and 
the present date. 

The trade of Victoria was, in 1854, not less than 
one hundred times greater than fifteen years before, 
and the population had multiplied itself thirty times 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE COLONY IN 1866. 149 

in the same period. These wondrous progressions 
apply more or less to the whole of our Australian 
settlements, but Melbourne is the centre of the 
movement. Last year it exported gold to the value 
of £12,000,000, and, from the last returns, the ex- 
ports during the present year are of much larger 
quotation. The advances of the Australian colo- 
nies cannot be fiilly appreciated, unless we compare 
them with wealthy and long established colonies. 
Thus, Victoria alone consumes more of our exports 
than all our colonies in North America. And these 
exports comprise not only the choicest works of our 
manufactures, and all that relates to the luxuries of 
life, but its refinements also. The whole of our 
exports of printed books, for example, in the year 
1854, amounted to £445,000; of this Australia took 
more than a third, the United States took less than 
a third ; that Melbourne takes a large share in the 
exports of this nature may be concluded from the 
fact that one bookseller in that city alone took 
200 copies of the first historical essay of the day 
(Alison's). Such facts are among the most grati- 
fying characteristics of the country, and show more 
clearly than anything else the standing of the emi- 
grants as a class. It contains a large number of 
well-educated men, who, in leaving their country, 
have not left its literature behind them. Melbourne 
has its daily and weekly papers, and its Illustrated 
News, and its Punch; its opera-house and theatres; 
its musical saloons and promenades; delightful parks 
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and botanical gardens; public libraries andmusemns; 
on aU of which no expense has been spared to ren- 
der them perfect, beautiful, and pleasing. Though 
it is vastly more distant than the transatlantic con- 
tinent, its relations with the mother country are 
not less intimate. 

Thus, gold, that created the western world, is now 
fast creating another and mightier empire in the 
south. There are some who cavil at this theory, 
and point to Spain as a proof that gold could not 
raise a nation to greatness ; and still, when we 
look over the history of Spain, we cannot fail to 
remark that its internal wealth was not the cause of 
its decay, for at one time that very wealth had made 
it the most magnificent on the earth. To its policy, 
therefore, alone is attributable its downfal ; for, 
while England, with its more enlightened, free, and 
independent government — ^unhampered by the de- 
spotic sway of a bigoted priesthood — and its iron 
and coal mines, only aided by industry, is now the 
richest and happiest country in the world, — we may 
hope that Australia, untrammelled by the fetters 
of a vacillating and grasping government, but follow- 
ing the example of the mother country, will advance, 
as it has even already done, into power and greatness. 

That gold, when rightly used, may prove a bless- 
ing, not a curse, the history of the Australian colo- 
nies and of England itself is convincing ; to that 
history we appeal in illustration of the moral influ- 
dice, as well as the economical, which this treasure 
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has exerted. To every dogma, theory, or argument, 
there are two sides: if, therefore, the love of money 
be the root of all evil, it is equally evident, when 
properly used, it may be productive of much good; 
nor can it be denied that the wheels on which the 
world move are gold. 

The history of Melbourne is a marvellous one. 
Not that it is a mere dream, — the evidence of its 
power is fast developing, and this at the present 
moment is daily seen by the change taking place, 
more particularly in France and Germany, where the 
circulation of gold is fast causing the disappearance 
of the spurious coin of the country, and the exten- 
sive circulation of the small-paper currency, always 
considered detrimental in establishing thorough 
confidence in the reciprocal monetary transactions 
between nations. The gold discovery, also, though 
not so much felt in England, has benefited, to a 
great degree, her sister country ; and since our 
return to the land of our birth, during the last few 
months we have wandered over a considerable por- 
tion of the Emerald Isle, when it was with feelings 
more easily imagined than described, that we saw 
everywhere a certain degree of advancement, an 
absence of the squalid poverty, in former days in 
many districts so common ; an appearance of comfort 
amongst the lowest classes formerly unknown; and 
the generaFaspect of things assuming a more healthy 
and genial character. It is the gold of Australia 
that has done this. 



Digitized by 



Google 



152 GENERAL STATE OF 

Return we again to the individual aspect of the 
country, and see how pleasing is its general condi- 
tion, even as its wealth is untold; and in this respect 
it bears a striking exception to most colonies which 
have rapidly achieved greatness or renown. Need 
we turn to the blood-stained page of the glorious 
land of Mexico, by nature transcendant in beauty; 
by its vast resources and boundless wealth un- 
equalled; by its delicious clime unexcelled; and what 
is it now? Need we proceed? — alas! a terror rather 
than example. 

Here it may not be deemed amiss of us to 
quote a few lines from the much admired Cowper, 
which seem to strike us as forcibly applicable, 
not only on account of its making mention of the 
mild and gentle but energetic discoverer of this con- 
tinent, brought into forcible contrast with the con- 
queror of this said Mexico, but also proves our 
argument still stronger, — how the principle of divine 
charity and truth will ever rise predominant over 
the ever so mighty power of wicked man : — 

" God, working ever on a social plan, 
By various ties attaches man to man. 

When Cook, lamented, and with tears as just 
As ever mingled with heroic dust, 
Steered British oak into a world unknown, 
And in his country's glory sought his own : — 
While Cook is loved for savage lives he saved. 
See Cortes odious for a world enslaved. 
How dark the veil that intercepts the blaze 
Of Heaven's mysterious purposes and ways!** 
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Let US now look at California: although we have 
reason to hope that one of the elements of disorder 
will be subdued, yet the American journals abound 
with instances of lawless violence, and tales of savage 
customs unknown in Australia; and though we have 
been at some pains to portray the dark side of 
the picture, yet we rejoice to be able in these, our 
concluding remarks, to show that the good and the 
bright still predominate ; nor have we any fear that 
the society, established on the fundamental basis 
of freedom and truth, will ever decline from the 
bright path on which it has entered. 

To carry out our original intention, and in order to 
give the general reader a correct knowledge of the 
present state of Victoria in every particular, it is 
necessary for us to give a few extracts from the 
latest journals and authentic reports received within 
the past month from Australia. 

Eelative to the exports of Victoria, Mr. West- 
garth, in his valuable work on its Commerce and 
Statistics, thus writes : — " In this particular we 
have far surpassed aU other countries of our em- 
pire, excepting only the larger of those great terri- 
tories of the east — themselves empires rather than 
colonies — the Indian Presidencies. In the pro- 
portion of exports to the population, Victoria sur- 
passes everything. An estimate for the last four 
years gives the average of £46 for every head of 
the colonial population. This estimate, too, is framed 
only upon the official valuation of the exports ; 
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whereas, with a due allowance for the value of gold 
exported without record during these years, this 
average would, probably, be increased by about £10 
per head. Let us here institute a comparison. 
Amongst the old European states, our own country 
is now happily distinguished alike for its commercial 
laws and the extent of its external commerce. The 
export trade of the United Kingdom, which, during 
the last three years, has been at the rate of one hun- 
dred miUions sterUng annually, maybe estimated to 
be at from £3 to £4 per head of the population. 
Britain had attained to only about £2 to £3 per head, 
until experiencing in its commerce, after the year 
1852, the full effect of the Australian gold dis- 
coveries; and this remarkable and sudden difference 
is undoubtedly due, in the greatest part, to the en- 
larged demands of the Australian market, and the 
stimulus of Australian gold. 

"The wealth or resources of commercial countries 
must not, of course, be indiscriminately estimated 
by the direct ratio of a larger export, because such 
countries may at the same time be, more or less, 
poor, as to those most ordinary home productions 
in which a country of far less commercial pretence 
may abound to superfluity. Such a deficiency in 
the former, although that deficiency may not argue 
any impolicy under the circumstances of the case, yet, 
as it must be made good from the exports, it so far 
diminishes their amount, and, therefore, the amount 
of that fund which we commonly associate with 
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ideas of the surplus means of a people. The young 
Victoria, whose attractive Gold Fields have so largely 
monopolized her industrial population, and propor- 
tionately restricted many ordinary vocations con- 
nected with the domestic market, is somewhat 
amenable to this gratifying reflection, when she 
arrays her export tables of yesterday against the 
matured gradations of British commerce. But, — ad- 
mitting this disadvantage to the senior in thus com- 
paring a young prolific gold colony, which has made 
a sudden leap into greatness, with her old and 
plodding parent, whose every step to her high com- 
mercial position has been taken through protracted 
and laborious toil, and admitting that in general 
the comparison of very old with very new countries 
is not entirely suitable, — ^yet there is suffitient in 
common to illustrate great economic principles, and 
collate facts of the most important bearing. The 
-wealth of Victoria, although acquired even with the 
rapid facility for which the colony gets credit, is 
not on this account less real or effective in the 
world's market. The export produce of all countries, 
either old or young, is a measure of social power, 
not only for attracting each to the other in the edi- 
fying bonds of friendly intercourse, but for the more 
direct advantage to each of commanding for its own 
use the varied productions of all the rest. To a 
young colony like Victoria, the large export pro- 
duce is in an especial sense the great lever of progress 
and civilization, because it enables us for our own 
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use and benefit to procure at once, and in their 
highest modem perfection, all those productions of 
older countries, that we are unable to create for 
ourselves, and which are now giving a marvellous 
furtherance to our progress." 

The reports also of schools and church matters, 
even to the first of June, 1856, show a wonderful 
increase in the number of schools and churches 
built, and in the numbers attending. We also find 
that, in consequence of the introduction of machinery 
and steam power, a great influence has been expe- 
rienced in the Gold Fields. Many men of capital 
and enterprise have formed companies for work- 
ing the Gold Fields, by purchasing the land and 
employing every invention ; and thus the stranger 
arriving at the Gold Fields will have a choice of 
immediate employment, or of trying his own luck 
in digging. 

The latest accounts from the Gold Fields are 
flourishing in the extreme : in proof thereof we quote 
the " Melbourne Gold Circular" of the 1st of June, 
during the week the prices being from £3 lis. to 
£3 17^. 3rf. per ounce. A considerable quantity of 
the national gold has been brought down, melted, 
and assayed, producing above standard (as 23 carats 
1 grain) : from Steiglitz and from Gipp's Land, of 23 
carats 2 grains. The following is a list of the Gold 
Fields and their last weekly return, as brought down 
by escort : — 
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Castleinaine, 5,033 oz. 

Sandhurst, 12,182 „ 

Heathcote, 870 „ 

Ballaarat, 10,956 „ 

Avoca, 550 „ 

Cheswick, 1,268 „ 

Amherst, 1,059 „ 

Fiery Creek, 3,092 „ 

Maryborough, 3,116 „ 

Buckland River, 69 „ 

Beechworth, 12,586 „ 

Blackwood, 432 „ 

Total, 51,214 „ 

Gold exported during the week — 

To Sydney, 6,298 oz. 

To Liverpool, 169,454 „ 

Total, 174,752 „ 

We shall next show a comparative statement of 
the product of gold, shipping, and population, be- 
tween the years 1852 and 1855. In the former year 
there was a gold product of 14,866,799 oz., and in 
1855 there wasl2,856,299 oz.; the shipping inwards, 
in 1852, was 1657, tonnage 408,216; with an entire 
population of 148,627. The shipping of 1855 was 
1897, tonnage 549,376; population, 319,245. Besides 
the above enumerated Gold Fields, there are several 
others which were not included in the return received 
by the mail of June last. We quote, therefore, some 
extracts from the local papers of same date. 
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The glowing reports concerning the richness of the 
Steiglitz diggings is fully corroborated by the last 
returns, and our visit to them. They are situ- 
ated about twenty-five miles from Geelong; the 
country around, though well wooded, is very fertile, 
and forest glades alternate with rich open plains 
for nearly the whole distance. Seven miles from 
Meredith, near the station of Lallal, you arrive at 
the Eclipse Inn, one of the prettiest places in Victo- 
ria of the kind, with its pretty verandah embowered 
in jasmine and woodbine. After leaving here, you 
come to the forest country, and two or three miles 
further on, in a deep guUey, the diggings commence. 



Although some aUuvial workings were commenced 
last season, the population, now numbering upwards 
of a thousand, are employed in mining quartz, of 
which there are four reefs. All the claims that have 
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been worked have turned out very rich indeed; and 
if the expectations of the scientific are realized, it 
will prove the most lucrative in the colony. Samples 
have been assayed which turned out 400 ounces to 
the ton, but this, of course, is only fi'om the richest 
specimens* The road from Steiglitz to Geelong is 
through the forest for nearly eight miles, and then 
across the plains to the fine farming district of Lower 
Marabool, and joins the Ballaarat road at Bellport 
Hill. 

By a late paper from Bendigo, the richness of 
the quartz there found is extraordinary; the quartz 
reef on the Loliban is worthy of special notice, 
situated on the Kangaroo Creek, four miles above 
Mahnesbury. There are five hundred miners em- 
ployed there now, wood and water plentiful enough, 
and excellent food for horses. At the present mo- 
ment there is considerable ignorance respecting 
quartz reefe ; an association, therefore, to collect all 
the useful information for its true development and 
proper working has been formed, which will confer 
great benefit on all the quartz localities. 

The local papers also inform us that at Welling- 
ton GuUey gold is found in considerable quantities; 
also on the reef of Clydesdale. 

The Nelson reef opposite Sandhurst, and the ra- 
vine of the celebrated Eagle Hawk specimen hill, 
promise rich returns to the diggers. From the 
Mount Blackwood diggings we have the following 
intelligence : — 
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''Ikcmbw 11, 1855. 

" By the kind permission of our Warden, Mr. 
Mackenzie, I now forward you copy of correspon- 
dence relative to one of the resources of this colony, 
which I think worthy of a niche in your columns, 
especially as it is well worth the serious attention of 
home capitalists, as offering a very safe and large 
field for their capital. 

" I may premise, we have the same * substance' 
referred to in the following letter in abundance here 
at Mount Blackwood : — 

" * Surveyor- General:* 8 Office y * 
November 10, 1855. 

" ' Sir, — ^I have the honour to inform you, that ac- 
cording to your request, I have examined the rocks 
from the Maryborough Gold Fields, returned here- 
with. 

" * They consist of bluish-black shales, with thin 
veins of alumina and silica, mixed with iron pyrites. 

" * This rock belongs to the primary stratified 
series, and is found at M'lvor, Cheswick's Creek, and 
near Melbourne. 

" ' In England and in America this shale is quar- 
ried for the purpose of procuring alum. By the de- 
composition of iron pyrites, in connexion with a 
slate of shale, a new set of chemical products results 
— sulphate of iron, that is, sulphuric acid, and 
oxyde of iron. The sulphuric acid unites with the 
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day of the slate rock, and produces sulphate of 
alumina. 

" ' I believe gold is occasionally found in this rock 
in minute grains, but I have not examined these 
specimens for the purpose of discovering that metal 
Perhaps some part of the bed at Maryborough may 
be suitable for the manufacture of alum, and in that 
case it would lead to the development of an impor- 
tant branch of industry when labour is cheap. 

" * It is a profitable manufacture at Whitby, in 
the north of England ; but there the alum slate be- 
longs to the Carboniferous group. 

'* ' I have the honour to be. Sir, 

" ' Your most obedient servant, 

" ^ R Brough Smtthe. 

" ' To W. JK Wrtffhty Usq., 
*' * Seerefmry of the Gold Department ^ Melbourne,^ *^ 

And whilst thus we recount the progress and for- 
tunate advancement of the Gold Fields, it is also 
most pleasing to see, from the returns of the agricul- 
tural and pastoral districts, that they also are mak- 
ing a like progress, and, from the bountiful harvest 
of the last year, it is to be hoped that the necessaries 
of life will be at reasonable prices, and still fully 
remunerative to the farmer and grazier. 

As we before stated, hundreds have taken advan- 
tage of the facilities now open to them, of purchasing 
land, and in every district new farms have risen, as 

Y 
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if by magic, providing for the wants of the fast in- 
creasing population of the country. Education has 
dispelled the mystery by which ignorance and neglect 
had hitherto, in a great measure, cramped the exer- 
tions of the agriculturist ; farming is now a profession 
and calling that is really studied, and everything 
that art and science can do to increase the know- 
ledge of this most pleasing as well as natural occu- 
pation seems now to occupy the serious attention 
of the Government. We see, also, that in the for- 
mation of the many towns which yearly arise amidst 
the hitherto unfrequented solitudes of Victoria, that 
a certain degree of elegance and art is attended to, 
not only in the minor matter of the laying out of 
streets, but in the formation of public buildings, and 
construction of bridges, ways, and wharfs, and in 
the primary choice of locality. 

In Melbourne and Geelong no expense is spared 
by their wealthy communities, by votes of large 
sums, towards beaiutifying those two very fine cities. 
As one example from a hundred, we may mention, 
that within one year a fine building, equal perhaps 
to any in Europe, has reared its rich porticoed dome 
amid the princely streets of West-end Melbourne. 

In the erection of the Council Chambers of the 
Victoria Parliament more than 1000 artificers have 
been engaged; and to complete them in a style becom- 
ing to Victoria, every nation of Europe has been ran- 
sacked, by offers of the most liberal terms, for designs 
the most elegant, and contractors the most skilled 
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and energetic, suitable to the purpose and magnitude 
of the undertaking. 

The prospects of the interior of the colony are also 
bright, as recent accounts bear out all our former 
remarks thereon, and prove that the principle of ad- 
vancement is equally active amongst the settlers and 
late purchasers of the rich lands to be found in 
every district, which are daily becoming attainable, 
and made eligible for settling on, by being pro- 
perly and particularly described, surveyed, and put 
up for sale by an active and energetic system in the 
surveying department* 

We cannot conclude without a few remarks, and 
a strong appeal to the sympathies of the mother 
country, to incite them to forward an undertaking 
which they, as a nation, have ever been most for- 
ward in, viz,, that of discovery; and if, indeed, the 
importance of such a matter in a political point of 
view, and which we shall endeavour to explain, was 
lost sight of, — ^humanity, which has never fallen on 
negligent or deaf ears amid the British public, now 
loudly calls that this expedition should be imme- 
diately undertaken — humanity for Leichardt and 
his followers ; for, until we have proof to the con- 
trary, who can say but that this indefatigable but 
unfortunate explorer, with those brave and hardy 
men who accompanied him, may still live amongst 
the natives of those wild regions which he, with 
indomitable courage, so oft attempted to explore, 
deprived, alas ! of the means of returning to his 
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friends ; — ^he may still be there, pining amidst savages 
from day to day, and from year to year, for succour 
from an ungrateful country. From such an expedi- 
tion we should learn whether Leichardt crossed the 
Albert, the sources of which he was most desirous 
to explore. 

How much is it to be deplored that the vast 
sums of money devoted to the discovery of the 
north-western passage has not been expended on 
the interior of the continent of Australia, surely of 
more importance to science, and of greater advan- 
tage to mankind! Sad, indeed, it appears to us, 
that those noble and gallant men whose bones are 
now scattered in the icy regions of the Northern 
Pole, whose energy and courage met with such an 
untimely end, were not directed to the shores of this 
continent, where, by their researches and scientific 
labours, they might have laid the foundation stones 
for the greatness of ftiture nations ! 

Considering the great interest which the British 
possess in Australia, it is a subject of no less asto- 
nishment than regret, that so large a portion of the 
continent should remain to this day a terra inc<:^- 
nita. The highest authorities in Australian geo* 
graphy have frequently pointed to the promising 
rivers which enter the Gulf of Carpentaria, as the 
certain means of internal communication ; and if 
New South Wales, Victoria, and South Australia, 
would combine together, with the co-operation and 
vast resources at the command of the mother coun- 
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try, there is but little doubt that such an expedi- 
tion would lay open the continent across the tro- 
pical interior, and a short, practicable way to the 
north-eastern region. Then would squatters be 
found — those brave pioneers of the wilderness, the 
harbingers of civilization — ^to avail themselves of the 
rich and fertile lands around the Gulf of Carpenta- 
ria, from whose ports they might commence a trade 
to India and Europe, curtailing distance materially, 
and escaping the dangerous reefs and the Torres 
Straits, opening thus a profitable trade, and estab- 
lishing a cordon bringing into closer proximity the 
now so far distant nations of the south, and con- 
necting British power in one grand chain around 
the globe. 

As we stated in a former part of this work, we have 
detained its publication in order to lay before our 
readers the latest accounts from Victoria. Such we 
have now compiled from the journals up to the 4th of 
July, 1856. We find that a Grold Search Committee 
has been established, spoken of by the "Register :" — 

" A fuU meeting of the members of the Gold Search 
Committee was held on Saturday last, in the Arbi- 
tration-rooms of the Exchange, KingWilliam-street, 
to confer with the Commissioners appointed by liie 
Government and the Committee as to the necessary 
steps to be taken to carry out the objects of the 
Committee. Mr. J. B. Neales, M. L. C, occupied the 
Chair. Several persons having pointed out the Stan- 
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ley, the Mount Remarkable, and the Gawler Ranges, 
as localities containing the formation likely to lead 
to the discovery of available Gold Fields, it was 
resolved that the Commissioners should meet and 
decide upon a plan for preliminary operations, to be 
submitted to a general meeting of the Committee, A 
very confident belief was expressed in the existence 
of a remunerative Gold Field at the place recently 
indicated by common report, namely, from the head 
of Tanunda Creek to the Murray Scrub, by way of 
Flaxman Valley and the North Rhine, We hope 
that persons having leisure will endeavour to anti- 
cipate the action of the Committee, and lay claim, 
as soon as possible, to the reward." 

We find also that trade on the " Murray" is thus 
alluded to in the same paper, of the 7 th of June : — 

" The sooner the Murray railway is completed, the 
better it will be for the interests of this colony : but 
so far as the trade with the Gold Fields is concerned, 
there is every inducement for anticipating the loco- 
motive engine, and for carrying on the traffic forth- 
with by water. There are now no fewer than four 
companies running steamers on the Murray, the re- 
sult of the competition being a reduction of freight, 
and, consequently, increased inducements to mer- 
chants who may feel inclined to ship stores for the 
diggings. The season, now increasingly unfavour- 
able to land carriage, facilitates the navigation of the 
Murray. On Saturday last, the River Murray Navi- 
gation Company's steamer Gundagai left the Goolwa 
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for Maiden's Punt and Albury, with 2723 bags of 
flour, besides a large quantity of miscellaneous pro- 
duce and imports. This is beginning in good ear- 
nest, and we do not see why merchants and impor- 
ters cannot at once avail themselves of the markets 
open at the diggings. The heavy state of the roads 
between Melbourne and the Gold Fields is already 
enhancing the cost of carriage, which a fortnight 
ago was £18 per ton to Castlemaine only, with 
an expectation of further advance. Carriage to 
Bendigo may therefore be set down at £25 per ton 
for the present time, to which £3 per ton must be 
added as the cost of freight from Port Adelaide 
to Melbourne. I:^ therefore, the market price of 
flour in Adelaide is £22, its market price at Bendigo, 
via Melbourne, cannot be less than from £47 to 
£50 ; leaving a margin for expenses and profit of 
not less than £25 per ton to the Adelaide shipper. 
The charge for freight from Adelaide to Maiden's 
Punt, on the Murray, is £8 per ton ; and the charge 
for the subsequent overland conveyance to Bendigo, 
£5 per ton. It is, therefore, quite certain that dur- 
ing the navigable season on the Murray, it is in our 
power, so long as there is no Melbourne and Ben- 
digo Railway, wholly to supply the Bendigo Gold 
Fields, if we have but enterprise equal to our oppor- 
tunities. The railway through our own country to 
the Murray will, of course, still ftirther facilitate our 
movements ; and no effort should be spared to carry 
out so important a work with the utmost speed ; 
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but in the meantime the Murray is open to us, and 
the Black Forest is impassable to the Melbourne 
carriers. Bendigo, therefore, invites our trade, and 
is even contemplating the formation of a tramway 
between Maiden's Punt and the diggings to meet us." 

From the " Herald" of the 4th of July, we take the 
following account of the Victoria Grold Circular : — 

" The price during the week has been steady at 
76^. per oz. for Castlemaine and Bendigo gold ; 
77^. 6d. for Ballarat, and 735. 9d. per oz. standard. 
A considerable quantity of amalgamated gold has 
been melted and assayed by us, principally, however, 
of low quality. A parcel of Steiglitz gold has not 
turned out quite as well as some former assays made 
by us, but this may be accounted for by the quan- 
tity of other metals allowed to remain with the 
gold. Our friends on that field would find a very 
drflferent result if more care were taken in the clean- 
ing ; at the same time saving all the waste stufl^, so 
as to obtain by amalgamation any particles of gold 
that may be carried off in the process. 

" A new reef has been opened at the Caledonia 
diggings, which promises well ; but there is a very 
great drawback to the working of the reefe on that 
field, as the stuff at present has to be carted to town 
to be crushed, the expense of which is thereby in^ 
creased to £8 per ton. Some of the Anderson's 
Creek quartz has lately jdelded nearly 20 ozs. to the 
ton, samples of which we have inspected. The al- 
luvial diggings on these fields are not prosperous. 
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" The escorts this week have provided us with a 
smaller quantity than usual ; the decrease seems to 
be general, except in the case of Maiyborough, which 
shows a considerable increase. 

« RECEIPTS PER ESCORT. 

Name of Gold Field. ^^r^!l5l' 

ozs. dwts. 

Castlemaine, 3,556 

Sandhurst, 7,848 

Ballaarat, 11,393 

Avoca, 862 10 

Cheswick Creek, 1,613 5 

Amherst, 1,005 

Maryborough, 2,832 

Total, 29,109 15 

*'GOLD EXPORTED DURING WEEK. 



Sardinian, for Liverpool, . . . 


61,725 


16 


Spray of the Ocean, for Singapore, 


. 3,005 


12 


Everdina Elizabeth, for Calcutta, 


2,019 


17 


Jamestown, for Bombay, . . . 


1,865 


2 


City of Sydney, for Sydney, . . 


. 1,350 





London, for do., . . . . 


48 






70,014 7 
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" GOVERNMENT GOLD ESCORT. 

" The escort from Beech worth arrived at the Gold- 
office yesterday, and brought the following returns, 
viz. : — 



Name of Gold Field. 


QiUDtity. 


Nomber of 
Last Receipts. 


Gold. 


Cash. 


Beechworth, .... 
Buckland Biver, . . 
Yachandandah, « . 


ozn. dwta. 
12,219 
78 


£ 
10,512 


6064 
687 


12,297 


10,512 



We extract also from the same paper the state of 
the markets both as to produce and labour. 

" MELBOURNE COLONIAL PRODUCE MARKET. 

" We have no change to report in our vegetable 
market. On the healthy tone which this branch is 
assuming, we can only confirm our previous reports. 

" We have seen some remarkably fine vegetables 
this week, especially celery and parsnips, many of 
the latter measuring three feet in length. Those 
who may feel interested in the produce of Victoria 
may have their curiosity gratified by favouring us 
with a visit, when the roots referred to may be in- 
spected. They are grown by Mr. Whatmough of 
the Plenty. 
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" One gardener this morning brought preserving 
melons to market, which realized three shillings, out 
of which the Corporation exacted one shilling, being 
exactly one-third the gross produce. The justice or 
wisdom of such extortionate and exorbitant charges 
in the form of market dues, the public may judge 
for itself. 

" The following prices ruled this morning : — 
Apples, Sd. to Is. per lb. ; beans, French, Sd. per do. ; 
beet, 28. to 2^. 6d. per dozen ; bouquets, 6^. to 9s. per 
dozen ; cauliflowers, 6^. to 8^. per dozen ; cabbages, 
2^. to 4^. per dozen ; red cabbages, 3^. to 4^. 6d. per 
dozen ; celery, 5^. to 9^. per dozen ; carrots, 1^. to 
Is. Qd. per dozen bunches ; Scotch kail, 1^. 6d. per 
dozen ; leeks, Is. to Is. 6d. per dozen bunches ; let- 
tuce. Is. per bunch ; marjoram, 1^. per bunch ; 
mint, 1^. per bunch ; onions, green, 1^. pef dozen 
bunches ; onions, dry, 10^. to 12^. per cwt. ; pota- 
toes, 6s. to 7^. per cwt. ; parsley, 1^. per dozen 
bunches ; parsnips. Is. Qd. to 2^. per do. ; pumpkins, 
18^. per dozen ; sage, 1^. 6d. per dozen bunches ; 
thyme. Is. per do. ; turnips, 1^. to 1^. Sd. per do. ; 
Swede turnips, 1^. per do. ; tomatoes, 3d. per lb. 

" Butter, 2s. 9d. per lb. ; cream cheese, 25. per lb. ; 
ducks, 105. to 12s. per couple ; eggs, 4^. 6d. per 
dozen ; geese, 24^. per couple ; hens, 8^. to 10^. per 
couple ; pullets, 65. to Ss. per couple ; turkeys, 265. 
to SOs. per couple ; rabbits, 45. 6d. to I85. per 
couple.*' 
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"MELBOURNE HAT MARKET. 

*'UhofJuly, 1856. 
" This week 468 loads came to market (coDsigned 
to me 360), We have experienced great difficulty 
in effecting sales, and our prices have a decided ten- 
dency downward. 

"Best hay, £7 lOs. to £8 IO5. 

" Second class and stained, £3 IO5. to £6 10s. 

" James Fenton, Salesman. 

"N.B. — Next Tuesday and Wednesday being 
public holidays, our market will be positively closed : 
on Tuesday we commemorate our deliverance from 
our Sydney taskmasters ; and on Wednesday we re- 
joice at the close of scenes of blood, privation, and 
mismagement, which we hope will never again be 
heard of. Lovers of liberty and peace, I am sure, 
will join with us." 



" An increase upon the excessive arrivals of last 
week has had a tendency to further depress sales, and 
prices for any class but really fine can only be quoted 
at nominal figures. 

" Tuesday and Wednesday next being public ho- 
lidays, no business will be transacted in the market, 
which may afford a seasonable, although transient, 
relief. 
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" Best hay, £7 10^. to £8 10^* 
" Second do., £6 to £7. 
" Stained, £4 to £5. 

" Number of loads for the week, 468 ; do., preced- 
ing do., 425. 

" John Butler." 



" PRICES OF flour, ETC., AT TOWN MILLS. 

" m of July, 1856. 

" W. Degraves and Co. — Fine flour, £22 per 
ton ; seconds, Chilian, £20 do. ; GaUego and Haxall, 
£25 ; bran. Is. %d. per bushel ; wheat bought at 85. 
to 85. 6 J. per bushel. 

" Dight's Mills. — Fine flour, £22 per ton ; se- 
conds, £20 per do. ; HaxaU, £29 per do. ; bran, 
Is. 8d. per bushel ; wheat bought at Ss. to Ss. 3d. 

" Fulton and Smith's Mills. — ^Fine flour, £22 
per ton ; seconds, £20 per do ; bran. Is. dd. per 
bushel ; wheat bought at 7s. 6d. to Ss. 

"Carlton Steam Mills. — ^Fine flour, £21 per 
ton ; seconds, £19 per do. ; bran. Is. Sd. per bushel ; 
wheat bought at 7s. Sd. to 7^. 9d. per bushel." 



" MELBOURNE LABOUR MARKET. 

" There is no material alteration in the price of 
labour the last week, but wages generally have a 
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decidedly downward tendency, owing to farm ope- 
rations having almost ceased for the present, and 
labour of every description is abundant, and more 
than equal to the demand. Mechanics are plentifiil 
at easy rates ; females are not so much in demand, 
owing to the late arrivals ; wages on the decrease, 
with less inquiries as to every duty they may be 
called upon to perform. 

"WITH BATI0K8. 

Married Couples, without families, £70 to £80 per annum. 

Ditto, with families, £60 to £70 per annum. 

Gardeners, £65 per annum. 
Grooms, £52 to £60 per annum. 
Stockkeepers, £55 to £60 per annum. 
Shepherds, £33 to £40 per annum. 
Hutkeepers, £25 to £30 per annum. 
Ploughmen^ 25«. per week. 

Ploughmen to plough with bullocks, 25«. per week. 
Farm Labourers, 20s. to 22«. 6d. per week* 
Shearers, 16«. to 20«. per hundred. 
Sheep- washers, 25«, per week. 
Mowers, Ss, to lOs. per acre. 
Reapers, 20«. per acra 
Threshers, 9d, to lOd, per bushel 
Bullock-drivers for roads, 30«. per week. 

Do. for farms, 25«. per week. 

Horse-team drivers for roads, 25«. to 30«. per week. 
Hay-cutters and trussers, 35«. per week, or 7«. per ton. 
Male Cooks, 20«. to 45«. per week. 
"Waiters, 20«. to 30«. per weeL 
Blacksmiths, 50«. to 60«. per weeL 
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WITHOQT RATIONS. 



Blacksmiths, £4 to £4 10«. per week. 

Carpenters, 12«. to 15«. per day. 

Masons, 14«. to 158. per day. 

Bricklayers, 14«. to 16«. per day. 

Plasterers, 14«. to 158, per day. 

Qnarrymen, 10«. to 14«. per day. 

Labourers, 108. per day. 

Able pick and shovel men for roads, 10«. to 10«. 6(f. per day, 

tent accommodation. 
Stonebreakers, 68, 6d. to 7«. 6(f. per yard. 
Compositors, U, Ad. per thousand* 
Flressmen, £4 to £5 per week. 

<' FEMALE DOMESTICS. 

Thorough-servants, £30 per year. 

Housemaids, £25 to £30 per year. 

Laundresses, £35 per year. 

Cooks, £35 to £40 per year. 

Nursemaids, £18 to £30 per year. 

Needlewomen, £30 per year. 

" James Waeman, 

*' Victoria Labour Market, 

*' 22, Little CoUins-street, West. 
'* UtMy, 1856.** 



We also insert an account of a new institute 
formed in Melbourne : — 

" VICTORIAN GYMNASTIC INSTITUTE. 

" The opening of the Victorian Gymnastic Insti- 
tute, which has so suddenly risen into being, took 
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place oVi Tuesday, in the presence of a large number 
of members of the medical profession and other gen- 
tlemen. The institution has been established for 
the purpose of teaching a system of physical educa- 
tion, based upon scientific principles, and taught by 
competent professors. Such institutions are requi- 
site in all civilized communities, and particularly 
so in such a city as Melbourne, which has few or no 
public schools where the science of gjonnastic forms 
a part of the course of instruction. The school will 
also be specially useful as a drilling place for the 
different volunteer corps, the military ardour of 
some of the membera of which is not always coun- 
terbalanced by the necessary physical qualifications. 
Fencing, likewise, will form one of the branches of 
instruction. 

" The Victorian Gymnastic Institute is well fitted 
up with climbing poles and ropes, cross poles, a 
vaulting horse, Indian clubs, &c. ; and the gentle- 
men who are to conduct it seem admirably adapted 
for the situation, one of them, Mr. Johnson, having 
had twenty-five years' experience in the teaching of 
gymnastics. The terms of subscription are mode- 
rate, as it is expected that the institution will be 
extensively patronized both by adults and schools, 
for the accommodation of which latter, both as 
to times and terms, special arrangements will be 
made. 

" As this is the first school of the kind which has 
been established in Melbourne, it may be as well to 
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impress upon persons who intend becoming sub- 
scribers, the importance in physical, even more than 
in mental education, of regularity in the exercises, 
and of abiding strictly by the advice of the conduc- 
tor of the institution. Irregular and fatiguing 
exercises injure instead of strengthening the consti- 
tution. 

" For the visitors champagne luncheon was pro- 
vided yesterday by Mr. Kelly, of the Argus Hotel, 
which seemed to have a kind of sympathetic effect 
in rousing the physical energies of the visitors, many 
of whom, after partaking of it, put themselves into 
all kinds of extraordinary positions, and performed 
feats of strength and tumbling which a couple of 
hours before they would have regarded as impossi- 
ble. Amongst the visitors was Mr. R. H. Home, who, 
though by no means a young man, went through 
some astonishing evolutions, which were loudly ap. 
plauded by the spectators. 

" In conclusion, we wish every success to the new 
institution, as we believe it calculated to effect a 
great deal of good ; and we trust the object of the 
promoters will be ftiUy appreciated by the public, 
and especially by parents and schoolmasters.*' 



We close our work with an extract from the 
"Times,'' April 17, 1856, relative to the postal 
arrangements, which, according to the most ap- 
proved plan, are now being carried out. 

2 a 
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*' STEAM POSTAL COMMUNICATION WITH AUSTRALIA. 

" Now that we have done with the Russian war, 
we may begin to turn our attention to a few domes-i 
tic matters which require immediate arrangement. 
When the exigencies of the war were at the highest, 
it was natural enough that secondary subjects, such 
as postal communication between the mother coun- 
try and its various colonies, should be dismissed 
from consideration until a fitter opportunity. The 
one problem which required instant solution was the 
transport of troops, provisions, and materiel from the 
English ports to Balaklava. Every steamer upon 
which the Government could lay its hands was 
pressed into the service. There was no time for in- 
quiring too nicely into details. The first point was 
to secure the ships; the second, to inquire what 
inconvenience might be inflicted upon commerce, 
what arrangements might be dislocated by the ab- 
straction of packets from their ordinary functions. 
We would premise by sayrug that our object just 
now is prospective, not retrospective. We do not 
ask whether the transport service might not have 
been equally well efiected without rupture of our 
communication with Australia ; but, now that the 
war is at an end, and communication is about to be 
restored, which is the preferable route? In the 
interval which elapsed between the failure of the 
experiment by the Cape of Good Hope and the 
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month of November, 1854, there was established a 
communication between London and Melbourne vid 
Suez in 64 days, or thereabouts ; but in the month 
named that communication was suppressed in con- 
sequence of the exigencies of the war. The Austra- 
lian postal line was suppressed, but the China line 
was maintained intact, although the importance of 
our communication with China is far inferior, in a 
commercial point of view, to that with Australia. 
This, however, belongs to the past. Suffice it to 
say, that for the last eighteen months the transit of 
letters firom London to Melbourne has been effected 
upon an average 'in 85 days, and from MeU 
bourne to London in 95 days. This being so, 
and now that the service is to be reorganized, we 
may well inquire in which way the object will be 
best carried into effect. From Dover to Melbourne 
four routes divide the suffrages of persons interested 
in the solution of the question. They are as fol- 
lows, with distances and duration of passage sub- 
joined : — 



The late mail route vid the Cape, . 

„ vid Singapore . 

The route vid Diego Garcia . . . 

„ vid Panama 12,686 

" The route by way of Diego Gracia has been 
warmly advocated by the General Association for 
the Australian Colonies. If the above figures and 





Duration of 




Passage. 


Miles. 


D. H. 


13,367 . 


. 80 


11,521 . 


. 64 


10,348 . 


. 44 


12,686 . 


. 56 21 
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calculations are correct, and if there be no disturb^ 
ing forces depending upon the meteorological con- 
dition of the southern hemisphere, upon tides, cur- 
rents, &c., there can be no question that the members 
of the Association are entirely justified in their view. 
The object of our remarks to-day is to bring before 
the notice of our readers a slight divergence from 
the Diego Garcia route which has been proposed by 
various persons, who agree with the proposition of 
the Association in the main, but who are of opinion 
that the object in view wiU be better attained by 
making the Mauritius the house of caU m the Indian 
Ocean. We do not embrace either view in the 
spirit of partisans. The subject is one which de- 
pends entirely upon technical considerations, and 
therefore requires discussion. The weight of the 
argument rests upon those who recommend the sub- 
stitution of the Mauritius for Diego Garcia. The 
latter island, which is one of the Chagos group, lies 
directly in the way from Aden to King George's 
Sound. The following figures, however, may give 
a more correct notion of the point at issue, as far 
as mere figures can do so. The comparative dis- 
tances are as follow — ^taking Aden as the starting- 
post, for so far as there is no dispute : — 

Aden to Diego Gtercia, 2074 miles. 

Aden to the Mauritius, . . . . 2314 „ 

The diflference in favour of Diego Garcia is, there- 
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fore, 240 miles, or about one day's run of a steamer. 
To proceed — 

Distance from Diego Garcia to "King George* s Sound, 3113 miles. 
Distance from the Mauritius to King George's Sound, 3300 „ 

Distance in favour of Diego Garcia, 187 miles, or 
about eighteen hours' run of a steamer. We should, 
in all probability, be not far wrong if we were to 
say that, as a mere question of figures, and in the 
absence of disturbing forces, the calculation would 
be in favour of Diego Garcia by about forty-eight 
hours, or two days. 

" The arguments by which the partisans of the 
Mauritius route support their position are briefly as 
follows : — ^Diego Garcia, they say, is a low, flat island, 
scarcely elevated above the level of the sea — a mere 
point on the coral reefs of the Chagos Archipelago. 
The consequence would be, that it could only be 
approached in daylight, and in that section of the 
earth's surface there is no twilight. A steamer, 
then, which did not reach within fifteen miles of the 
island while daylight served, would have to lie-to 
during the night, and hence frequent delay. There 
IB also another reef in the direct track between 
Aden and Diego Garcia, against which a steamer 
might readily run and go to pieces. To avoid this 
would necessitate much care, and cause more delay. 
Between Aden and the Mauritius, on the contrary, 
there is clear water, broken only by the high out 
standing group of the Seychelles, against which a 
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captain could scarcely knock his ship under any 
conceivable circumstances. The Mauritius, too, 
stands high out of the sea, and is easily to be made 
out at any hour. At Diego Garcia there is no light- 
house — at the Mauritius there are lighthouses in 
plenty. At Diego Garcia, it is said by the partisans 
of the Mauritius route, the water is of most dubious* 
quality, and certainly there are no culinary vege- 
tables grown. At the Mauritius coals are brought 
alongside of a steamer immediately upon her arrival, 
in great abundance, and hence one great cause of 
delay is avoided. Every facility for the repair of 
shipping and machinery is there also to be found ; 
whereas, if a steamer were disabled at Diego Garcia, 
or upon the Diego Garcia line, she would be com- 
pelled to bear up under canvass for the Mauritius. 
At this island, too, in case of accident to the ma- 
chinery of a steamer, a sailing vessel may always 
be chartered for Melbourne, to which port she 
would convey passengers in an average passage of 
35 days. At Diego Garcia, in case of accident, 
there would be no remedy for the passengers but to 
await the arrival of the next steamer from Aden. 
There are regular harbour attendants at the Mauri- 
tius — ^magistrates, police, labourers, &c. ; at Diego 
Garcia all this organization has to be created — esta- 
blishments must be formed, and labour imported. 
We now come to that which, in our opinion, and 
according to the present state of information, is the 
turning-point of the question. As far as we have 
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hitherto set out the objections of the Mauritius men, 
it is pretty clear that they might be readily enough 
overcome by the formation of suitable lighthouses, 
depots, and establishments upon Diego Garcia, to- 
gether with the organization of an auxiliary steam 
branch to the Mauritius. The real keystone of the 
whole argument is, the peculiar atmospheric condi- 
tion of these southern seas, and that of the tides and 
currents. If it be really true, as asserted, that the 
run vid Diego Garcia would involve a steamer in a 
constant series of hurricanes, circular storms, head 
winds, and adverse currents, cadit qucestio — there is 
an end of all dispute. This is the point which really 
requires the attention of the Ministers whose duty 
it is to settle this important question. They must 
necessarily have under their hand a sufficient num- 
ber of scientific persons, of naval officers, of mas- 
ters of merchant ships, who are familiar with the 
phenomena of the Indian Ocean, and by their 
testimony they should be guided. There can be 
no doubt that prima facie the shortest route is 
the best. The burthen of proof rests with those 
who propose a divergence from it. We entreat all 
right hon. and hon. gentlemen to whose considera- 
tion this question may be submitted, not to lay too 
much stress upon the cost of fresh establishments, 
branch lines, &c. The organization of the shortest 
possible communication with Australia is just now, 
or should be, a leading feature of imperial policy." 
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"IITHILST we were urging our book through the press, the mail 
' ' of the 25th of July brought us still later intelligence, and 
amongst the pile of papers that came to hand we were pleased to 
find a report of a work on Port Philip, in two letters, in the 
*' Weekly Herald,'* dated the 1 7th of July. These we lay before 
our readers as they appear ; — 

MR. BONWICK's book ON PORT PHILIP. 

Comments and EemarhB on ^^The BtBcavery and Settlement of Fort 
Philip y^ compiled hy Mr, Bonwick ; and Befutations of many 
of the Errors that have crept into that work, hy reason of mis-in- 
formation given to that writer hy some one or more incompetent 
relators of events. 

ExTRA.CT from Bonwick's Port Philip, p. 82 : — *' But What has 
been done for Batman, the originator and leader of the move- 
ment ?" Again, same page : — " As it is undeniable that to John 
Batman's enterprise we owe the settlement of this wonderful 
colony, is it grateful, is it just, to disregard the memory of his 
services, and leave his very grave unnoticed ?" — ^and closes by . 
adding — " Justice to Batman." 

If Batman did talk, and, with the aid of Mr. J. H. Wedge and 
Mr. J. T. Gellibrand, did write, about coming to Port PhUip, I 
have a prior claim ; for I was a resident and a cultivator on this 
harbour's banks in 1803 : and I did settle down, and had already 
in cultivation a garden and orchard, and five acres of wheat grow- 
ing, before Mr. Batman saw the Yarra, as Mr. Wedge in part 

2b 
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acknowledges, p. 62 of Bonwick's work, in these words : — " It 
was with no little surprise, on arriving at the place Melbourne 
now stands on, that I observed in the basin, just below where 
the Prince of Wales' Bridge spans the Yarra-yarra with its noble 
arch, a vessel quietly and securely, moored. It turned out to be 
a vessel (I believe the Enterprise), belonging to Mr. Fawkner, 
which he had sent thither in charge of Mr. Lancey, to form an 
establishment, on the strength of Mr. Batman's favourable report 
of the country." This much for Mr. J. H. Wedge, who knew 
the latter part of his statement to be untrue, for he knew that 
Fawkner and party intended to come over, that Batman had re- 
vised all of them passages, and that the Enterprise was bought, 
to bring over Fawkner and party as soon as possible, on that 
vessel's return from Sydney. Now, let us see, what did Bat- 
man, and what claim has he upon this community for posthumous 
reward? Allowing him, for argument's sake, to be the first by a 
few days that actually landed in Port Philip, what did he do, or 
attempt to do ? He attempted to found a large squatocratic es- 
tablishment, and he asserted what can be proved to be totally un- 
true, viz., that he bought two plots of land, — one from Hobson's 
Bay, up the Yarra-yarra seven miles, then forty miles N.E., 
thence west forty miles, and from thence S.S.W. across Mount 
Vilamamator to Gfeelong Harbour, some 500,000 acres; and then 
another little plot — only that peninsula (Indented Head) — about 
100,000 acres: falsely asserting that ''his Sydney blacks" (his 
own words) " fully and properly interpreted and explained to the 
said chiefe," the written deed. This is most outrageous, — ^the 
Sydney blacks could not read print, except Bullet, who had been„ 
some time at school, and could make out with difficulty words 
of one syllable ; and in defiance of its being a well established 
feet, after we arrived here, that the aborigines of Sydney and 
Melbourne did not understand each other's language. Then the 
deed recites that the two lots were bought from the same blacks. 
It is weU known that the blacks about Melbourne had no rights 
over the tribes about Geelong. Nor were there any chiefs pos- 
sessing the rights that the deeds describe ; and further. Batman's 
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Journal^ as well as my information, estabUahes the fact that Bat- 
man was only ashore one night at the tract of land he says he 
met with the blacks upon, and then and there signed the so-called 
** deeds/' and that they are both dated the 6th June, 1835. The 
words of the deeds convey a complete refotation of their validity. 
Batman only one night ashore ! Yet the deeds say, after de- 
scribing the tract as being '' at the top of the port" (pray which 
is the bottom ?) — ^the lines run thus : — ** About seven miles from 
the mouth of the river, forty miles north-east, and from thence 
west forty miles across Tramoo (query — ^is this not ** Iramoo'' ?} 
downs or plains, and from thence south-south-west across Mount 
Yilamamator to Geelong harbour, at the head of the same." Now 
here are, first, seven, next forty, again forty; the last line is not 
stated, but, take it at twenty miles, here were, according to my 
reckoning, 107miles to travel over; and thirtymore fromOeelong to 
where the vessel lay at Q^llibrand's Pointy in all 137 miles. Then 
it is stated that before the deeds were executed, they, the blacks 
(in presence of the whites, no doubt) ** delineated and marked 
out by us, according to the custom of our tribes, by certain marks 
made upon the trees growing along the boundaries of the said 
tract of land." I reserve the Geelong plot of land for Airther 
comment. I deny that Batman and party went round the land 
at all. He was unable, from the disease under which he then 
laboured, and which finally carried him off. What are the people 
to do to give "justice to Batman" for attempting? Under the 
plea of buying the lands from the blacks, he. Batman, meant 
to shut out all persons (page 48, Batman's Journal), in these 
words ; — " And I gave Gunu written authority to put off any 
person that may trespass on the land I have purchased from the 
natives." If Fawkner and others would have allowed Batman 
to rule, the colony would not have been settled — only squatter- 
seized. Fawkner invited all British subjects, and assisted many 
to settle. Batman only wanted land for himself, and Governor 
Arthur, and for the medley fourteen. In conclusion, what did 
Batman towards colonizing Port Philip ? He came over here in 
May, 1835, at the cost of a copartnery, to find runs for Colonel 
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Axikar, Captain Montaguei and certain other Bquattem. He 
eyidentlj attempted to secnie these lands for squatting stations. 
Witness the words, in the famous— or infiunons — so-called deeds^ 
viz. : " To feed sheep and cattle upon." Then Mr. Batman leaves 
on Indented Head the Company's two or three men, and orders 
them '^ to warn off all persons from ' his lands/ '' including the 
whole western side of Fort Philip Bay. One of his (Batman's) 
partners followed the Enterprise up to Melbourne, from Indented 
Head, and ordered off Captain Lancey and Fawkner's party, claim- 
ing this land as priyate property* Does this look like fostering 
or founding a new colony ? 

What did Mr. J. Batman towards founding a colony at Port 
Philip? See page 46 of Bonwick's, 27th line : — " I joined this 
tribe about 12 o'clock, and stayed with them till 12 o'clock next 
day, during which time I frdly explained to them that the object 
of my visit was to purchase from them a tract of their country ; 
that I iutended to settle amongst them with my wife and seven 
daughters ; and that I intended to bring to their country sheep 
and cattle. Here the object of the pretended foimder is very 
clearly depicted by his own pen. And I may add, that if Mr. 
Batman did really, as Mr. Bonwick asserts (page 48), find a river 
from the east, it could not have been the Yarra, for he could not 
have gone, in his own words, " six miles up ; found the river all 
good water, and very deep. This will be the place for a village." 
Batman could not fix)m the junction — ^where (p. 47) it is stated 
he was on the eve of the 7th — ^have gone six miles up the Yaira, 
for the falls would have stopped his boat, and could not have 
escaped his notice (this has been subsequently added to his Jour- 
nal). Or what is to be said of his foundership of the colony, when 
he left the banks of the Yarra, and fixed on that badly watered 
spot on Indented Head, where he lefb, June 9th, Gunu and 
others " to commence a garden, hut, or house," &c. ? (Seep. 48, 
line 12 from top of page.) 

Was this the sane act of any person about to found a colony, 
or was it not the act of a squatter wishing to seize the snug pen- 
insula of Indented Head for his own flocks and herds ? ^d on 
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the same page, Hne 18, are these words: — ''And gave GKinu 
written authority to put off any persons that may trespass on 
the land I have purchased from the natives." Headers, call you 
this the act of a man intending or anxious to found a colony ? 

''Justice to Batman !" Would his Mends really like to see 
Batman's acts and his closing career fully stated ? If so, it can 
be done. It has been hitherto withheld, but it is ready if called 
for. 

John P. Fawxneb. 

July nth, 1856. 

From the MMimme Weekly HertM. 



BONWICK S PORT PHILIP. 
TO THE EDITOB OF THE HESALI). 

Sib, — Purchasing a copy of your weekly paper on Saturday 
evening, I read a critique of Mr. Fapwkner's upon my " Discovery 
and Settlement of Port Philip." Starting this morning for 
Castlemaine, I have not time to reply. I must, however, thank 
Mr. Fawkner for attending to the hint in my preface where I 
solicit " corrections of misstatements." * 

I rejoice to find that Mr. Fawkner ,so far admits the general 
truthfulness of my book, and admits the many difficulties of de- 
pendence upon oral testimony. Though he will not acknowledge 
the story of spirituous rappings, he confesses to threshing Smith 
out of his wooden house, not sod hut. Though he denies letting 
the place to Smith himself, he allows that this person rented it 
of his lessees. 

Mr. Fawkner would fain know the "ftmny stories" about his 
first public house. But, without waiting for a reply, he adds 
" another misstatement." The stories, though curious and sug- 
gestive, were not necessary to the work. Some reminiscences of 
Melbourne public houses were given as illustrations of our primi- 
tive colonial society. The narrative Mr. Fawkner has given of the 
doings of Mr. Smith and himself, is a striking exemplification of 
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national manners and priyate virtae. As Dr. Cotter, to whom no 
creditable reference Ib made, resides in a neighbouring colony, he 
will snrel J speak for himself. I owe no story of your correspon* 
dent to Mr. Willoughby, 

My simple object, as the humble historian of the colony, has 
been to ascertain the truth, and the whole truth, of the occur- 
rences of bygone times. Happy, therefore, shall I be to receive 
suggestions and facts from any person. While grate^illy acknow* 
ledging the ready assistance I have obtained from old colonists, I 
must confess that I had to go elsewhere for information I sought 
from Mr. Fawkner. To do that gentleman every justice, for I 
honour his public services, I quoted at length his own previously 
published account of the settlement of the colony. I would re- 
spectfully direct your readers' attention to it in my work, now 
on sale at Mr. Eobertson's, as I may have a few remarks to make 
upon it, in defence of my own position. Mr. Fawkner would have 
me say that which I cannot say, — ^that more credit is due to him- 
self than to Mr. Batman for tiie occupation of this country. 

Yours respectftdly, 

Ja& Boifwics. 
Boroondara, Monday morning. 

From the MeJhoume Weekly Herald. 



KEW PLAN FOB. IMMIQBATIOH. 

In another paper we find a long article upon immigration, which 
we copy verbatim, desirous to give every information on this im- 
portant matter. 

We subjoin a sketch of a Prospectus forwarded by a gentleman 
well acquainted with the land and emigration regulatioiis of this 
colony. 

It wiU be recollected by may of our readers i^at, some mimths 
ago, we called attention to this subject In i^is colony we 
have houndless regions, pr^ared by nature for ^e plough. 
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In Europe thei^ are teeming populations prepared to send forth 
exhaustless swargis. An improvement in trade, the excitement 
and waste of war, and the distraction of revolutions, for a time 
divert attention from the ample provisions in this new world for 
the masses, but soon hard necessity recalls their crowded popula- 
tions to these only permanent resources, and compels them to 
pursue the example set by all the families of man since the Babel 
scheme was finally exploded. The suirender of the land to the 
management of the colonial Legislatures has placed the question of 
emigration in their power. They will compete with each other ; 
the wisest arrangements will be rewarded with the greatest suc- 
cess* Population in such a country as this means an overflowing 
land fund — ample revenue — a wide basis for taxation— rrailroads, 
agricultural prosperity: and last, not least, political strength* 
We have land — ^in the United Kingdom and Europe, population — 
how then can they be brought together ? That is an inquiry be- 
fore which the great Candle Question fades into darkness. 

The Prospectus below, good in many points, as far as it goes, 
does not take in all the aspects of the subject, and would per- 
haps, if considered alone, be liable to some objections in practice. 
The great danger would be the abuse of the Eemission Tickets. 
We could not trust an emigration agent, acting alone, and de- 
pendent—even if honest — on the information of persons totally 
untrustworthy. We should be in great danger of a eai^ of 
"reformed convicts," and of the mere paupers of the United 
Kingdom. It might, however, be possible to prevent such abuses 
by an active supervision of the scheme, not only in England, but 
in the colonies Ihemselves. 

Let us look what has been the course of colonization in England. 
A company has be^ chartered — an upset price of land paid — 
agents for the transfer of emigrants employed, and large expenses 
incurred to launch the scheme. The failure of these companies has 
resulted from their total ignorance of colonization, and the sacri- 
fice of capital in worthless improvements. Would it not be more 
rational for the colonies to take the task of colonization into their 
own hands ? If a company can hope to operate in England, re- 
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mote from the scene of action, would it not be much more natural 
to expect success were the head-quarters fixed in the colonies 
themselves ? We believe most of the English schemes have been 
supposed to originate in philanthropy and public spirit. Thus 
there has been an array of great and distinguished names : bishops, 
lords, members of the House of Commons, bankers, and all that 
sort of people, who are supposed to guarantee the purity and 
reasonableness of the undertaking, but who generally know no- 
thing beyond a prospectus. Might not a body of colonial gentle- 
men be found acting on their own responsibility, but with the 
Mendly countenance of Government, to constitute a company, to 
plant agricultural families, and to facilitate the formation of towns 
and cities within this vast territory ? And might it not be pos- 
sible to gain a profit sufficient to justify the investment of capital 
in the undertaking? Never would such an effort proceed under 
fairer auspices. The land is accessible — steamboats would keep 
open a communication with the port — the wants of the emigrants 
would be met without the vast preparation demanded by a new 
country — ^and provisionswould be obtainable in abundance. There 
would be no need in wasting strength on undertakings which have 
often embarrassed the founders of new colonies. Besides these 
material advantages, it would not be difficult to l^imish such reli- 
gious and scholastic instruction from the older settiements as new 
comers might at first demand. 

To operate with any success we should require a tract of country 
suitable for the experiment. It would be necessary for an Eng- 
lish agency to be appointed, and under stringent restrictions ix) 
organize a workable population, disposed on their landing to pro- 
ceed to their destination at once. They would meet with slight 
difficulties compared with those encoimtered by a colony in its 
infancy, and probably two years would be sufficient to relieve a 
colonial society from any care or incumbrance. As capital re- 
turned, the process could be repeated. If successful, it would find 
many copyists, and the country would be covered at a rate of 
progress which by ordinary means can never be realized. — Stfdney 
Homing Herald, 
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WASTB LAND AND IMMIGEATION. 

PKOSPECnrS of a company to be called the SYDNEY LAND AND 
IlOflGBATION COMPANY. 

1 . These can be no doubt that in order to obtain a constant influx 
of population, and particularly of labouring immigrants, a passage 
to tbis colony must be found for them. 

2. There can be no doubt that the waste lands of the colony 
(some 760 millions of acres) should be made to furnish the means 
of paying for the passage of immigrants. 

3. All the laws relative to the waste lands being now abrogated, 
and the disposal of these lands being now entirely in the hands 
of the Colonial Govemment, there can be no difficulty in making 
with the Gbvemment such arrangements as are contemplated by 
the proposed Company. 

4. It is considered that the deportation of labourers and others 
could be much more economically and satis&ctorily managed, and 
carried out to a far greater extent, by private enterprise than by 
the Government. 

5. It is, therefore, proposed to offer to the Government, that 
for so many acres of land per head, as may be agreed on, say 
twenty or twenty-five acres, the intended Company would land 
any number of immigrants, not more than ten or twenty thousand 
per annum, as might be agreed upon. 

6. That, on the part of the Government, no restraint shall be 
exercised in the selection of emigrants either as to age, sex, or 
calling, but that there may be an inspection previous to shipment, 
by an agent of the colony, who in each case shall grant to the 
Company a separate certificate as to the health and character of 
each individual. 

7. That the Company are not to be paid for the emigrants who 
may die on the passage, nor yet for any one who cannot be per- 
sonally presented to the authorities in the colony as having been 
passed by the colonial agents in Great Britain. 

2c 
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8. That the payment for the passages of the emigrants shall be 
in remission tickets receivable by the Colonial Treasurer in the 
purchase of waste lands at auction. 

9. The Company will look for its profits in the difference be- 
tween the actual cost to them of an emigrant's passage, and the 
value of the number of acres received per head ; the Gk)vemment 
guaranteeing not to reduce the minimum upset price of land, 
pending the contract with the Company. The Company will 
either sell remission tickets at a slight discount, or purchase 
lands with a view to sell at a profit, or lease to the emigrants 
they may bring out, or to others. 

10. The Company will not be bound in any way ais to the bar- 
gains they may make with intending emigrants ; all the control 
that the Company would acknowledge would be the Passage Acts 
and other laws upon the subject, and, as before provided, the exa- 
mination as to health and character by the colony's agent. 

11. Under such an arrangement, passengers might be called 
upon by the Company to contribute towards the expense of their 
passage, — ^whilst the whole of the more respectable emigrants — 
intermediate and even cabin passengers — ^would be brought out 
by the Company, because they would be able to deduct £20 or so 
per head from the passage money. 

12. It is considered that if a Company of this sort were 
got up in the colony, and in conjunction with parties at home, 
connected with the shipping interests, that whilst the colony 
might be benefited to an incalculable extent, and the affairs of 
every colonial shareholder improved, a very handsome profit 
might be realized. 

13. Such an arrangement as is here contemplated would be 
recommended to the attention of the Government, by their being 
saved all trouble, expense, and responsibility, except the employ- 
ment of inspecting agents. It may be said that the Government 
should not sanction such an arrangement as would admit of a 
profit being realized by a Company, when, by proper manage- 
ment, that profit could be secured for the public treasury, but 
the privileges of the Company might be granted only on the cal- 
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culation of what every possible outgoing the emigrant cost the 
colony per head; and if it were found that this would not pay a 
Company, it would be useless to try it ; but it could scarcely be 
but that private enterprise, with a sufficient capital, could con- 
duct on extensive deportation at a very low rate, whilst the 
Government would always pay the highest. Moreover, now that 
peace has been proclaimed, £:eight8 will be very low, and it 
might even be profitable for a Company to take a contract as low 
as fifteen acres per head ; for, supposing that passages came down 
as low as £10, the remaining five acres, otherwise £5, after de- 
ducting for discount on the sale of remissions, and other such 
expenses, would leave a very handsome margiu for profit, besides 
what could be got from the emigrants themselves ; but this could 
not be carried to any great extent, because it might check the 
desire to emigrate, and the great profit of the Company will be in 
numbers. 



IMMIGRATION. 

The official return for the month of June, of arrivals and depar- 
tures at this colony, exhibits a more favourable state oif affairs 
than any previous month of the current year. 

The aniyals from the United Kuigdom and foreign 

porta were 3629 

The departures for ditto, 418 

Gain to the colony from British and Foreign 
emigration, 2816 

To this balance in our favour may be added some hve or six 
hundred Chinese, who made their way overland during the 
month, and therefore escape enumeration. 

Our gain from the neighbouring colonies, although much 
checked by the severe weather of the month, continues to be 
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large. The foUoiring Table will show our gain from each 

colony : — 

AniTBls firom. Departant to. 

New South Wales .... 672 611 

Sonth AfutralU . . . • . 637 100 

Tasmania 496 226 

New Zealand 20 81 

1726 868 

Showing a gain to the colony, from the neighbouring proYinces, 
of 857 persons, independent of any excess of arrivals over depar- 
tures that may have taken place overland, with I^ew South Wales 
and South Australia. 



IMMIGRATION BEMITTAKCES. 

The following important notice was issued in the ''Gazette :" — 

His Excellency the Senior Military Officer administering the 
Government, with the advice of the Executive Council, has been 
pleased to direct that firom the Ist day of August next ensuing, 
the Immigration Eemittance Begnlations of the 1st June, 1853, 
and all rules made in pursuance of those regulations, be cancelled; 
and that in Heu thereof the following revised regulations be 
adopted and published for the information of persons desirous of 
securing passages for their relatives and friends from the United 
Kingdom to Yictoria. 

By his Excellency's Command, 

HuoH C. E. Childebs. 

NOTICE TO THE PUBLIC. 

Persons wishing to bring their relatives and Mends from the 
United Kingdom to Yictoria can secure passages for them in ves- 
sels chartered by her Majesty's Government on the following 
conditions: — 
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1. The persons to be brought into the colony must be in good 
health, free from all bodily or mental defects; of good moral cha- 
racter, sober, industrious, and in the habit of working for wages 
at the occupation specified in the application forms. Children 
under the age of fifteen years must be accompanied by some com- 
petent person who will take charge of them during the voyage. 

2. The names, ages, relationship, married or single state, 
occupation and address of the persons for whom passages are re- 
quested, must be fiunished by the applicant according to the 
accompanying form : 



Chmtian Name 
and Surname 
at full length. 


Age. 


Whether 
Married 
or Single. 


Relation, 
ship. 


Trade or 
Calling. 


Address at ftill length 
of the pUce or 
town and street 
where Uvmg in the 
United Kingdom. 


' 










i 



3. The applicant will then be informed of the amount to be 
paid to secure the passages, and upon payment of this sum he 
wiU receive a certificate which he will forward to his friends by 
post, 

4, The amount to be paid wiU depend on the number of 
the persons to be introduced, their age, sex, occupation, and 
other circumstances. It wiU generally be within the following 
limits: — 



Sex. 


Under 

1 
year. 


land 

under 

12. 


12 and 

under 

80. 


80 and 
under 
40. 


40 and 

under 

60. 


50 and 
upwards. 


Male. . . . 
Female . . . 


£ 

lto2 

lto2 


£ 

8to4 

2 to 8 


4to6 
2 to 8 


6to8 
8to4 


£ 
8 to 12 

4 to 6 


£ 
12 to 18 

10 to 18 



Digitized by 



Google 



198 APPENDIX. 

5. Should the persons sent for be unwilling or unable to emi- 
grate, the amount deposited towards their passages will be repaid 
to the applicant in this colony on the receipt of the usual voucher 
to that effect fix>m the Commissioners. But should any false 
statements be made as to the age, occupation, character, or con- 
ditions of the persons to be brought to the colony, passages will 
not be granted, and the money deposited for that purpose will be 
liable to forfeiture. 

6. Application forms and every information will be given, and 
deposits received at the under-mentioned places : — 

Melbourne, by the Immigration Agent. 

Geelong, Portland, Port Fairy, "Waimambool, and Port 

Albert, by the Assistant Immigration Agents. 
Castlemaine, Sandhurst, BaUaarat, Avoca, and Beeohworth, 
by the Sub-Treasurers. 
And at other places by persons to be specially appointed for that 
purpose. 

7. Persons residing at a distance from the above places can 
obtain application forms at the nearest post-office, and, on sending 
them (duly filled up and signed) to the Immigration Agent in 
Melbourne, will receive immediate information. The amount 
required can be sent to the Immigration Agent in Melbourne by 
cheque or order on a bank or mercantile house, or by bank notes 
in a registered letter. Upon receipt of the remittance, the usual 
certificate for the passages of his Mends wiU be forwarded to the 
depositor, and he will transmit it by post to their address in the 
United Kingdom. 

(ClKCITLAK.) 

Immigration Office^ 
Melbourne, August 1, 1856. 

The present regulations have been framed with a view of 
affording additional facilities for the passages from the United 
Kingdom of relatives and friends of persons residing in Victoria, 
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and thereby of mtroducing a useful class of immigrants into the 
colony. 

2. The persons eligible for passages nnder these regulations 
are, agricultural labourers of every kind, domestic servants, rail- 
way labourers, mechanics and artisans, and their wives, children, 
and near relations. They must be in sound health, free from 
bodily or mental defects, of good moral character, and accus- 
tomed to work for wages at the occupation specified by the depo- 
sitor on the application form. 

3. Children under fifteen years of age cannot be accepted un- 
less accompanied by some suitable person, who will take charge 
of them during the voyage. 

4. Should a family contain more than two children under 
seven years of age, an extra rate of four pounds for each child in 
excess must be paid by the applicant before passages can be se- 
cured. The same extra rate must be paid to secure passages for 
single men coming alone. 

6. In ordinary cases the applicant will pay a proportion 
of the cost of the passage according to the subjoined scale, the 
remainder of the cost being defrayed by her Majesty's Govern- 
ment : — 

Class I. — Agricultural lahottrers, shepherds, herdsmen, farm and 
domestic servants, railway labourers, blacksmiths, brickmakers, 
bricklayers, carpenters, masons, qua/rrymen, sawyers, and wheel- 
wrights, with their near relatives. 



Sex. 












Pk Z o 



„ o 
Oh Z o 



&z. 






Pk »< 



Male, . 
Female, 



£ 
1 



£ 
3 



£ 

4 



£ 
6 



£ 
8 



£ 
12 

10 



£ 
16 

16 
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Clam II. — Othtr mtehanie* and artisam, teith their ntar 
reilatwn*. 



Sbx. 



si's 
§§8 



S k-S 

,£3 « < 



Pk Z o« 



11^ 



III 



Si- 
ill 






Male, . 
Female, 



6 



£ 

8 



£ 
12 



£ 
16 

12 



£ 
18 

18 



7. No payment is required by the CorinniBsioners from the 
persons sent for, but they will have to defray their own expenses 
to the nearest railway or packet station, and to show that they 
possess an outfit for the voyage, in accordance with the regulations. 

8. It will be advisable, therefore, whenever practicable, to re- 
ceive from the applicant (in addition to the sums in the above 
scale) five pounds, or such amount as he may find convenient to 
remit, for these expenses. This amount will be paid through the 
Commissioners to the persons nominated, in the United Kingdom. 

9. On inquiring at any of the Immigration Offices or Sub- 
Treasuries, the applicant is to be ftimished with an application 
form (Form A), which he will duly fill up, sign, and leave with 
the officer. He is then to be informed of the amount required to 
be paid, and of the outfit (Form B). As soon as he has paid this 
amount to the Assistant Immigration Agent or Sub-Treasurer (as 
the case may be), the money or a ^receipt for it from the Treasury 
is to be remitted to the Immigration Agent in Melbourne, with 
the application form (Form C), and a statement of the sums paid 
for passages and outfit. The Immigration Agent will then trans- 
mit a certificate for the persons nominated, either to the office at 
which the money was paid, or to such address as the applicant 
may request. This certificate is to be sent by the applicant to 
his friends in the United Kingdom. 

10. For the convenience of persons at a distance the applica- 
tion form (A) may be obtained at the district post-offices. The ap- 
plicant will fill up the particulars, sign his name and address, and 
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forward it to the Immigration Agent in Melbourne, who will 
inform him of the amount to be paid, and, on the receipt of the 
money, forward him the usual certificate. 

11. The sums remitted to the Immigration Agent will be paid 
into the Treasury daily. The Treasurer will furnish a monthly 
return of the amounts, and the Immigration Agent will likewise 
fiimish a monthly return for transmission to the Commissioners, 
of the names and other particulars of the persons nominated, and 
of the amount paid for passages and outfits. 

12. Should the persons nominated decline or be unable to emi- 
grate, the money paid towards their passages will be returned to 
the depositor in this colony. All applications for sums to be re- 
:^ded should be addressed direct to the Immigration Agent, Mel- 
bourne. 

1 3. Should the applicant wilfolly misrepresent the particulars of 
the persons nominated, the deposits towards the passages will be 
liable to forfeiture. 

14. Should a difficulty occur in any special case not included 
in the above instructions, the particulars should be forwarded to 
the Immigration Agent, who will afford every information on the 
subject. 

(The new regulations of the Commissioners in England are also 
published ; but the main provisions of these have already been 
supplied by our London correspondent.) 



VICTORIA GOLD CIRCULAR. 

We also extract the latest Gold Circular, showing the prices for 
gold the week ending July 18 ; and again, that of July 25. 

July 18. 

The price has remdned steady at £3 16«. per oimce for Castle- 
maine aud Bendigo, £3 17«. 6(?. for Ballaarat, and £3 13«. 9(?. 
per ounce standard. 

The escorts have supplied us with a fair quantity of gold. 

The generally prevailing heavy rains appear to have much re- 
tarded the operations of the miner, to an extent, we regret to 
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learn, which has in some cases occasioned privation and distress. 
At both Gastlemaine and Bendigo there is reported to be much 
suffering from the above cause. 

A new rush is spoken of in the neighbourhood of Taradale 
called McMillan's diggings. The result is reported as satisfactory, 
and instances of 30 ounces to the tub are known to have occurred. 
As an instance of the vicissitudes which attend the operation of 
digging, and how little practical advantage is derivable from 
books, we may refer to the sudden alteration which has occurred 
in the lead at Fiery Creek, where the bottom has suddenly 
deepened from 5 to 60 feet. 

A short time since a report was circulated by our contemporary 
broker that an extensive fraud had been committed in ingots. As 
the details of this affair got wind, however, it appears to partake 
more of the nature of ignorance or indiscretion on the part of the 
party purchasing. 

The Champion of the Seas, which vessel sailed on "Wednesday 
last, took gold to the amount of £370,000. There is yet no other 
vessel laid on for London until the James Baines, on the 6th of 
next month. 

The escorts from Motmt Alexander and Ballaarat arrived at 
the Gold Office, and bring the following returns, viz. : — 



Nain6 of Gold Field. 


Quantity. 


Number of 
Last Receipt 


Gold. 


Cash. 


Gastlemaine, 

Sandhurst, 

Ballaarat, 

Do. left at Geelong, . 
Cbeswick Creek, . . . 

Jlery Creek, 

Moant Franklin, . . 

Do 


ozs. dwts. 
5,909 10 
8,802 
13,790 
1,166 6 
1,761 
8,773 
1,820 16 
1,067 
263 
3.877 
2,261 10 


£ *. rf. 

4,962 10 

1,982 

14,769 10 

200 

" 2,91*2 0* 
204 10 

* 1,171 
1,361 


17,491 

82,186 

6,744 

1,687 
671 

1,143 
663 
665 

3,480 

3,497 


Maryboroogh, .... 
Do 


46,033 


27,662 10 
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KoBOKeDioGiKes. — Theaceounts from this GK)l<lField are quite 
cheering. A correspondent informs us that a nugget weighing 
4 lbs. 8 0Z8. has been found there since the last large nugget 
reported. A still larger nugget has been found, but remains in 
the hands of the owners at the diggings. By private hand, 327 
ounces reached town on Friday evening. 

William Claeke, Gold Broker, 
86, Elimhethrstreet. 

July 25. 
The prices for gold dust during the week have been firm, as in 
previous quotations : — 

*. d, 
Castlemain and Bendigo, .... 76 
Fiery Creek, 

Maryborough, 
Eorong, 

Ovens, 76 9 

Ballaarat, 77 6 

Standard ounce, 73 9 

The business has been good, though the demand has not been 
extensive, in consequence of the length of time to elapse previous 
to the sailing of the James Baines, on the 5th of next month. 

A larger quantity of gold has been brought to town by escort 
this week than we have known for some time, and, with the pre- 
sent escort, would make an excellent week's produce for our Fields. 
At Eorong everything seems prosperous. Another nugget of 
about 168 ounces has been found, and report speaks of another 
still larger, foimd a few days since. "We trust that the prospects 
thus made in that locality will not close without causing the 
diggers to search weU the ground of the mallee, as in several 
parts of that hitherto terra incog, the gold heis been found in con- 
siderable quantity. 

We have also to notice the very much improved prospect which 
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seems to be on the Caledonian diggings. To-day we have pur- 
chased 200 ounces from that field ; the rush is to a place near 
One-Tree Hill, and the gold is nuggety and of good quality. 

Again we have to record the appearance of spurious gold, in a 
sample from Ballaarat ; the parcel consisted of 250 ounces, and 
contained about 25 ounces of the manufactured article, an inge- 
nious approximate to the appearance of real gold dust, and such 
as might easily pass through the hands of any inexperienced 
broker without detection. 

We hear of parties taking Castlemaine gold to Mount Franklin, 
where it fetches an advanced price for resale at Ballaarat, which 
is draining supplies from the neighbouring Fields, and even aflBect- 
ing in the manner indicated those more remote. A Government 
enactment to meet fraud in gold transactions appears to us to be 
especially needed ; and as the high price given for Ballaarat gold 
is given on the faith of its being the produce of that Field, it should 
be made pimishable to sell the produce of one Field under the pre- 
tence of its derivation from another. 

EECEIPTS PEB E8C0BT. 

Name Of Gold Field. Qnantily. 

ozs. dwts. 

Castlemaine, 4,980 10 

Sandhurst, 11,522 

Heathcote, 581 

Ballaarat, 13,231 5 

Cheswick Creek, 1,706 10 ' 

Avoca, 570 10 

Fiery Creek, 3,522 10 

Mount Franklin, 199 5 

Amherst, 503 

Maryborough, 3,750 10 

Blackwood, 241 10 

Beechworth, 11,605 

Buckland, 154 10 

Total, 52,568 
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GOLD SHIPPED DUBING WEEK. 

0Z8. dwts. 

Calcutta, per Comelius Smit, . 2,387 
Sydney, per Telegraph, . . . 8,546 15 
Sydney, per City of Sydney, • . 8,000 



Total, 8,933 15 

William Clabke and Sons, Gold Brokers, 
86, Miiobeth-street 



In another place we read a pleasing account of a Philharmonic 
Society; the theatrical performances; the Victorian Exhibition 
of Art ; and also, sketches of Australian zoology. These we ex- 
tract in like manner, to prove how our words are home out in 
reference to the steady advancement of the colony : — 

THE PHILHAHMOKIC CONCEBT. 

The wettest night of this most wet season tended very consi- 
derably to lessen the iclat that would otherwise have attended the 
first of the three extra concerts announced by the Philharmonic So- 
ciety, which was given at the Theatre Royal last Friday, and a 
notice of which wtis accidentally and undeservedly omitted in our 
Saturday's impression. Not only did the unfavourable weather 
prevent the assemblage of a crowded audience, but it seemed to 
have a dispiriting influence on the exertions of the amateurs, 
which was not dispelled till Madame Bishop's brilliant execution 
of Gugliehni's Grattas agimua roused the dormant appreciation 
of the audience, who burst forth into enthusiastic applause. 

The stage was fitted up with good taste and effect, as the choir 
of a cathedral, at the end of which stood the Society's organ. But 
Thursday having been an opera night, and the erection of the 
organ therefore delayed till Friday morning, it was found impos- 
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sible to complete it in time for the concert, a desideratum, the 
absence of which detracted very considerably from the general 
eflEect of the performances. The vocalists were ranged on each 
side of the stage, except the principals, who sat in front ; and the 
instrumentalists reached back to the organ. In consequence, 
however, of the incline not being sufficiently great, the appearance 
in the lower part of the house of so large a number of performers 
was not so striking as it would otherwise have been. If, also, the 
stage, instead of being open at the top and wings, had been en- 
closed with drapery as it was during the promenade concerts, the 
ordinary orchestra covered over, and the principals brought before 
the foot-lights, and the orchestra thrown forward in proportion, 
the result, in the increase of the body of sound, would have 
been a great improvement. But it is hardly fair to suggest far- 
ther expense in preparations, while the public appear somewhat 
sparing of their patronage. 

The first part of the concert consisted principally of selections 
from Handel's oratorio of * ' Samson." The performance of the over- 
ture calls for no particular remark, except that it was creditable 
to the combination of professionals and amateurs. The chorus, 
Then round about the Stmry Throne, was very well executed — 
praise which we are sorry not to accord to Mr. F. Howson's Somwr 
and Arms, a grand and difficult air, to which few can do justice, 
and which, on this occasion, failed to produce aay effect, mainly 
from the singularly unimpassioned manner of the singer. Haudel's 
Angela ever Bright and Fair was most expressively sung by 
Madame Bishop, who, however, did aaything biit add to the beau- 
tifully plaintive character of the melody by her peculiar delivery 
of the word " bright" each time it occurred. Owing to the organ 
being incomplete, Mrs. Testar could not sing Jerusalem, thou 
who hillest the Prophets (" St. Paul"), which was to be regretted, 
because, in the first place, she has always been lieard to great ad- 
vantage in the Jerusalem, and in the second place, because she 
never appeared to less advantage than in Te men of Gam, which 
was substituted for it. In Guglielmi's '* Gratias agimus," as tre 
said above, Madame Bishop, by her admirable vocalization brought 
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down the house; and obtained the first encore of the evening. 
We cannot agree in considering this composition as a mere example 
of florid execution. It possesses some of the highest characteristics 
as regards conception and expression, and has for many years 
been held in great esteem by the severest critics. The style in 
which Madame Bishop gave this piece and the Inflammatm in 
the ''Stabat Mater'' at once proved her claims to hold a posi- 
tion nnattained by her predecessor, who utterly failed to divest 
herself of theatrical art while attempting the more arduous in- 
terpretation of ''sacred" composition. We must not omit a 
tribute of praise to M. Lundberg for his excellent obligate accom- 
paniment to the " Gratias." 

Mr. S. Nelson's '' Benedictus/' composed in Australia, and 
sung for the first time at this concert, appears to possess consi- 
derable merit, but we prefer to hear it again before saying more 
of its claims, except that the father was evidently sacrificed to 
the daughter, and the composition thereby rendered much less 
effective than it would have been had a more perfect singer taken 
the place of the lady alluded to. 

The second part of the concert, consisting of the greater portion 
of Bossini's ** Stabat Mater," was decidedly the most satisfac- 
tory, so far as the principals were concerned. M. Laglaise, by 
the pathos and power which he threw into the Ct^'us Animamy 
seemed to excel even more in sacred music than in opera, and 
this and Guglielmi's air were the gems of the evening. Mr. 
Howson was also more successftil in the Pro peccatis; and Mrs. 
Testar, in Foe ut parUm, almost obtained an encore. Madame 
Bishop achieved a triumph in the Injlammatm, as we have 
said above, and the studied and vigorous support which she 
received from the chorus in this grand air reflected more credit 
upon them than any other part of the programme. The un- 
accompanied quartette Quando corpus, and the final Amen chorus 
brought the concert to a close, with great satis&ction to the 
choice spirits who had braved the elements (including mud) 
to encourage this most deserving effort to elevate and improve 
the taste of our Victorian musical public. The band, as a whole, 
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was good and effective, and Mr. Russell conducted with his usual 
ability. The theatre was by no means so full as it might have 
been, and we regret to learn that loss is the result. Let us hope, 
however, that the " Creation," to-night, may attract, as it de- 
serves, a crowded housa 



THEA.TEE BOYAL. 

Fkeday. — ^The repetition of " Martha" last night must have 
made many regret that the real and sterling merits of our little 
opera company are so scantUy recognised. The selection of 
" Martha" was at first a donbtftil step, but a better work could 
not have been adopted with respect to the general talents of the 
corps. The opera has improved on every repetition, and last 
night was performed admirably in every respect. It well deserve^ 
to be repeated again and again — but real lovers of music are still 
to be quoted as ^* scarce," and the manager, it is to be feared, 
finds novelty more attractive than excellence. The latter can- 
not be expected if a production like " Martha," with Bishop, 
Laglaise, and Coulon, added to Guerin, Howson, &c., will not 
draw for five or six nights. The smoothness and perfection of 
last night showed the advantage of a few nights' run. May the 
remaining eight nights prove more profitable. 

Wednesday. — Some great authority lately stated, that tragic 
opera had few charms for an English, and still fewer for a Yio- 
torian audience. The best answer to this assertion is, the recep- 
tion of "Lucrezia Borgia" last night; a result owing no less 
to the intrinsic merits of the opera itself, than to the manner in 
which the artistes acquitted themselves. Since the advent of 
opera among us, our ears, after being delighted by the strains of 
a Hayes or a Bishop, have been generally annoyed by whole 
pages of spoken English libretto of the most namby-pamby and 
unmusical character. Such, however, was not the case last night. 
From the rising of the curtain till its fall the attention of the au- 
dience was riveted to the stage ; recitative took the place of that 
twaddling dialogue which would have well nigh destroyed the 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPBKDIX. 209 

■pdl cast <m all by the geaiuB of Donuetti, and the reeult was 
that '' Lucrezia" was decidedly the most enooessfiil Bishop-c^^ra 
which has been produced here — *' Martha" not excepted. 

The part of Lucrezia, by Madame Bishop, was certainly one 
of her most successful characters. The CtmC ^ hello was given 
wiih great delicacy ; and the Di Peseatare brought out the ster* 
ling talents of the lady and Laglaise m a manner which at oncQ 
established the representation. We have not room for a lengthened 
notice, but may at once record our opinion that in all the tiying 
scenes end great points of the opera Madame Bishop, Coulon, and 
Laglaise, came out with a degree of perfection hitherto unattained 
here, and which caxried away the audience and drew forth an 
enthusiastic recognition of sterling talents, that ou^ht to insure «^ 
crowded house for the remaining nights, 

Mrs. Fiddes, and Messrs. Hancock, Lyall, &c., deserve e^ecial 
notice, but we defer our further remarks till the next night; and 
can only add that all the principal p^ormers w^re called before 
the curtain at the dose of the second act, and again at the end 
of the opera. Considering the spiteful weather, the house was 
well filled, and the audience was most enthusiastic in its appre- 
ciation of this, the greatest night of the season. 

Coleman's ltcettm. 

Tx7Bsi>A7.-^0ur old and deserving favourites, Mr. and Mrs. C. 
Young, last night took thdr b^ieJit at this theatre, which has 
latdy become the sdene of their acknowledged talents. It is 
gratifying to find iiiat amidst the attractions of new faces and 
more highly lauded stars, with credentials from some five quarters 
of the globe, our two pioneers still remain not only Young, but 
green and fresh in the estimation of the followers of Thesis. 
Like their j^ototypes in London (the Keeleys), they have become 
members of the company in the house of which they were here- 
tolbre managers, and are no less deserving of esteem for the 
hearty and con amore manner in which they have adapted them- 
selves to circumstances. Their versatile abilities entitle them to 
lank among our most useM and perfect actors, while their free- 
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dom from marked maimeriBms or affected excellence imparts 
reality and character to every part they undertake. 



TICTORIAH EXHIBITION OF ART. 

Since the annoimcement made in a recent Number, of our in- 
tention to organize "An Exhibition of Painting, Sculpture, Ar- 
chitecture, and Decorative Art," we have been honoured with so 
many communications from amateurs and artists approving of 
the object of such an exhibition — ^pledging themselves to become 
exhibitors, and otherwise promote, in every way in their power, 
the end in view — ^that we are prone to argue most favourably of 
the success of the project. "While prosecuting inquiries in further- 
ance of our plans, we must confess likewise to being agreeably 
surprised to discover the amount of talent, in almost every de- 
partment of the Arts, at present available in the colony. One 
not inconsiderable benefit, therefore, we hope, will accrue fix)m an 
exhibition of the proposed kind is, that it will influence the edu- 
cated and wealthy, when they become acquainted with this cir- 
cumstance, to extend to Art a more liberal patronage than has 
hitherto been their wont. 

A rivalry, we are glad to perceive, is already springing up 
among the members of this class for building houses of architec- 
tural beauty, where Art is visible both in their construction and 
decoration, and adapted in every feature to the peculiar climate of 
the colony. This step should be followed by a corresponding 
desire on the part of their owners to possess fine pictures of local 
interest, and statues of classic beauty to adorn their interior. 
Such a taste for the beautiful and artistic will, as a natural con- 
sequence, spread among the colonists at large, for it is to be cul- 
tivated in a villa or a cottage no less than in a mansion. Let 
there once be a proper demand for works of Art in good taste and 
soimd principles, and we can promise, from what we have recently 
seen of the artistic talent of the colony, that demand will be 
readily and satisfactorily met. 

To show that every branch of Art is represented at the present 
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time in Yictoria, we can eniunerate some six or seven gentlemen 
who have already intimated their intention to forward specimens 
of frescoes, in way of competition, to the Commissioner of Public 
Works. Recently we expressed an opinion that not more than 
two or three fresco painters were to be met with in any of the 
colonies, and are, therefore, much pleased to have to record this 
fact. In regard to Decorative Art, several specimens shown us in 
plastic ornament and carving will bear comparison, both in design 
and execution, with the best work of a similar character pro^ 
duced in the ateliers of home or foreign artists. These facts go 
to strengthen our confidence in the success of the Exhibition. 

We shall steadily proceed, therefore, in organizing our plans, 
with a view to the opening the Exhibition as early as possible in 
September next. In the meantime, we hope all gentlemen ama- 
teurs, or artists, who possess pictures or statuary of intrinsic 
merit, will aid us in our purpose by according permission to ex- 
hibit them in the " Victorian Exhibition." — Australian Builder, 



THE ORNITHOLOOY OF AUSTRALIA. 

We may, perhaps, be allowed to draw the attention of our readers 
to the magnificent works of Mr. Gbuld on Australian Zoology. 
One of them, devoted to the kangaroo family, has since been merged 
in another now in course of publication, intended to comprise all 
the Mammalia of the country (exclusive, probably, of the Cetacea), 
and of which seven Parts have reached this colony. A third 
work, devoted to the birds of Australia (including also certain 
species fromNew Zealand, Norfolk Island, and Lord Howe Island), 
was completed in 1848, and since then two Supplements have 
been published to describe and figure the birds discovered since 
that period. As the cost of the " Birds of Australia" (without 
the Supplements) to subscribers was £114 17»., it is, of course, 
not easily accessible to the mass of the public, except through the 
medium of public libraries, of which two in Sydney — ^the Austra- 
lian Library, and that of the Mechanics* School of Arts — sub- 
scribed for it. 
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I^oikes thfta 645 species oi birds are knovn to inhabit Amh 
traUa» and„ dottbtkee, many iii(»re reiftaia to be added to ite last^ 
eveiL from the setUed di^xiets^ to say notiung ci those pwts oi 
the coazLtry as yet imexpl(»red by collectors, and an exceedingly 
large proporti(»L of the Australian birds is peculiar to thi» eoim' 
try. Upwards of 400 inhabit the eolcmy of New South WaLes. 
Begiosdng with the birds ef prey, there are tw^ity-six eagLefif, 
hawks, &e,, and ten owls. In the interior, the wedge-tailed 
eagle, or eagle^hawk, is wdtl known as destamctive to lambe> 
sickly sheep, and even caLyes, while it ako feeds on caitioii, someh 
times coUiBctii^ in nambers, yulture-like,. about a coroase. Its 
audacily is in proportion to its size and strength. A Mend 
of ours has er&i seen onet drag an opossum, iroua. the spouil 
of a tree where it had taken rej^ige. The large white-headed 
jS^hing-eagle of Australia may daily be seen about the harbour, 
flying round in large sweeping circles^ and scanning the water 
below f[>r fish and floating garbage, even among the ahij^ing, an<l 
finally bearing off its quarry to some f ayourite tree in a secluded 
spot at a distance. 

Of the 400 inceseorial or peidnng birds of Australia, we can 
only particularise a £bw. Of seven AustrEdiaa swallows, one, the 
spine-tailed swift, the laorgest known member of the fEonUy, is 
occasionally seen about Sydney, and attracts attention &om its 
great size, and the extreme nqpidity of its flghi It is only known 
as a bird of passage ; an individual has even been killed in Eng- 
land, in 1848 ; but, as Gould says, '* whence it comes or whither 
it goes, has not yet been ascertained." We believe, however, 
from personal observation during a series of yeacs^ that not only 
this bird, but the Australian swift, the bee-eater, and other nur 
gratory birds in Australia, come from and return to ll^ew Guinea, 
according to the season. Thus, in the monl^ of December we 
have seen flocks of the spizie-tailed swallow coming from the 
northward, at Cape York, passing low oygt Albany Island, where 
we have shot the bicd within a few yards of tiie graves of KiMett 
and Wall, two of the members of Kennedy's last expedition, 
whose bones rest there. 



Digitized by 



Google 



APPENDIX. 213 

Of iisB tfairtees kingfishers of Australia, Hhe most lettarkable 
is that well ktiown hj the emgiilar name c^hnigliing jackaes, 
from its WTTgnlar and mdescribahle note, and settlers' clock, from 
its annonncxQg, after a &shion of its own, the break and close of 
day. We neyar met with a bird so remarkably tenacious of life 
as this. On one occasion, while desirous of killii^ a wounded in- 
diYidixal, we were annoyed to find that it sustained the weight 
of a bag of shot, weighing 28 lbs., placed on its chest for a 
quarter of on hour, without causing the speedy and humane death 
we anticipated. Perhaps the most gorgeous kingfisher in the 
world (not even excepting that to wliieh the specifiic Bama iea oar 
the ''goddess" has been c^yj^ed) ia a long-tailed one peeuliav to 
Cape York, where it lights up the daa^ recess of the bushes dur* 
ii^ its arrowy flighty as its bright colours catch the eye for a 
moment ere it is lost to view. According to the natives, it makes 
its nest in the enormous ant-hills of red clay, sometimes as much 
as fifteen feet in height, with pinnacles and buttresses, like the 
rude germ of Gothic architecture, and which form conspicuous ob^ 
jects even to those sailing along the coast in that neighbourhood. 

Perhaps the most peculiarly characteristic bird of Australia is 
the miraiura, the lyre bird, or pheasant of the colonists. And if 
the singularity of its tail, reminding one of the representations oi 
the musical instrument whence its name has been derived, im- 
mediately attracts the eye, the habits of the bird are found by 
those acquainted with them to be no leas curious. The menura 
imitates the note of almost every other bird in the bush, and re- 
sorts periodically to favourite well-beaten '* corroborying places,'^ 
wheiie it praddses eertain extraordinary antics. A second kind 
of lyre-bird ( Jf. AHerti) seems to be peculiar to the neighbour- 
hood of the Bichmond Biver. Its. most prominent distinctive 
feature oonsists in the remarkable outer tail feathers curving 
inwards towards the tip, instead of outwards as in the common 
kind, whioh, we may add, is still to be found in some of the 
gulleys connected with Middle Harbour, witiiin four or £ve miles 
of Sydney. 

Of the twenty finches of Australia, one well merits the name 
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bestowed upon it (Pcephila mirabtl%$, the wonderAil gnuss-fincli), 
from the very brilliant display of ooloim which it presents, and 
the effect of which in a flock, as we have witnessed at Port 
Essington, is very striking. Of the many beautiful finches from 
other parts of the world, none equals this in yariefy and depth of 
colours, and it would be a great acquisition to the aviary. The 
bower birds form a group peculiar to Australia. The name is 
derived from their singular habit of constructing bowers of twigs 
for the sole purpose of courtship. These constructions, which are 
not used in any way as nests, are variously ornamented with 
feathers, shells, berries, and even bones, &c., carried there by the 
birds and arranged about the entrances. At Gape York and Port 
Essington, we have witnessed two kinds of bower birds at play 
in these remarkable sylvan edifices, and even in captivity — as we 
observed both in a private aviary in Sydney, and in the Gardens of 
the Zoological Society of London. Another kind, the well-known 
satin bird of the colonists, exhibits this, the most remarkable of 
its instinctive manifestations, if provided with the materials for 
the construction of a bower. 

ITot less than sixty-four honeysuckers are found in Australia. 
These vary in size from the well-known guild bird and leather- 
head down to the diminutive littie soldier, and agree in being 
frimished with brush-tipped tongues. Like the humming birds 
of America, they are popularly believed to live on the honey or 
nectar of flowers ; but the usual food of both these families of birds 
is most unquestionably the insects in the flowers to which they 
resort, judging fr^m the invariable contents of the stomach of all 
those we have examined. The Ptihris paradisea, or rifle bird, is 
well known to collectors, being much prized on account of the 
metallic brilliancy of its plumage. Yet splendid though it be, 
two others much finer have lately been discovered in Australia. 
The larger of these {Ft. fnagnifica) had previously been known as 
an inhabitant of New Guinea. We were present at Cape York 
when the first Australian specimen was shot at Cape York, by 
Mr. "Wilcox, of Hunter- street, in whose window it now may be 
seen. The smaller one, discovered in June, 1847, during the 
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voyage of H.M.S. Rattlesnake, on an island off the N.E. coast of 
Australia, has been deemed worthy to be associated with the name 
of onr Queen, and is known as the Yictoria rifle bird. 

Before concluding this subject, we must, however, remark that, 
unlike her most gracious Majesty, as we most loyally hope, the 
Yictoria rifle bird is remarkably pugnacious at times, of which 
we once saw an instance. While one day seated on the ground, 
sVinning birds, at the Barnard Isles, attention was attracted by 
the noise to a group of these rifle birds flghtuig in a cluster among 
the boughs of a tree overhead ; and so intent were they upon their 
quarrel that a half charge of dust shot suflced to bring all three 
to the ground. 



SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

The official return of income and expenditure for the quarter 
ending 31st March was published so late as the 17th inst., the 
delay being attributed to a difficulty in making up the expendi- 
ture. " The statement (says the " Register") may be thus sum- 
marized : — Ordinary Revenue, total receipts, £52,221 ; against 
£54,767 of the corresponding quarter of 1855. Total decrease 
on the Ordinary Revenue of the last quarter, £2536. For the 
year ending March 31, the ordinary Revenue amounted to 
£1 78, 788, against £200, 155 of the previous year. Total falling 
off in the Ordinary Revenue of the year ending March 31 last, 
£21,367. The deficit in the last quarter's Custom receipts was 
£1695; upon the year's Customs, £28,787. Several items of 
revenue have increased, both upon the year and upon the quarter. 
The year's receipts from port and harbour charges have increased 
from £139 to £1487. Licenses have increased from £9856 to 
£12,662. This rapid increase in the number of licenses explains 
to some extent the depression of trade at the present time, many 
branches of commercial enterprise being subdivided among so 
great a number of persons as to render it impossible for all to 
prosper without a very much increased consumption. The Land 
Fund Revenue for the quarter was £53,757, against £70,035 for 
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the correflpondisg quarter of the year 1865, eho^wing a deerease 
of £16,277 upon the quarter latelj ended. The yearns Land 
Eevenue, made up to the flame dates, gives £242,070 for the later 
period, and £B74,304 ibr the eai^ier; fihowiog a deficit of 
£132,234 upon the year juat made up.. Putdng these deficits 
together, we have, on Ordinary and Land Fund Sevenues, a fall^ 
ing off of £18,813 upon the quarter, and of £153,601 upon the 
year ended in March last. The expenditure diai^g;ed to Ordi- 
nary Revenue for the last quarter is £63,148; that charged to 
Land Fund Eevenue is £32,553, making £95,701. For the year 
tilie expenditure charged to Ordinary Bevenue was £273,867; 
and to Land Fund, £219,062 ; making a total of £492,929. Fw 
the quarter ending March 31, 1855, the expenditure charged to 
Ordinary Revenue was £63,775; and to Land Fund Revenue, 
£31,138 ; making together £94,913. For the year ending with 
tiiat date the expenditure was — Ordinary Revenue, £342,661 ; 
Land Fund, £276,470; tog^er, £619,131. The Land Fund 
expenditure includes tiie grants in aid of the Ordinary Revalue. 
The result is that the total expenditure for the quarter endii^ 
March 31st last was £788 less than in the corresponding quarter 
d the year before ; and the total expenditure for the year ending 
March Slst last was £116,202 more than in the year precediog. 
This expenditure is inclusive of remittances made to the Emigra- 
tion Commissioners during the periods embraced in our calcula- 
tions. The outlay upon public works has not very greatly fallen 
off during the year ending with March last. Taking the amounts 
disbursed on this account both &om Ordinary andLand Fund Reve- 
nnes, we find there was spent upon public works in the year ending 
March 31, 1855, the sum of £199,562; and in the year ending 
March 31, 1856, the sum of £183,801. The balance-sheet of 
the colony shows a credit balance to the amount of £346,090. 

The Ssasch foe Gold. — ^We are happy in beiug able to aur 
nounce to our readers that his Excellency the Governor has 
consented to supply immediate funds for prosecuting the search 
for gold. We, yesterday, explained the position in which the 
movement tiien stood, and now hasten to report progress. The 
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plan lesolyed npon by the Govemmeiit is to pay iminediately to 
the order of two of the CommiBsioiiers the sum of £500 ; and 
upon receiving a report that that amount has been expended, to 
pay the second £500. His Excellency, howeyer, still considers 
that there shonld have been an open subscription, but he is un- 
willing to impede the movement by insiBtiug upon this condition 
being fulfilled, and is reluctant that the present favourable season 
should be lost for the want of funds* The '' Begister'' adds that 
three very beautiful nuggets of gold, one weighing half an ounce, 
have been sent for the inspection of the Commission by Messrs. 
GoUinson andBayley, Gold Brokers, to whom they had been sold by 
a person who said he got them tcom Tanunda. We had the op- 
portunity of inspecting them, and can only say, that, if they were 
reaUy taken from Tanunda Greek, as alleged, and we have no 
reason to doubt the statement, there ia every encouragement to pro- 
secute an active search in that locality. We repeat our hope that 
one day will not be needlessly lost in starting the expedition. 



We extract, lastly, intelligence from the mining district of Ben- 
digo, in which is an interesting account of a new machine for 
washing gold drift : — 

BENDIGO MINING INTELLIGENCE. 

The late fine weather has not only dried up our roads, but has 
been very propitious to the mining interests generally, which is 
shown in the quantity of gold brought in for sale on Saturday 
last. 

Some Chinamen are doing remarkably well on the brow of the 
Fourth and Fifth White Halls. We were yesterday shown a 
beautiful nugget weighing four ounces and some odd penny- 
weights, obtained by them in puddling red clay some eighteen 
inches £rom the surface. 

Some short time since we noticed the erection of a new ma- 
chine for washing the gold drift on Grassy Flat, by Messrs. C. J. 

2 F 
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and H. Brown. Since that time tke machine has been completed, 
and operations have been commenced. The works are situated a 
quarter of a mile behind the Third "White Hill. The situation is 
chosen with great judgment, and certainly reflects great credit on 
the spirited proprietors. The system is an entirely new one on 
Bendigo, in fact, we believe, in Australia, although it is most 
extensively used ui the Ural Mountains, where, notwithstanding 
the extreme poverty of the auriferous sands, a very large annual 
amount of the precious metal has been obtained. The motive 
power is steam, and the engine in use is an eight-horse powOT 
locomotive, and the peculiar style of washing is such as requires 
an immense supply of water ; the Messrs. Brown have succeeded 
in obtaining it at an expenditure of something like Ave hundred 
pounds ; the dam is a very large one, being about fourteen feet 
deep, and in some places sixteen feet, and is about three times 
the size of any dam on Bendigo, 

The machine itself consists of a cylinder of iron pierced with 
upwards of three thousand holes, and strengthened on the inside 
by a strong iron trellis. The cone is about nine feet in length, 
and has a mean diameter of four feet and a half; it is larger at 
one extremity than the other, and is flxed on a spindle set in 
rapid motion by the engine. The wash dirt is carted up to the 
smaller end of the cylinder, and discharged into it down an in- 
clined plane, and the water is raised by means of an eight-inch 
cylinder double-action pump, having 180 feet of four-inch iron 
pipiog, and discharged into a large reservoir, firom which it is 
conveyed by means of four 4^ inch pipes into the small end 
of the cylinder, and are so arranged with regard to length as 
to afford a nearly equal supply of water throughout its capacity. 
The height raised is 25 feet, and the length the water is carried 
is about 180 feet 

"Wben set in motion, the perforated cylinder makes twenty-five 
revolutions per minute, and consequently throws, by its centri- 
fugal action, the water and finer particles of sand and gravel 
through the numerous perforations which it contains, whilst the 
pebbles and stones which are too large to pass through the holes 
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are carried off through the larger end of the cylinder, and fall on 
an inclined plane, and are easily remoyed. 

The washing-stDff, after having passed through the cylinder, 
falls into a sluice, and is there washed. The great advantage of 
this machine is the avoiding the necessity of employing labour in 
the sluice, the auriferous earth being puddled in the machine. 
The quantity washed in ten working hours is very great — the 
machine washing as fast as the carts can arrive. 

The place has the appearance of a little village, the Messrs. 
Brown at present employing sixteen hands. Their domiciles, 
with the extensive stabling and other necessary offices, coupled 
with the picturesque beauty of the flat, convey the impression, 
as you approach, of the nucleus of what the Yankees would call 
a thriving locality, which is the first step, in that land of go- 
a-headism, towards the establishment of a township. 

If Bendigo could obtain the requisite supply of water, ilie 
establishment of machinery similar in principle to that of the 
Messrs. Brown, at Grassy Mat, would supersede all the present 
systems of washing auriferous soil, and would bring us back to 
something like the old halcyon days of gold digging. But Grassy 
Flat, we are afraid, is peculiar both in its extreme beauty and 
its plentiful supply of water. 

A new rush has taken place at the "Whipstick, and we imder- 
stand that nearly 2000 miners are busily at work; as this nimiber 
may be exaggerated, we shall take an early opportunity of pay- 
ing it a personal visit. — Advertiser, Jvly 25, 1856. 



THE END. 
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Wia\h ^mln ll^aij. 

LIFE AND SEEMONS OF DE. JOHN 
T AULER, of Strasburff (1340> Translated by Miss 
Susanna Winkworth. With Notices of Tauler's Life 
and Times, and some accoant of the " Friends of God." 
With a Preface by the Rev. Charles Kingslbt. 

THE LIFE AND COEEESPONDENCE OF 
SIR JOHN MALCOLM, G.C.B. By John William 
Kate. Two Volumes^ 8vo, With Portrait 

A THIED SEEIES OF SEEMONS. 
By the late Rev. Frederick W. Robertson, A.M. - 

ANTIQUITIES OF KEETCH. 

By Dr. Duncan MT^herson. With Coloured Plates. 
Imperial 4to. 

FEIENDS OF BOHEMIA; or, Phases 
OP London Life. By E. M. Whittt, Esq., Author 
of ** The Governing Classes." In Two Volumes. 

EOUND THE FIEE : Six Stories fob Young 
Readers. By the Author of " The Day of a Baby 
Boy." Square 16mo. With Frontispiece. 
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LIFE IN ANCIENT INDIA. 

By MRS. SPEIR. 

With Sifty Jlluatrations by G. Schabf. Svo, price 158., 

elegantly bound in doth, giU edges. 

A RESIDENCE IN TASMANIA. 

By captain H. BUTLEE STONEY, 99th Regiment. 
Demy 8ro, with PlateSy Cute^ and a Map, price 14^. cloth. 

*' A plain and clear aooonnt of the colonies in Van Diemen's Luid, which besides being yery 
agreeable reading may be confidently ccmsulted on all matters connected with their material 
resources, actcal position, and social industrial aspects."— il<A«iMnfm. 

** A perfiBct guide-book to Van Diemen's Land, describing simply and iUthftilly the country, 
the plants, animals, and people in it.**— Examiner. 

*' The work is hitelligent, practical, and amusing."— PreM. 

m. 

SIGHT-SEEING IN GEKMANY AND THE 

TYROL, IN THE Autumn of 1855. 

By sir JOHN FORBES, Author of " A Physician's Holiday,*' &c 
Post 8w, iffiih Map and View^ price 10«. 6df., clotJi. 

** The ground is described clearly, the things that appeared moat worth seeing to a sensible, 
observant tourist, are set down, together ynm the natural impressions they produced, and the 
result is a work more agreeable in every way than many a book of trarel."— ^.romtfier. 

THE TKEATMENTOF THE INSANE, 
Without Mechanical Eestraints. 

By JOHN GONOLLY, M.D. 
Demy 8i?o, price 14«. cloth. 

" Dr. Conolly has succeeded in accomplishing the object he had in view— namely, of flilly 
explaining and vindicating the system of non-restraint in the treatment of lunatics. His styto 
is clear, terse, and vigorous, and there is not a page which will not be perused with interest, 
even by a non-professional reader."— Jfomtn^ir Post. 

**" Dr. Conolly has embodied in this volume his experience of the new system of treating 
patients at Hanwell Asylum. It contains besides much original matter of importance.'* — Ecanami^, 

** It cannot fldl to interest every enlightened reader."— ^afli<n«r. 

THE POLITICAL LIFE OF SIB K PEEK 

By THOMAS DOUBLEDAY, 

Author of the ** Financial History of England," << The True Law of 

Population," &c. 

Two Volumes, Svo, price 30s. cloth. 

** Let all readers, before they take in hand the personal memohrs of Sir Robert Peel, peruse 
these voltunes of Mr. Doubleday: hi them the statesman's character and pnbUc acts are 
analysed tn the spirit netthsr of a detractor nor of a panegyrist. This biography is a Mnxek. <^ 
great merit, conscientiously prepared, plain, clear, and practically interesting."— Xeodw*. 

** The w«irk possesses a good deal of interest. The reader is enabled to retrace the leadhig 
events of the best part of fifty years. The author is plain, shrewd, homely, and generally sound 
in his opinions and Judgments."— ;6^»e0f<ilor. 
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ANNALS OF BRIT&H LEGISLATION. 

A Clasd/ied Summary of Parliamentary Papers. 

EDITED BY PROFESSOR LEONE LEVI. 

The Yearly Issue will consist of 1000 pages super rojal Syo, the subscription 

for which is Two Guineas, payable in adyance. The successiye parts 

will be deUvered post free, and to subscribers only. 

The Seventh Past is hut issued^ and the Sixth is iUustraied by a Chart 

shaufingthe Wredis miring the past year on the British Coasts compiled 

by die Board of Trade, 

" It would not be easy to over-estimate the atOity of Professor Levi's serial. It has tlie merit 
of being an excellent idea zealously carried oxiV*—Athen<Bum. 

** We cannot inugine a more tnily valuable and nationally important work than this. It is 
impossible to over-estimate its useftilness."— Clivt7 Service Oasette. 
. **Sqfihs work Is much needed The first part seems to be well done.**~iSeo««0ii«^ 

Tn. 
SIGHTS AND SCENES IN THE EAST. 

By JAMES BRUCE. Price 5s. cloth. ' 

" Mr. Bruce has written intelligibly and unaffectedly about Hindostan, with acuteness of 
remark and fta y* of g x pr pssion .** — Athftiffum^ 

'* This book presents the best of the author's notes of life in India, Geylon, and Emt. Kr. 
Bruce sees for hhnself,and speaks for himself, with more than customary plainness."— iKaromcfMr. 

vin. 
THE EUROPEAN REVOLUTIONS OF 1848. 

By EDWARD CAYLEY. 
Two Volumes^ Crown Svo, price 18«. clotL 

** Mr. Cayley has produced a book which is hi many respects good, which might have been 
better, but which, so far from having been yet superseded, has not at present even a competitor. 
As fiir as our examination has gone, we have found it generally accurate ; and independently of 
its accuracy it is valuable for two qualities— the sturdy common sense and pleasant humour of 
the author. It is also in the main practical and sound."— 7Vfn««. 

" A graphic, compendious, and popular narrative of by fiir the most deeply interesting series 
of events tliat have occurred in our time, of which no collective r^sumtf can anywhere else be 
found which is atonce so condensed and so readable as that here supplied by Mr. Cayky."— i>a% 
Ifeun. 

** Mr. Cayley has evidently studied his snl^ect thoroughly ; he has consequently produced an 
interesting and philoeophic history of an important epoch."— iV<no Quarterly Review, 

IX. 

SIGNS OF THE TIMES: or, The Dangers 

TO RBLiaious Liberty in the Present Dat. 

By the chevalier BUNSEN. 
Translated bt Miss Susanna Winkworth. 

One Volume, Svo^ price 168, cloth. 

** An investigation of the religions principles at work in the Christian world ; trachig, as far 
as modem poUtics extend, the action of prfesthood, associations, and secular decrees enforefaig 
spiritual dogmas. It is the most remarkable work that has appeared in modem times fkttm the 
pen of a statesman.**— XMMfer. 

" A valuable work, by a man of consummate intellect, and upon a su1]ject second to none in 
interest and importance."— £eofiomi«<. 

** The moral character and the intellectual powers of M. Bunsen are imp ro tisd on every one 
of tliese letters.**— flVode. 

** There is much to be found here that is really instractive and practical.**— yoftn BuU, 
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MODERN PALTERS, Vol. IV^ 

ON MOUNTAIN BEAUTY. 

Bt JOHN RUSKTN, M.A., 

Imperial 8wo, vnih Thirty-five Illustrations engraved on Steel, 

and 116 Woodcuts, drawn by the Author, "price 21. \0s. cloth. 

** Of all fhe volumes which Mr. Raskin has issued, th^re is probably none that exhibits his two 
counterbalancing fisculties of speculation and observation in a state of such intense actiylty. 

* * * If the reader's entertainment flags, his deference fbr the author's immense study and 
knowledge of natural phenomena, and fbr his consequent Judgment in art matters, must rifle 
conriderably. He will find that it is not without reason, not without labour and preparation and 
experiment, that Ruskin claims to know when nature is truthftilly or untruthftilly rendered. 

* * * Considered as an illustrated volume, this is the most remarkable which Mr. Ruskin has 
yet Issued. The plates and woodcuts are proftue, and include numerous drawings of mountain 
fbrm by the author, which prove Mr. Ruskin to be essentially an artist. Keen sight, keen 
iieeling, and keen power of expression are the qualities which go to the makhig of an artist, and 
all these Mr. Ruskin possesses. He adds to them a peculiarly subtle turn fbr theory, investiga- 
tion and exposition. This combination maked him an unique man, both among artists and 
writers." — Spectator. 

** The present volume of Mr. RuskJn's elaborate work treats chiefly of mountain scenery, and 
discusses at length the principles involved in the pleasure we derive fi*om mountains and their 
pietorial representation. The author is more philosophical and less critical than before. Mr. 
Ruskin is establishing what he considers to be true principles, and only casually notices adversa- 
ries who advocate theories which contradict his own. The work is essentially positive, and 
we have less negation than we are accustomed to meet with in treatises by this author. There 
is less declamation and more proof. Mr. Ruskin does not wish the reader to adopt his oondu- 
sions merely on his authority. He labours diligently to give evidence ol * the fiiith that is in him.' 
Mr. Ruskin occupies a peculiar portion as a writer. He compels his most vehement 
adversaries to admire even while they dissent. The singular beauty of his style, the hearty 
sympathy with all Ibrms of natural loveliness, the profusion of his illustrations, and above aU 
the £amest denunciation of cant, form irresistible attractions. Ton may quarrel with the critic, 
bntyou cannot foil to admire the writer and respect the man. High thoughts, clothed in elo- 
quent language, are the characteristics of Mr. Raskin's productions. * ••»•«• 
The present volume contains the most connected exposition of the author's theory which he has 
yet given to the ^otIA."— Daily ifewt. 

** All Art is one, and Mr. Ruskin writes of painting with the ever present consciousness of 
poetry, sculpture and architecture, as equally implied. This it is which gives the wide and per- 
manent charm to his writings. Interesting as they are to pidnters, they almost equally fitscinate 
the general public, because in them may be read rare criticisms of natural appearances and of 
artistic representations. » • • We must all feel subdued by his eloquence, enlightened by 
his novel views, stimulated by his thoughts, instructed by his accurate observations of nature. 
Such a wrtter is really a national possession. He adds to our store of knowledge and enjoy- 
ment.**— Z^oder. 

MODERN PAINTERS, Vol. HI. 

With Eighteen Illustrations drawn by the Author, and 
engraved on Steel, price 38«. chth. 

** This book may be taken up with equal pleasure whether the reader be acquainted or not 
with the previous volumes, and no special artistic culture is necessary in order to enjoy its 
excellences or profit by its suggestions. Every one who cares about nature, or poetiry, or the 
story of human development— every one who has a tinge of literature or philosophy, will find 
something that is for him in this volume." — Wettmiruter Review. 

" Mr. Ruskin's third volume of * Modem Painters' will be hailed with interest and curiosity, 
if not with submissive attention, by the Art-world of England. • » • Mr. Raskin is in 
possession of a dear and penetrating mind ; he is undeniably practical in his fimdamental ideas ; 
ftiU of the deepest reverence for all that appears to him beautifiil and holy, and, tbongfa owning 
to very strong preferences, founding those preferences on xeason. • » « His style is, aa 
usual, clear, bold, and racy. Mr. Ruskin is one of the first writers of the day."— fbonomitf . 

** The present volume, viewed as a literary achievement, is the highest and most striking 
evidence of the author's abilities that has yet been published. It shows the maturity of his 
powers of thought, and the perfection of his grace of style."— Zcoder. 

" All, it is to be hopedj will read thelbook for themselves. They will find it weU worth a 
carefhl perusal. This third volume fully realizes the expectations we had fenned of it."— 
Saturday Review. 
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MODERN PAINTERS. 

Imperial Svo. Vol. L Fifth Edition^ ISs. cloth. 

Vol. II. Fourth Edition, lOs. ed. cloth. 

" Mr. Rnskin'B work will send the painter more than ever to the study of nature ; wUl train 
men who have always heen delighted spectators of nature, to be also attentive observers. Our 
critics will learn to admire, and mere admU«rs will learn how to criticise : thus a pubUc will be 
educated.** — Blackwood'M Magaxine. 

" A senerous and impassioned review of the w<^kB of living painters. A hearty and earnest 
work, mil of deep thought, and developing great and striking trutha in KeL"—BrUiah (iuairterly 
Review, 

"A very extraordinary and delightftil book, fUl of truth and goodness, of power and 
beauty."— ilTorM BriiUh Review, 



THE 



STONE?' 



OF VENICE. 



Novo complete in Three Vohanes, Imperial 8tM>, with Fiffy'three FUdes and 
numerous Woodcuts, drawn by the AuOior. 
Price 51. I5s. 6d.y in embossed cloth, with top^edge gilt. 
EACH VOLUME MAY BE HAD SEPARATELY, VIZ.— 
Vol. I. Thb Foitkpations, irtM 21 Plates, price 21. 2s. 
Vol. II. Thb Sba Stobibs, with 20 Plates, price 21. 2s. 
Vol.. in. The Fajll, with 12 Plates, price IL Us. ed. 

" This book is one which, perhaps, no other man could have wntten, and one fbr which the 
world ought to be and will be thankftil. It is in the highest degree eloquent, acute, stimulathur 
to thought, and fertile in suggestion. It shows a power of practical criticism which, when fixed 
on a definite ottlect, nothing absurd or evil can withstand ; and a power of appreciation which 
has restored treasures of beauty to mankind. It will, we are convinced, elevate taste and 
intellect, raise the tone of moral feeling, kindle benevolence towards men, and increase the lore 
and fear of Qnd"— Timet, 

'* The * Stones of Venice* is the production of an earnest, religious, progressive, and inibrmed 
mind. The author of this essay on architecture has condensed into it a poetic apprehension, the 
firuit of awe of Qod, and delight in nature; a knowledge, love, and Just estimate of art; a 
holding fest to fisct and repudiation of hearsay ; an historic breadth, and a fearless challenge of 
existing social problems, whose union we know not where to find paralleled."— tSfpeefo^or. 

" No one who has visited Venice can read thia book without having a richer glow thrown 
over his remembrances of that city * and fbr those who have not, Mr. Ruskin paints it with a 
firmness of outline and vividness of colouring that will bring it belbre the imagination with 
Uie force of reality.'*— ^«rary Gazette. 

** This work shows that Mr. Rusktn*s powers of composition and criticism were never In 
greater force. His eloquence is as rich, his enthusiasm as hearty, his sympathy for all that is 
high and noble in art as keen as ever. The book, like all he writes, is manly and high-minded, 
and, as usual, keeps the attention alive to the la8t.**-^(7iMirdiafi. 



THE SEVEN LAMPS OF ARCHITECTURE. 

Second Edition, with Fourteen Plates drawn by the Author. 
Imperial Svo, II. Is. doth. 

** By the ' Seven Lamps of Architecture,' we understand Mr. Ruskin to mean the seven 
fundamental and cardinal laws, the observance of and obedience to which are indispensable to 
the architect, who would deserve the name. The polltioian, the moralist, the divine, will find 
in it ample store of instructive matter, as well as the artist. The author of this work belongs 
to a class of thinkers of whom we have too few among xu.**—Bxaminer, 

** Mr. Rnskin's book bears so unmistakeably the marks of keen and accurate observation, of 
a true and subfle Judgment and refined sense of beauty. Joined with so much earnestness, ao 
noble a sense of the purposes and bnsiness of art, and such a command of rich and glowing 
language, that it cannot but tell powerfhlly in producing a more religious view of the uses of 
architecture, and a deeper insight into its artistic prind^es." — Ovardian. 

**A lively, poetical, and thoughtfiil book; rich tai refined criticism and glowtag eloquenoe. 
Mr. Ruakin's poetry is always to the purpose of his doctrines, and alwayi the vehicle of aeate 
thought and profermd fbeling."- /VoMr*)! Magatine. 
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LECTURES ON ARCHITECTURE AND PAINTING. 

WWi Fourteen Cuts drawn by the Author. Second EdUion. 
Crown Svo, price 8*. 6rf. cloth, 

*' Mr. Rttskhi'B LectnreB— eloquent, grapHie, and Impawkmed—ezposixig and ridJeaHng some 
of fhe vices of onr present system of building, and exciting his hearers by strong motiTes of 
duty and pleasure to attend to arcMtectnre— «re very sacoMsfnl ; and, like his former works, 
will command public attention. His style is terse, vigorous, and sparkling, and his book is boih 
animated and attractiye.'*— .£«momi«^ 

** We conoeire it to be impossible that any intelligent persons could listen to the lectures, 
however they might differ from the Judgments asserted, and from the general propositions laid 
down, without an elevating influence and an aroused enthusiasm, which are often more fttdtfol 
in producing true taste and correct views of art than the soundest historical generalizations 
and the most learned technical criticism in which the heart and the senses own no interest"— 
Spectator. 

vn. 
NOTES OK THE PRINCIPAL PICTURES EXHIBITED 
AT THE ROYAL ACADEMY, and the SOCIETY OF 
PAINTERS IN WATER COLOURS. No. II.— 1856. 
/^xih Edidon^ wUh Postscript. Svo, price ^d, 

vm. 
PRE-RAPHAELITISM. 

8t70, 2s, sewed. 
** We wish that this pamphlet might be largely read by our art-patrons, and studied by onr 
art*critlc8. There is much to be collected from it which is very important to remember."— 
€hMrdkm, 

THE OPENING OF THE CRYSTAL PALACE: 

Considered in some of its relations to the Prospects of Art. 
8tK>) price 1«., sewed. 
M An earnest and eloquent appeal for the preservation of the ancient monuments of Gothic 
arcbiteotmre."^-l!!R^li<A CSkwrchnum. 
" A wholesome and much needed protest."— Zea<2er. 

THE KING OF THE GOLDEN RIVER; 

OR, THE BLAOK BROTHERS. 
Third EdiHouy with 22 lUttStratione by Bighabd Dotle. 2«. 6dL 

" This little fairy tale is by a master hand. The story has a charming moral, and the writing 
is so excellent, tiiat it would be hard to say which it will give most pleatnie w, thd very wise 
man or the very simple child." — Sxmmmer. 

EXAMPLES OF THE ARCHITECTURE OF VENICE, 

SELECTED Ain> DRAWN Tb HEAStniEMEKT FROM THt: EBIFtCEd. 

In Parts of Folio Imperied size, each containing Five fiateSy and a shori 

Explanatory Text, price XL Is. each* 

PARTS I. TO in. ABE PtTBLISHEt). 

Fifty India Proofs onJty are Uxhen on AUas FoUo, price 21. 2$. each Part 
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SERMONS- By the late Rbt, Fbbd. W. Robertsoi^, 
A.M., Incumbent of Trinitjr Chapel^ Brighton. 

First Series — Third Edition, Post Svo,jmce 9s. cloth. 
Second Series — Third Edition, price 9s. cloth. 

** Mt. Robertson, of Brighton, is a name fiimillAr to most of iu, and hononNd by all to whom 
it is fluniliar. A trne servant of Christ, a bold and hearii-stin^ preacher of the Gospel, his 
teachfaig was beautified and intensified by genius. Kew truth, new light, streamed from each 
)»«ll-wor& text when he handled it. The present Tolnme is rioh hi e-ridinee of his pious, masljf 
and soaring lUth, and of his power not only to pobit to heaven, but to lead the msy^^OMe. 

PAPERS OF THE LATE LORD METCALFE. 

Selected and Editied by J. W.> EAYE. Demy Svo, price ISs. chth. 
** We commend this yolume to all persons who like to study state papers, in which the practical 
sense of a man of the world is Johied to the speculatlye ssgacity of a philosophical statesman 
No Indian library should be without it."— /V«m. 

RIFLE PRACTICE, By Lieot.-Cou John Jacob, CB. 

With Plates, Second Edition^ price 2e. 

TWO SUMMER CRUISES WITH THE BALTIC 
FLEET IN 1854-5; Being me LOG of the "PET/' 

By R. E. hughes, M.A. 
Second Edition^ Post Svo, mth Views and Charts, lOs. 6d,^ cloth, 
" There are few readers to whom this rolume will not be welcome. It is light and pleasant 
reading, and conveys not a little valuable information. Few unprofessional men are so capable 
of forming a Judgment on naval tactics as Mr. Hughes appears to he.**— Economist, 

THE COURT OF HENRY VIII,: 

Being a Selection of the Despatches of Sebastian Giustinian, 

Venetian Ambassador, 1515-1619. 
Translated by RAWDON BROWN. Two Vols,, crown %vo, 21«., doih. 

" These volumes present such a portrait of the times as is nowhere else to be found. They 
are a most important contribution to the materials for history."— Quarfer^y Repiew, 



CAMPAIGN WITH 
By CHARLES DUNCAN, 



THE TURKS IN ASIA. 

Two Vols,, post Svoy 21s, cloGi. 



" These volumes contain an account of a winter residence at Erzeroum, a sq)oum with the 
Turkish army at Ears, includinff tho campaign of 1854, and Journeys to and from Constanthiople 
via Trebizond. The noveliy of the scenes and characters, the j^cturesque sketches of the 
Turkish army, ahd the solid information which is scattered through the book, render the volumes 
of present interest and of importance as a future record."— i{pec<a<or. 

THE RED RIVER SETTLEMENT, 

Bt ALEXANDBB ROSS, Author (rf « Fur-HiinterB <rfthe Fir Wert." 

OnjC Volume, post Svo, price lOs. 6d. cloth. 

THE FUR-HUNTERS OF THE FAR WEST. 

By ALEXANDER ROSS. 

Two Volumes, post Svo, With Map €md Plate, 2ls, cloth, 

** Ifany accounts of hardships and adventures with savage men and beasts will be Ibund In 
these volumes. There are some striking sketches of latads6ape and Indian lift and character, as 
well as a great deal of information about the old Fnr Tirade. The book is of considerable value 
as a picture o| an ahnoet past mode of human ezistenoe, as well as for its information upon die 
Indians iaOngpit,**'^BpetUiior, 
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RUSSO-TURKISH CAMPAIGNS OF 1828-9. 
By col. CHESNEY, R.A., D.C.L., F.R.S. ^Third Edition. 
Post 800, with Maps^ price I2s. doth. 
'* The only work on the sntfject suited to the military reader.*'— United Service Gaeette, 

MILITARY FORCES AND INSTITUTIONS 

OF GREAT BRITAIN. 
By H. BYERLEY THOMSON, of the Iimer Temple. 8to, 15s. cloth. 

** Such a hook 1b much wanted, and it contains a great mass of inlhnnation on military topies, 
now undergoing daily discussion.*'— j^omomuf. 

A MANUAL OF THE MERCANTILE LAW 

OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 

By professor LEONE LEVI, Author of *' Commercial Law of 

the World." 8w., price I2s. chth. 

** We reoommend to all merchants and tradesmen, and to all who are stodying great ^jnestions 

of social reform, this Manual of Mercantile Law. Its simplicity and fidthlhlness make it 

an extremely serviceable hook.*'— ^.romtn^f . 

THE LAWS OF WAR AFFECTING 
COMMERCE AND SHIPPING. 

Bt H. BYERLEY THOMSON, of the Inner Temple. Second Edition, 
greoBy enlarged. 8vo, price 4«. 6d. boards. 



in 

LECTURES ON the ENGLISH HUMOURISTS 

OF THE 18th CENTURY. 

By W. M. THACKERAY, 

Author of ** Vanity Fair," ** The Newcomes," &c. 
Second Edition. Crown 8ro, price lOs. 6d. chth. 

** To those who attended the lectores, the hook will he a pleasant reminisoenoe, to otbers an 
exciting novelty. The style — clear, idiomatic, Ibrdhle, fiuniliar, hut never slovenly; Ibe 
searching strokes of sarcasm or irony ; the occasional flashes of generous scorn ; ilie touches of 
pathos, pity, and tenderness ; the morality tempered hat never weakened by experience and 
sympathy ; the felicitoos phrases, the striking anecdotes, the passages of wise,jpractical reflec- 
tion ; all these lose much less than we could have expected firom the absence of the voice, 
manner, and look of the lecturer.**— iS^ee^o^or. 

ESMOND. By W. M. Thackekat. 
Second Edition^ 3 vofe., Cr&um Svo, reduced to \6s. chth. 

** Mr. Thackeray has selected foe his laero a very noble type of the cavalier softening Into the 
man of the eighteenth century, and fbr his heroine one of the sweetest women that ever 
breathed from canvas or from book, since Raffaelle painted and Shakspeare wrote. The style 
is manly, clear, terse, and vigorous,reflecting every mood—pathetic, graphic, or sarcastic— of the 
writer.*'— j^><c<a*or. 

THE ROSE AND THE RING; or, the Histobt of 

Pbince Giglio and Pkince BULBO. 

By Mb. M. A. TITMAESH. 

With 58 Cuts drawn hy the Author, 3rd Edition, price 58, 
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KATHIE BRANDE: The Fibbsidb HistoktofaQuibt Life. 

Bt Holme Lee. 

Author of <* Gilbert Massenger/' ** Thomej Hall,*' &c. 2 toIs. 

TENDER AND TRUE. 

Bj the Author of '* Clara Morison.'* 2 yoIs. 
** It to long sinoe we hare read a story that has pleased ns 1)etter. Simple and impretendiiiirf 
it cbanns by ils sentte good seiise. The Btoength of the book Ilea in its delineationB of married 

** The book is a good one. The whole work baa been very pleasantly and quietly oonceiTed, 
In a pore, feminine spirit.*'— fxamifMr. 

*** Tender and Troe' to in the best style of the $en9a>U norel. The story to sUlftilly managed, 
tbe tone to very pore, and altogether the fiction to marked by sense and spirit."— iV«M. 

m. 
YOUNG SINGLETON. By Talbot Gwynnb, 

Author of '* Tbe School for Eathers," &c. 2 yoIs. 

** Mr. Talbot Owynne has made a considerable adranoe in * Tonng Singleton * over hte 
preyioTis fictions, m hto present story he rises into the yaried action, the more nnmerons 
persons, and the complicated interests of a novel. It has also a moral ; being designed to paint 
the wretched consequences that fbUow (Irom envy and vanity."— i8j)ecto<or. 

** Power of description, dramatio ftnce, and ready invention, give vitality to the story."— iVeM. 

IT. 

E V E L E E N. Bt E. L. A. Bbbwiob:, 

Author of " The Dwart" 3 vols. 
** A most interesting story, erlndng power of expression with vividness in detail, great feeling, 
and skilAil delineation of character.**- ~ 



* A compound of the romance and the novel, not the less pleasantiy exciting on that accoont. 
The plot to romantic, and great literary skill and considerable power are shown in the truth and 
arttotlc contrast of character presented. As a story to attract, to interest, to improve, few 
modem noveto are superior to lt.**—OM>e. 

** * Eveleen ' to a work of promise ; it bears evidences of care, painS'taking, and honest hard 
work— qualities to which we always give honour."— ^<AeiMnim. 

V. 

ERLESMERE: or. Contrasts of Character. 
By L. S. Lavbnxt- In 2 vols. 

'^'Erlesmere* belongs to the same class of noveto as the stories of Miss Young, * The Heir of 
Beddyflls,' &c.,nor to it inferior to them in ability and In the exhibition of internal conflict, 
though the incidents are more stormy. There are many passages of extraordinary force ; 
tragic circumstapoes being revealed in momentary flashes of dramatic force."— iVcM. 

** Thouj^t, and the forceful style of writing which to said to exhibit power, will be found in 
the book ; and there are scenes of passion, though ix\Jured by Tiolence.**— iSjpec^a^or. 

PERVERSION; 

Or, The Causes and Consequences op Infidelity. 

A Tale for the Times, In 3 vols. Second EdUUm, 

** Thto to a good and noble book. It to indeed a ' Tale for the Times,' and to the production of 
a gentleman, a scholar, and a Christian. It is the best timed and most uaeftil book which 
has appeared for jean.**— New Quarterly Review, 

** * Perverston' to powerful as a composition. An unflagging energy sustains the writer flrom 
first to ^ag^:*— Spectator. 

- A novel written with a strong sense both of what to amusing and what to right. It to a 
religious novel, fipee flrom dullness."— iSromtfMr. 

** Thto work to extremely clever, and well and temperately written. The story has a touching 
interest, which lingers with the reader after he has closed hto \Mo)L,**—AthencBwn. 

** The ablest novel that has appeared for many a 6a,j.**— Literary Oatette. 



Digitized by 



Google 



10 



Works Published bjf 



J^ttr |lflutl». 



BEYMINSTRE. 

By the Author of "Lena," "King's Cope," &c. S vok 

** We haye still some good novel writers left, and among them is the aniliorof * Beyminstre.' 

The conduct of the rtory is excellent. Many of the subordiaate parts are highly Gemic; an air of 

nature and life breathes through the whole. It is a work of nnnsnal merit.'*— /Saturday Review* 

'* There are admirable points in this noyel, and great breadth of humour in the comie scenes. 

* Beyminstre ' is beyond all comparison the best work by the author."— /taw2|r New, 

vnl. 
LEONORA. By the Hon. Mrs. Mabebly* 3 vols. 

** In the story of ' Leonora* Mrs. Maberlj has described the career of an ambitioaa, beaotifiil, 
but unprincipled woman. Kany of the scenes are drawn with great skill, and lively sketches of 
liishionable life are Introdnced."- .Merory Oasette. 

" Leonora is drawn with more than usual power. Her inide, her imiwrimu will, her sina, her 
punishment, and her peuttenoe, are skilftilly wrought, and sustain the reader*s attention to ttie 
last."— CWttc 

AFTER DARK. By Wilkib Collins, 

Anther of " Basil," •• Hide and Sfeek," &c. 2 vols. 

** Mr. Wilkie Oollins tells a story well and forcibly, his style is eloquent and picturesque, he 
has considerable power of pathos, understands the art of construction, and has a keen, tnsigbt 
into character.**— Dai^ News. 

" The tales are stories of adTcnture, well varied, and often striking in flie imddenta, er with 
thrilling situations ; and are as pleasant reading as a novel reader could desire.'*— SFpA^alor. 

" The volumes abound with genuine tonchesof nature."— ^rtfisA QuoHerlp Review. 

" These stories possess all the author's well-known dramatic power."— iiTeto (iuarterlff Review. 



AMBERHILL. 



By a. J. 



BABKOWCLIF]^. 2 vols. 



*' There is great power in 'Amberhill,* and its fenlts are forgotten in the sustained excitement 
of the narrative. There are in the book some of the shrewdest sketcbes of character we have 
ever met with."— Pr««. 

" 'Amberbill* is an exciting book, not belonging to any established school of novel, unless it 
be the defiant. There is a freshness and force, a petulant grace, and a warm-hearted sathrical 
vein in 'Amberhill,* which will give it a charm to every bt<u4 novel reader. The characters are 
vigorously drawn and have genuine life in them.'*— &fo&e. 

MAURICE ELVINGTON: 

OB, ONE OUT OF SUITS WITH FORTUNE. An Autobioobaphy. 
Edited by Wilfbii) East, 3 vols. 

" A very powerfully wrought story. Passion, pathos, and ixagedy are mingled with artistic 
skill.*'— TTeait/y Diepaich. 

' A story of English life in a variety of phases, which can scarcely fiiil to interest the English 



Just Ready. 

I. 

OLIVER CROMWELL : a Stokt of the Ciyil Wabs. 

By OHASLted Stewart. 2 vols. 

THE RoSa PASS: 

OB, ENaLlSHMEN IN toE HIGHLANDS. 3 VolS. 



FLORENCE TEMPLAR. Ivot 



THE EVE OF ST. MARK: a Romance of 
By Thomas Doublebat. 2 vols. 



Venice. 
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GILBERT MASSENGER By HoJlme Lee. 

" One of the best novettettet we haye seen. The whole tone of the book ia healthy ; the 
sentimenti are Just and right, and the ftehngs always beantiftil, gentle, and trne ; the delinea- 
tion of character is dear, and the style is fresh, flowing, simple, and correct.**— iSSoonoifiifl. 

** The subject is handled with singolar delicacy and tmthftilneas.'*- n £iwMW<iM r . 

*' A condensed and powerfliUy written story."— ^lAencnim. 

*' A work of remarkable skill and power." — Spectator, 

<*The story enthrals and edifies the reader."~-ti'fo&e. 

THORNEY HALL. By Holmb Lbb. 6». eloih. 

** There is much qniet power evinced in * Thomey Hall,' combined with a thoronghly healthy 
and invigorating tone of thought. It develops the practical heroism that lies in the most 
nnromantic duties of dally life. The story is extremely interesting."— .<llAefu»ttm. 

** Few who read this tale but will feel that they are reading something tme, and that they 
have known the characters." — €fuardia». 

** A story which sustains to the end so unflagging an interest that few will leave it nnflnished." 
'^Morning Chronicle, 

MY FIRST SEASON. By Bbatkiob Reynolds. 

Edited hy the Author of ^ Charles Auchester " and ^ Counterparts." 
10^. 6cL cloth. 

** A very well-written story, Ingenious in its construction, bold and vigorous in its delineation 
of character, grapluc in ita descriptive passages, and 'as ftillof spirit aa the month of May.* " 
'•^Morning Poit. 

** The story is ingenious, spirited, and well developed ; the dialogue sparkles with talent, and 
the pages are crowded with satirical sketehing, and dose, clever presentetions of life and 
character, drawn with artistic skill."- /Vew. 

A LOST LOVE. By Ashford Owkn. 10«. 6dL cfoiA. 

** A tale at once moving and winning, natural and romantic, and certain to raise all the finer 
sympathies of the reader's nature. Its deep, pure sentiment, admhrable style and composition, 
will win for it a htfHng place in English fiction, as one of the truest and most touching pictures 
ever drawn of woman's love."— iV«»». 

** < A Lost LK>ve ' is a story fhU of grace and genius."— ^(Aakmim. 

** A striking and original story ; a work of genius and sensibility."— ^Slorfiirtlay Review, 

** A novel of great genius."- ir««0 QuarUriff Review, 



WOMEN OF CHRISTIANITY EXEMPLARY FOR 
PIETY AND CHARITY. 

Post SvOy with Portraits, price \2s. in embossed cloth, gilt edges. 

** A more noble and dignified tribute to the virtues of her sex we can scarcely imagine than 
this work, to which the gifted authoress has brought talents of no ordinary range, and, more 
than all, a spirit of eminent piety."'— C%«rcA <tf England Quarterly Review, 

WOMAN IN FRANCE BUBiNa the 18th CENTURY. 
2 vols. Post Svo, with Eight Portraits , \2s. in embossed cloth. 

*( Hiss Kavanagfa has undertaken a delicate task, and she has performed it on the whole with 
discretion and judgment. Her volumes may lie on any drawing-room teUe without scandal, 
and may be read by all but her youngest countrywomen without risk."— Quor^^r^ Review, 

GRACE LEE. By Julia Katanagh. 
3 vols. Post Svo^ price 3ls. 6d. cloth. 

•* A raaiarkabie fletton, ftboonding i& nwunac tntidents."— JT^m^ Pott, 
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V I L L E T T E. By Cubkeb Bell. 
New Edition^ in One Volume, Crown 8ro, 6s. cloth. 

** This novel amply snstaina the fSune of the anfhor of * Jane Eyre' and * Shirley' as an original 
and powerful writer.**— JSxaminer. 

SHIRLEY. By Curreb Bell. 
Crown 8ro, 6«. cloth. 

** The peculiar power which waa so greatly admired in * Jane Eyre' is not absent from this 
book; It possesses deep interestt and an irresistible grasp of realily. There are scenes which, 
for strength and delicacy of emotion, are not transcended in the range of English fictiou."— 
Examiner, 

JANE EYRE. By Cttrreb Bell. 
Fifth Edition. Crown 8t?o. 6«. chih. 

***Jane Eyre' is a remarkable prodncticm. Freshness and originality, tmthand passion, 
singolar felicity in the description of natural scenery, and in the analysation of human tlioaght', 
enable this tale to stand bol^ oat from the mass, and to aasome its own place in the bright 
field of romantic Uteratore." — Tiimu. 

WUTHERING HEIGHTS and AGNES GREY. 

By ELLIS and ACTON BELL. 
With a Biographical Notice of both Authors, by Cubsbb Beli.. 

Crown %V0y 6a. doth. 



NANETTE AND HER LOVERS. 
Crown 8ro, 55. cloth. 

** We do not remember to haye met with so perfect a work of literary art as * Nanette' for 
many a long day ; or one in which eyery character is so thoroughly worked out in so short a 
space, and the interest concentrated with so much effect and tnithfii]ness."--^r<^annfa. 

THE LIFE AND DEATH OF SILAS 
BARNSTARKE. 

Crown 8t?o, 68. cloth. 

** A story possessing an interest so tenadons that no one who commences it wUl easily leave 
the perusal onflnished." — Standard. 
** A book of high aim and nnqnestionable voyrer.**— Examiner, 

THE SCHOOL FOR FATHERS. 

Crown Svo, 6s. cloth. 

** The pleasantest tale we have read for many a day. It is a story of the Tatler and Spectator 
days, and is very fitly associated with that time of good English literatore by its manly feeling, 
direct, miaflSected manner of writing, and nicely numaged, well-tamed narrattve. The descrip- 
tions are excellent ; some of the comitry painting is as firesh as a landscape by Constable, or an 
idyll by Alfred Tennyson."— JErowiner. 

THE SCHOOL FOR DREAMERS. 

Crown %vo, Sb. cloth. 

** A powerftil and skilftilly-written book, Intended to show the mischief and danger of follow- 
ing imagination hiatead of judgment in the practical business of life."— Ztterory 0«meUe, 
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THE CHINESE AND THEIR REBELLIONS, 

WITH AN ESSAY ON CIVILIZATION. 

Bt THOMAS TAYLOR MEADOWS. 
One Thick Volume^ 8ro, with Maps, price ISs. cloth. 

" fo tbis book 1b a vast amonnt of yaloable infonnatioii respecting Chfaia, and the statements it 
contains bear on them the fine of tmth. Mr. Meadows has produced a work which deserves to 
be studied by all who would gain a true appreciation of Chinese character. Information is sown 
broad-cast through every page."— ^<A«me«m. 

** This Instructive volume conveys with clearness and accuracy the true character of the 
social and political Institutions of China, and the customs and manners of the Chinese : it affords 
a complete compendium of the Chinese Emph^e. The whole of the political geography and 
administrative machinery of the empire is described, and the theory and practical working of 
the Chinese aristocracy." — Observer, 

THE CAUVERY, KISTNAH, AND GOD AVERY: 

Being a Report on the Works constructed on those Rivers for 

the Irrigation of Provinces in the Presidency of Madras. 

By R. BAIRD smith, F.G.S., Lt.-CoL Bengal Engineers, &c., &c. 

In demy Svo, with 19 Plana y price 28«. chth. 

** A most curious and interesting work.**— .Sconomw/. 

THE BHILSA TOPES; or, Buddhist Monuments of 

Central India. 

By major CUNNIN^GHAM. 

One Volume^ 8t?o, with Thirty^three Plates, price 305. cloth. 

<* Of the Topes opened in yarious parts of India none have yielded so rich a harvest of im- 
portant information as those of Bhllsa, opened by Major Cunningham and Lieut. Maisey ; and 
which are described, with an abundance of highly curious graphic illustrations, in this most 
interesting book/'^jPoramtner. 

TRAVELS AND ADVENTURES IN ASSAM. 

Bt major JOHN BUTLER. 

One Volume 8vo, with Plates, price 12«. cloth, 

"This volume is unusually suocessfiil In creating an interest on an Eastern subject. It is 
illustrated by views of landscapes, figures and antiquities."--Pre««. 

** Fourteen years' residence among the half-civilized natives have given the author— whose 
powers of observation, penetration, and analysis are of no ordinary kmd— ample opportunities 
of studying the character of the Hill tribes of Asaam."— Britannia. 

THE ENGLISH IN WESTERN INDIA; 

Being the Early History of the Factory at Surat, of Bombay. 

By PHILIP ANDERSON, A.M. 

S^tond Edition, 8t?o, price 14«. cloth. 

**Qaaint, curious, and amusing, this volume describes, firom old manuscripts and obscure 
books, the life of English merchants in an Indian Factory. It contains fresh and amusing 
gossip, all bearing on events and characters of historical importance."— ^^Aen«ram. 

** A book of permanent value.*'— (?tMird»a». 

A TRACK CHART OF THE COAST OF 
WESTERN INDIA, on Mercator's Projection. 

Compiled by LIEUTENANT FERGUSSON, Hydrographer to the 

Indian Navy. 

Two Sheets Atlas paper, price 15s. 
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DR. ROTLE ON THE FIBROUS PLANTS OF INDIA 
FITTED FOR CORDAGE, CLOTHING, AND 
PAPER. 8w, price 12«. ehtJu 

DR. ROYLE ON THE CULTURE AND 
COMMERCE OF COTTON IN INDIA. 
8vo, 18«. chih. 

DR. WILSON ON INFANTICIDE IN WESTERN 
INDIA. Demy 8vo, price 12«. 

JOURNAL OF THE SUTLEJ CAMPAIGN. 

j9t JAMES COLET, M^. Fcap. ivo, price S«. cloA. 

CRAWFURD'S GRAMMAR AND DICTIONARY 
OF THE MALAY LANGUAGE. 2 voU. %vo, 36«. cl 

ROBERTS'S INDIAN EXCHANGE TABLES. 
Svo. Second Edition, enlarged, price lOa. 6(2. ehUi. 

WARING ON ABSCESS IN THE LIVER. Svo, 
price 3». 6d. 

LAURIE'S PEGU. Poet 8w, price 14«. cloth. 

BOYD'S TURKISH INTERPRETER: 
A Gramuab of the Tubxish LANaxrAOE. 6vo, price 128. 

BRIDGNELL'S INDIAN COMMERCIAL 
TABLES. Eoyal Svo, price 2 1 «., half-bound. 

THE BOMBAY QUARTERLY REVIEW. 

Noe. I to 6, price 6s, each. 

BAILLIE'S LAND TAX OF INDIA. 

According to the Moohummudan Law. 8t70, price 6«. el. 

BAILLIE'S MOOHUMMUDAN LAW OF 

SALE. 8vo^ price 14«. cloth. 
IRVING'S THEORY AND PRACTICE OF 

CASTE. 8t70, price 58. cloth. 
GINGELL'S CEREMONIAL USAGES OF 

THE CHINESE. Imperial Svo, price 98. chih. 
THE INSURRECTION IN CHINA. By Dr. Ytan and 

M. Callert. Translated by John Oxekfoed. Third 

Edition. Post 8vo, with Chinese Map and Portraity price 

78. 6d cloth. 

KESSON'S CROSS AND THE DRAGON; or, The 

FORTUKBS OF CHRISTIANITY IN ChINA. Post SvO, 6«. cloth. 
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SWAINSOirS LECTURES ON NEW ZEALAND. 

Craum %vOy price 2«. 6^. cloth, 

SWAINSON'S ACCOUNT OF AUCKLAND. Post 8w, 
lotM a view, 6*. chA. 

PLATFORD'S HINTS FOR INVESTING MONET. 

Second Edition, poet 8vo, price 2*. Sd. doth. 

A VISIT TO SEBASTOPOL AFTER ITS FALL. 

Fcap.<i price Is. 

SIR JOHN FORBES' MEMORANDUMS IN IRELAND. 

Two VoU,^ post 8w, price U, Is, cloth, 

LEIGH HUNT'S AUTOBIOGRAPHY. 

3 vols.^ post Svo, I5s, cloth. 

MEN, WOMEN, AND BOOKS. 

2 vole., I0«. cloth. 
TABLE TALK. 3«. 6cL cloth. 

WIT AND HUMOUR. 5t. cloth. 

IMAGINATION AND FANCY. 5». el- 

JAR OF HONEY. 5s. cloth. 

SIR JOHN HERSCHEL'S ASTRONOMICAL OBSER- 
VATIONS MADE AX THE CAPE op GOOD HOPE. 

4/0, wiA plates, price 4/. 4<. doth. 

DARWIN'S GEOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS on 
CoBAL Reefs^ Volcanic Islands, and on South America. 

8po, toith maps,, plcUeSj and woodcuts, lOs. 6d. cloth. 

LEVrS COMMERCLAJL LAW OF THE WORLD. 
Two volt., royal ^, price 61. doth. 

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY. By M. Hill and 
C. F. CoKNWAixis. Post 6vo, price 6s. doth. 

DOUBLEDAY'S TRUE LAW OF POPULATION. 

Third Edition, Svo, 10s. doth. 
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